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2 River Street, Richmond – commit to community use please
We have been watching and hoping that the Victorian Government would release its unused land at 2 River Street, Richmond, for community use.
After more than six years of watching it sit idle, attracting vandals and squatters, we have been informed that the Victorian Government has designated it as surplus to requirements, but with an asking price of $23 million!
As a local candidate, I’m sure you’re aware that thousands of new apartments have gone up in this part of Richmond and thousands more are in the pipeline. We understand the need for more housing. But we’re also desperate for more public open space and some greenery. 
Many of the developments going up here are build-to-rent – which means they don’t have to pay an open space contribution to Council under current planning laws. This doesn’t seem fair. 
Factor in more children coming, it also makes sense to use a small portion of the 2 River Street site to expand Yarraberg Kindergarten, positioned right next door.
There’s so little available land in Richmond. As the state election approaches, I want you to know that this is an issue that I care about, as do many of my neighbours. 
As a local candidate in the Victorian election, please commit to ‘gift’ 2 River Street, Richmond to Council for community use, or at least sell it to Council at a price that accords with its public value and future use – not at ‘developer’ rates.
Yours Sincerely,
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