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Ordinary Meeting of 
Council 

Agenda 

 
 

to be held on Tuesday 6 June 2017 at 7.00pm 
Richmond Town Hall 

 
 

Disability - Access and Inclusion  
to Committee and Council Meetings: 

  
Facilities/services provided at the Richmond and Fitzroy Town Halls: 

 Entrance ramps and lifts (off Moor Street at Fitzroy, entry foyer at 
Richmond) 

 Hearing loop (Richmond only), the receiver accessory may be 
accessed by request to either the Chairperson or the Governance 
Officer at the commencement of the meeting, proposed resolutions are 
displayed on large screen and Auslan interpreting (by arrangement, 
tel. 9205 5110) 

 Electronic sound system amplifies Councillors’ debate 

 Interpreting assistance (by arrangement, tel. 9205 5110) 

 Disability accessible toilet facilities 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.yarracity.vic.gov.au
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Order of business 

1. Statement of recognition of Wurundjeri Land 

2. Attendance, apologies and requests for leave of absence 

3. Declarations of conflict of interest (Councillors and staff) 

4. Confidential business reports 

5. Confirmation of minutes 

6. Petitions and joint letters 

7. Public question time 

8. General business 

9. Delegates’ reports 

10. Questions without notice 

11. Council business reports 

12. Notices of motion 

13. Urgent business 
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1. Statement of Recognition of Wurundjeri Land 

“Welcome to the City of Yarra.” 
 
“Yarra City Council acknowledges the Wurundjeri as the Traditional Owners of this 
country, pays tribute to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people in Yarra and 
gives respect to the Elders past and present.” 

 

2. Attendance, apologies and requests for leave of absence 

Anticipated attendees: 

Councillors 
 
• Cr Amanda Stone (Mayor) 
• Cr Danae Bosler 
• Cr Mi-Lin Chen Yi Mei 
• Cr Misha Coleman 
• Cr Stephen Jolly 
• Cr Mike McEvoy 
• Cr Daniel Nguyen 
• Cr James Searle 
 

Council officers 
 
• Vijaya Vaidyanath (Chief Executive Officer) 
• Ivan Gilbert (Group Manager - CEO’s Office) 
• Andrew Day (Director - Corporate, Business and Finance) 
• Chris Leivers (Director - Community Wellbeing) 
• Brooke Colbert (Acting Director - Advocacy and Engagement) 
• Jane Waldock (Acting Director - Planning and Place Making) 
• Guy Wilson-Browne (Director - City Works and Assets) 
• Fred Warner (Group Manager – People, Culture and Community) 
• Mel Nikou (Governance Officer) 
 

Leave of absence 
 

• Cr Jackie Fristacky 
 

3. Declarations of conflict of interest (Councillors and staff) 
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4. Confidential business reports 

Item  

4.1 Contractual matters 

4.2 Contractual matters 

4.3 Contractual matters 

4.4 Contractual matters 

4.5 Matters prejudicial to Council and/or any person 

4.6 Matters prejudicial to Council and/or any person 

4.7 Contractual matters; AND Matters relating to legal advice 

4.8 Matters prejudicial to Council and/or any person 

  

 



Agenda Page 5 

Yarra City Council – Ordinary Meeting of Council Agenda – Tuesday 6 June 2017 

 

 Confidential business reports  

The following items were deemed by the Chief Executive Officer to be suitable for 
consideration in closed session in accordance with section 89 (2) of the Local 
Government Act 1989. In accordance with that Act, Council may resolve to consider 
these issues in open or closed session. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 

1. That the meeting be closed to members of the public, in accordance with section 89 
(2) of the Local Government Act 1989, to allow consideration of: 

(a) Contractual matters; 

(b) Matters prejudicial to Council and/or any person; and 

(c) Matters relating to legal advice.  

2. That all information contained within the Confidential Business Reports section of 
this agenda and reproduced as Council Minutes be treated as being and remaining 
strictly confidential in accordance with the provisions of sections 77 and 89 of the 
Local Government Act 1989 until Council resolves otherwise. 

 
 

5. Confirmation of minutes 

RECOMMENDATION 

That the minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting held on Tuesday 16 May 2017 be 
confirmed. 

That the minutes of the Special Council Meeting held on Wednesday 17 May 2017 be 
confirmed.  

 

6. Petitions and joint letters  

7. Public question time 

Yarra City Council welcomes questions from members of the community. 

Public question time is an opportunity to ask questions, not to make statements or 
engage in debate. 

Questions should not relate to items listed on the agenda. (Council will consider 
submissions on these items separately.) 

Members of the public who wish to participate are to: 

(a) state their name clearly for the record; 

(b) direct their questions to the chairperson; 

(c) ask a maximum of two questions; 

(d) speak for a maximum of five minutes; 

(e) refrain from repeating questions that have been asked previously by themselves 
or others; and 

(f) remain silent following their question unless called upon by the chairperson to 
make further comment. 
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8. General business 

 

9. Delegates’ reports 

 

10. Questions without notice 
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11. Council business reports 

Item  Page Rec. 
Page 

Report Presenter 

11.1 Safer Travel Speeds Program - External 

Funding 
8 12 Richard Young – 

Manager Traffic 
and Special 

Projects 

11.2 Proposed 2017/18 Budget and Long Term 
Financial Strategy and Council Plan 2017-21 

Adoption 

16 22 Ange Marshall – 
Chief Financial 

Officer   

11.3 Planning Fees for Solar Panel Applications 255 257 Mary Osman – 
Manager Statutory 
Planning  

11.4 Urban Agriculture Committee Membership 258 260 Jane Waldock – 
Acting Director 
Planning and Place 

Making  

11.5 Yarra Environment Advisory Committee 
Waste Minimisation Working Group 

Membership 

262 264 Jane Waldock – 
Acting Director 
Planning and Place 

Making  

  Public submissions procedure 

The public submission period is an opportunity to provide information to Council, not to 
ask questions or engage in debate. 

When the chairperson invites verbal submissions from the gallery, members of the 
public who wish to participate are to: 

(a) state their name clearly for the record; 

(b) direct their submission to the chairperson; 

(c) speak for a maximum of five minutes; 

(d) confine their remarks to the matter under consideration; 

(e) refrain from repeating information already provided by previous submitters; and 

(f) remain silent following their submission unless called upon by the chairperson to 
make further comment. 

12. Notices of motion 

Item  Page Rec. 
Page 

Report Presenter 

12.1 Notice of Motion No 13 of 2017 - Flying of Co 
Vang Flag 

267 267 Daniel Nguyen - 
Councillor 
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11.1 Safer Travel Speeds Program - External Funding     

 

Trim Record Number: D17/66350 
Responsible Officer: Manager Traffic and Special Projects  
  
 

Purpose 

1. The purpose of this report is for Council to consider a major external funding opportunity for 
local area traffic management and place-making works in Yarra via the VicRoads Safe Travel 
Speeds in Local Streets Program. 

Background 

2. Since early March 2017, officers have been working closely with the VicRoads Safe System 
Road Infrastructure Program team to help develop the Safe Travel Speeds in Local Streets 
Program. 

3. As part of the State Government Towards Zero Strategy and Action Plan (2016-2020), $50 
million has been allocated for safer travel speeds on local streets.  The key objective of this 
funding is to reduce vehicle speeds on local roads to Safe System Speeds. 

4. VicRoads are in the later stages of developing the Safe Travel Speeds in Local Streets 
Program.  A total of $35 million has been allocated to this Program from the overall $50 
million.   

5. VicRoad’s recognise that effective traffic management projects can take some time to deliver 
due to development and community engagement requirements and also due to ability to 
secure funding.   

6. As such, the VicRoads Safe Travel Speeds in Local Streets Program is to be delivered over 
a three year timeframe (2017/18 - 2019/20). 

7. Unlike typical State Government funded infrastructure projects, no Benefit to Cost Ratio 
assessment is required to support projects delivered with VicRoads Safe Travel Speeds in 
Local Streets Program funding. The Program’s objective is to provide safe and liveable 
environment with respect to travel speeds for our communities.     

8. VicRoads has previously indicated a preference for an area wide approach to providing traffic 
management and that Yarra’s Local Area Place Making (LAPM) projects strongly meet the 
funding criteria.   

9. It is noted that VicRoads is open for funds to be used for the study and consultation process 
associated with the pre-planning of traffic management projects.  

10. It is understood that further funds (in addition to the $35million allocated to the Program) will 
be available to innovative treatments and trials (e.g. Yarra’s 30km/h trial), which will be 
assessed on a case by case basis.  The conditions relating to the additional funding is not 
known at this stage.  

11. The funding options and conditions presented in this report were provided by VicRoads to 
officers on 26 April 2017.  The funding options have been subsequently discussed with 
Council’s Capital Works Planning Group and Council’s Executive Team. 

12. A map of LAPM precincts in Yarra is included as Attachment 1. 

The proposal and Council’s requested commitment  

13. The Program provides the opportunity for each metropolitan council to receive up to $1million 
in external funds for local area traffic management projects on a 50/50 basis (i.e. total 
achievable project costs of $2 million) over the three year project lifecycle. 

14. Given the timeframes in delivering traffic management works and securing funding, 
VicRoads recognise that in most cases the majority of funds would be spent in the later part 
of the program (i.e. financial years 2 and 3 being 2018/2019 and 2019/2020). 
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15. However, VicRoads also recognise that some projects can be delivered next financial year 
that currently do not have funding.  Delivery of infrastructure in the first year is VicRoads 
preference to ensure that projects are delivered in each year over the 3 years. 

16. VicRoads are seeking a commitment on which option would be Council’s preference, should 
Council take up this opportunity for significant external funding, and confirmation that Council 
could meet the 50/50 contribution.  

17. The proposal(s) put forward by VicRoads is shown in the below table.  It is noted that under 
Option 2 and Option 3 there is zero funding required by Council in the first year.  

Safer Travel Speeds on Local Streets Funding Options 

 Option 1 ($1000’s) Option 2 ($1000’s) Option 3 ($1000’s) 

 VicRoads Council VicRoads Council VicRoads Council 

2017-18 100 100 200 0 200 0 

2018-19 400 400 500 300 400 500 

2019-20 500 500 300 700 400 500 

Total 3 years 1000 1000 1000 1000 1000 1000 

 

How Yarra would deliver this project  

18. Within Council’s Long Term Financial Strategy (LTFS), there is indicative funding to deliver 
committed LAPM works already endorsed by Council in the Princes Hill Precinct (LAPM 1), 
Rose Precinct Fitzroy (LAPM 9) and Gold Precinct Collingwood (LAPM 10) to the extent of 
$749,300 in 2018/19 and $177,000 in 2019/20.  This totals $926,300 over these two years.  

19. A comparison of funding included in the LTFS to the options suggested by VicRoads 
indicates that there is a match with either Option 2 or Option 3. 

20. A grant of $200,000 for 2017/18 from VicRoads would enable works approved by Council in 
the Gold Precinct Collingwood (LAPM 10) to be completed.  These works can be designed 
and delivered within this timeframe. 

21. Based on Option 3 that leaves $726,300 of Council approved works in the Princes Hill 
Precinct (LAPM 1) and Rose Precinct Fitzroy (LAPM 9) that could be completed in years 
2018/19 and 2019/20, for which there would be total available funding of $1.8m. 

22. Accordingly, to fulfil the obligations of the grant Program, works to the value of $1.074m 
would need to be identified through new LAPM studies. 

23. Therefore in 2017/18 it is recommended that 3 LAPM studies be undertaken.  This should 
include one LAPM study in each Council ward in accordance with the LAPM Priority Listing 
provided to Councillors in December 2016 (refer Attachment 2) as part of the Budget 
preparation process.   

24. Hence LAPM studies for the Scotchmer Precinct North Fitzroy (LAPM 3), Abbotsford Precinct 
(LAPM 13) and Bendigo Precinct Richmond (LAPM 19) would be completed during 2017/18, 
with a view to delivering the full $1.8 million of available budget during 2018/19 and 2019/20. 

Alternative funding options 

25. Discussions with VicRoads have indicated that Council does not have to take up the full 
funding option (i.e. up to $1 million) to receive funding.    

26. Funding may be requested on a project by project basis, or a lesser overall amount of 
funding can be requested. 

27. However any funding will only be provided on a 50/50 basis.  

External Consultation 

28. Officers have been working closely with the VicRoads team to help develop the Program 
options. 
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29. The external consultation for LAPM works currently endorsed by Council has been 
undertaken in line with Council’s LAPM Policy. 

30. The external consultation for future LAPM studies will be undertaken during each respective 
study in line with Council’s LAPM policy during 2017/18.  

Internal Consultation (One Yarra) 

31. The options presented in this report were discussed at the Capital Works Planning Group 
meeting on 16 May 2017.   

32. The options presented in this report were discussed at the Executive Team meeting on 24 
May 2017.  The Executive Team support the proposal in principle provided that any funding 
required by Council is consistent with the draft 2017/18 Budget and the LTFS. 

33. The required interdepartmental consultation for LAPM works currently endorsed by Council 
has been undertaken in line with Council’s LAPM Policy. 

34. The required interdepartmental consultation for the proposed future LAPM studies will be 
undertaken in line with Council’s LAPM Policy during 2017/18. 

Financial Implications 

35. The funding option recommended by officers is Option 3 put forward by VicRoads (as per the 
below table). 

 Option 3 ($1000’s) 

 VicRoads Council 

2017/18 200 0 

2018/19 400 500 

2019/20 400 500 

Total 3 years 1000 1000 

 

36. The proposal requires zero funding from Council in 2017/18. 

37. The proposal requires Council to allocate $500,000 funding in the 2018/19 budget and 
$500,000 in the 2019/20 budget as part of Council’s overall Roads Program. 

38. The required funding amounts for 2018/19 and 2019/20 are consistent with Council’s Long 
Term Financial Strategy. 

Economic Implications 

39. There are no economic issues arising from the recommendations in this report. 

Sustainability Implications 

40. There are no sustainability issues arising from the recommendations in this report. 

Social Implications 

41. The Traffic Management Plan(s) (TMP) for Rose Precinct Fitzroy (LAPM 9) and Gold 
Precinct Collingwood (LAPM 10) were endorsed in June 2015 and March 2015 respectively. 

42. There is a community expectation regarding the delivery of the agreed treatments in these 
precincts particularly given the length of time since the adoption of the endorsed TMP. 

43. The TMP for Princes Hill Precinct (LAPM 1) was endorsed by Council in February 2016.  At 
the start of 2017/18 financial year it will be approximately 18 months since the endorsed TMP 
with no treatments delivered in LAPM1. 

44. There is community support for the priority LAPM projects (including approximately 40 public 
submissions to the draft 2017/18 Budget process) including the new LAPM studies. 

 



Agenda Page 11 

Yarra City Council – Ordinary Meeting of Council Agenda – Tuesday 6 June 2017 

Human Rights Implications 

45. There are no human rights issues arising from the recommendations in this report. 

Communications with CALD Communities Implications 

46. A language advisory panel will be included in any future correspondence with residents and 
owner non-occupiers.  This will include contact details and a reference number to access 
Council’s interpreter service. 

Council Plan, Strategy and Policy Implications 

47. The preferred funding option is consistent with the Council Plan commitment to enhance 
community safety and Council’s adopted Safe Travel Strategy 2016 and LAPM Policy. 

Legal Implications 

48. Should Council proceed with the recommendations in this report, there will be a requirement 
to enter contractual arrangements with the State Government to ensure that any funding 
provided by the State Government is matched by Council on a 50/50 basis. 

Other Issues 

49. There are no other issues arising from the recommendations in this report. 

Options 

50. Council has three options on the position it could take regarding the external funding 
opportunity proposed by SSRIP. 

Option 1: Proceed with the officer recommended Option 3 funding  

51. This option will allow Council to deliver substantial traffic management works between 
2017/18 and 2019/20.  This would include: 

(a) delivering outstanding works in Gold Precinct Collingwood (LAPM 10) in 2017/2018 
and undertake LAPM studies in 2017/18 for Scotchmer Precinct North Fitzroy (LAPM 
3), Abbotsford Precinct (LAPM 13) and Bendigo Precinct Richmond (LAPM 19); 

(b) delivering outstanding Princes Hill Precinct (LAPM 1) and Rose Precinct Fitzroy (LAPM 
9) works put forward in Council’s Long Term Financial Plan for 2018/19 and 2019/20 
during these financial years; and 

(c) delivering to the available budget the works put forward by the 2017/18 studies in 
Scotchmer Precinct North Fitzroy (LAPM 3), Abbotsford Precinct (LAPM 13) and 
Bendigo Precinct Richmond (LAPM 19) for 2018/19 and 2019/20 during these financial 
years.  

52. The Option 3 funding proposal will assist Council in meeting community expectations 
regarding the delivery of committed works from previous LAPM studies. 

53. The Option 3 funding proposal will assist Council in meeting community expectations 
regarding the reactivation of the LAPM process and undertaking new LAPM studies.  

54. The Option 3 funding proposal requires zero funding from Council in 2017/18. 

55. The Option 3 funding proposal requires Council to allocate $500,000 funding in the 2018/19 
budget and $500,000 in the 2019/20 budget as part of Council’s overall Roads Program and 
as per funding provided by the LTFS. 

56. The required funding amounts for 2018/19 and 2019/20 are consistent with Council’s Long 
Term Financial Strategy. 

Option 2: Proceed with a lower funding option  

57. Council does not have to take up the full funding option (i.e. up to $1 million) to receive 
funding from VicRoads.    
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58. Council could to determine the level of funding under a lower funding option, noting that any 
funding will only be provided on a 50/50 basis e.g. a Council commitment of $500,000 over 3 
years and receive matching funding of $500,000 from VicRoads rather than the $1M that 
Council would receive under option 3. 

59. A lower level of funding will make it more difficult to meet community expectations regarding 
the delivery of committed works from previous LAPM studies or undertaking new LAPM 
studies (or achieve both).   

Option 3: Not proceed with the external funding proposal  

60. Council is not required to proceed with the external funding proposal put forward by 
VicRoads. 

61. This would require Council to fully fund committed LAPM works from previous LAPM studies 
and any future LAPM studies. 

62. There is currently no budget allocated to deliver committed LAPM works or undertake new 
LAPM studies in the draft 2017/18 budget.  

Conclusion 

63. The recommended funding proposal put forward by VicRoads and Council officers (as per 
the below table) is Option 3, noting that this requires zero funding from Council in 2017/18 
and that the amounts for 2018/19 and 2019/20 are consistent with Council’s Long Term 
Financial Strategy. 

 Option 3 ($1000’s) 

 VicRoads Council 

2017-18 200 0 

2018-19 400 500 

2019-20 400 500 

Total 1000 1000 

 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

 
1. That Council: 

(a) authorises officers to accept VicRoad’s offer of $1million grant funding over 3 years to 
fund the following local area traffic and place-making projects: 

(i) delivering outstanding works in Gold Precinct Collingwood (LAPM 10) in 2017/18 
and undertake LAPM studies in 2017/18 for Scotchmer Precinct North Fitzroy 
(LAPM 3), Abbotsford Precinct (LAPM 13) and Bendigo Precinct Richmond 
(LAPM 19); 

(ii) delivering outstanding Princes Hill Precinct (LAPM 1) and Rose Precinct Fitzroy 
(LAPM 9) works put forward in Council’s Long Term Financial Plan for 2018/19 
and 2019/20 during these financial years; and 

(iii) delivering the works identified by the 2017/18 studies in Scotchmer Precinct North 
Fitzroy (LAPM 3), Abbotsford Precinct (LAPM 13) and Bendigo Precinct 
Richmond (LAPM 19) during 2018/19 and 2019/20; and 

(b) allocates $500,000 funding in the 2018/19 budget and $500,000 in the 2019/20 budget 
for the above projects as part of Council’s overall Roads Program; and 

(c) Notes that the above funding is consistent with the funding allocated for local area 
traffic management and place-making in Council’s Long Term Financial Strategy. 
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CONTACT OFFICER: Danny Millican 
TITLE: Senior Traffic Engineer 
TEL: 9205 5762 
 
  
Attachments 
1  Yarra LAPM Precinct Map  
2  LAPM Priority List  
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LAPM Priority Ranking List 

 
Rank in November 2016 

Priority Ranking 
Assessment 

 

Yarra Local Area Place Making (LAPM) Area 

LAPM Number LAPM Name 
 

1 
 

LAPM 3 Scotchmer Precinct North Fitzroy 

2 
 

LAPM 13 Abbotsford Precinct 

3 
 

LAPM 2 North Carlton Precinct 

4 
 

LAPM 19 Bendigo Precinct Richmond 

5 
 

LAPM 6 East Clifton Hill Precinct 

6 
 

LAPM 18 Coppin Precinct Richmond 

7 
 

LAPM 5 West Clifton Hill Precinct 

8 
 

LAPM 15 Highett Precinct Richmond 

9 
 

LAPM 8 Alphington Precinct 

10 
 

LAPM 14 North Richmond Precinct 

11 
 

LAPM 7 Coate Precinct Fairfield 

12 
 

LAPM 12 Collingwood Precinct 

13 
 

LAPM 11 Fitzroy Precinct 

14 
 

LAPM 4 North Fitzroy Precinct 

15 
 

LAPM 9 Rose Precinct Fitzroy 

16 
 

LAPM 20 Balmain Precinct Richmond 

17 
 

LAPM 17 Richmond Precinct 

18 
 

LAPM 21 Barkly Precinct Richmond 

19 
 

LAPM 16 Victoria Precinct Richmond 

20 
 

LAPM 10 Gold Precinct Collingwood 

21 
 

LAPM 1 Princes Hill Precinct 
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11.2 Proposed 2017/18 Budget and Long Term Financial Strategy and Council Plan 
2017-21 Adoption     

 

Trim Record Number: D17/68914 
Responsible Officer: Director Corporate, Business and Finance  
  
 

Purpose 

1. In relation to the Proposed Council Plan 2017-21, 2017/18 Budget, and 2017/18 - 2026/27 
Long Term Financial Strategy (LTFS), Council having considered public submissions and 
other information contained in this report, must resolve on whether to:  

(a) adopt the advertised Council Plan, Budget, and LTFS following public notice and 
inspection in accordance with the requirements of the Local Government Act 1989 (the 
Act) and Local Government (Planning and Reporting) Regulations 2014 (the 
Regulations); and 

(b) declare the amount which the Council intends to raise by general rates and charges for 
the 2017/18 rating year;  

or 

(c) adopt in principle: 

(i) an alternate Budget with no waste service charge; 

(ii) re-advertise for a further 28 days; and 

(iii) defer the adoption of the advertised Council Plan until the adopted Budget is 
known. 

Background 

2. On 21 February 2017, Council resolved that the draft Budget be prepared on the basis of a 
separate waste and environmental service charge. 

3. On 4 April 2017, Council resolved to adopt in principle the current draft 2017-2021 Council 
Plan and draft 2017/18 Budget and LTFS inclusive of a waste service charge in addition to 
general rates for the purpose of community consultation.   

4. On 16 May 2017, Council resolved: 

“That officers prepare an alternate Budget 2017-2018 and Long Term Financial 
Strategy that does not include a new waste service charge, to present to Council, in 
addition to the advertised budget, on 6 June.” 

5. On 17 May 2017, Council held a Special Council Meeting to hear verbal submissions on the 
advertised Council Plan, Budget, and LTFS. 

6. Officers have delivered on each of Council’s budget resolutions. 

Consultation 

7. The proposed 2017-21 Council Plan and 2017/18 draft Budget & LTFS were publicised via: 

(a) a formal notice in The Age on Thursday 6 April 2017;  

(b) a double page advertisement in the Melbourne Weekly Times; 

(c) a double page spread in Yarra News, delivered to some 47,000 Yarra households and 
commercial properties;  

(d) extensive information (including questions and answers) on Council’s website, hot 
topics, and Council’s dedicated online engagement portal; 

(e) a detailed letter (including an additional question and answers fact sheet) mailed to all 
non-resident ratepayers; 
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(f) communications via Council’s social media channels (Facebook and Twitter) and 
Council’s customer service centres and libraries; 

(g) e-news with links to members of our 14 advisory committees and registered members 
of our online engagement portal;  

(h) advertisements on community radio including non-English speaking radio programs 
and in community non-English speaking newspapers; 

(i) the proposed Council Plan and Budget were available for public inspection for 35 days, 
from 6 April – 11 May 2017; 

(j) five open community information sessions were held at the following times and 
locations: 

(i) Wednesday 19 April, Edinburgh Gardens Community Centre, Fitzroy 6.00pm – 
8.00pm; 

(ii) Friday 21 April, Studio 1 GTV 9, Richmond 12.00pm - 2.00pm; 

(iii) Thursday 27 April, Fitzroy Town Hall, 6.00pm – 8.00pm; 

(iv) Saturday 29 April, Collingwood Senior Citizens Centre 10.00 am – 12.00pm; and 

(v) Thursday 4 May, Richmond Town Hall 6.00pm – 8.00pm; 

(k) full copies of submissions were provided to Council and verbal submissions heard by 
Council at its special meeting on Wednesday 17 May 2017; 

(l) the consultation feedback and submissions received have influenced Council to 
request an additional alternate budget to be prepared for consideration; and 

(m) should Council resolve to adopt in principle the alternate budget, submissions received 
from the first consultation process will be considered together with any submissions 
from the second consultation process. 

Financial Implications 

8. The Council Plan and Budget process is guided by legislation and has major financial 
implications for Council’s current and future operations and financial direction into the future. 

9. The following financial implications arise depending on the Budget that is adopted: 

(i) Current Advertised Budget - $8.5M waste service charge in addition to general 
rates 

Council will have the capability to: 

(a) repay debt with cash 

(b) respond to unanticipated financial pressures (e.g. defined benefit 
calls)  

(c) respond to community priorities 

(ii) Alternate Budget – No waste service charge introduced 

Council will have to: 

(a) refinance debt commitments 

Council will have limited capacity to: 

(b) respond to unanticipated financial pressures 

(c) respond to community priorities unless it reviews the capital works, 
and operating budget or alters service levels. 

10. The Financial Statements, Victorian Auditor-General Office sustainability indicators, and the 
rates declarations for the alternate budget option is attached as summary information.  If an 
alternate budget is adopted in principle, the full versions of the Budget, SRP, and LTFS will 
be statutorily advertised for consultation.   
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11. It should be noted that if Council chooses to put an alternative budget out for future 
consultation it will not be adopted until the 2017/2018 financial year has commenced. This 
will result in the delayed application of any new fees and will require reforecasting in the first 
quarter of 2017/2018. 

Economic Implications 

12. The proposed budget will enable Council to maintain its existing services and works 
programs in 207/2018 which in turn continue to support and contribute to economic activity in 
the municipality. Council’s budget has wide-ranging economic implications for Yarra’s 
citizens, particularly those reliant on Council infrastructure, services and funding, as well as 
those that benefit from Council’s strategic advocacy role. 

Sustainability Implications 

13. The draft Council Plan, Budget, & LTFS support Council’s environmental sustainability 
strategies as outlined in the Council Plan and is prepared on the basis of achieving long-term 
financial sustainability of Council. 

Social Implications 

14. The social implications of these documents hold Council’s strategic objectives which include 
supporting the community, liveability and sustainability. 

Human Rights Implications 

15. Human Rights have been considered, and there are no human rights implications. 

Communications with CALD Communities Implications 

16. Translation service assistance is available via Council’s website for members of the CALD 
community and this service extended to the Council Plan and Budget process. 

 Council Plan, Strategy and Policy Implications 

17. In accordance with Section 125 of the Act, Council has also prepared a Council Plan 2017-
2021. The Draft Budget and Strategic Resource Plan (SRP) complement the Council Plan 
2017-2021. In accordance with Section 125(7) of the Act, the Council Plan has been 
reviewed.  

18. The Strategic Resource Plan is essentially Council’s four year Budget.  As the SRP forms 
part of the Council Plan, if Council adopts an alternate Budget, the SRP will need to be 
readvertised for the statutory requirement of 28 days.  The current Council Plan adoption 
would then be deferred until this consultation process has concluded. 

Legal Implications 

19. Adoption of Council’s proposed Council Plan, Budget, and LTFS process is as prescribed in 
the Act and all requirements have been addressed. 

Other Issues 

20. Council has received 1006 submissions identifying 1113 issues. (This is a substantial 
increase compared to a total of 135 submissions received during last year’s budget 
consultation and 52 submissions received in 2013). 

21. A summary of submission issues is contained in Attachment 4. Councillors have been 
provided with full details of all submissions and officer responses. 

22. The Waste Service Charge attracted the most number of submissions (798 in total with 727 
in opposition including 343 adding support for council to reduce expenditure or seek alternate 
revenue streams, 41 in support with the balance of submissions either requesting further 
information or not stating a position). 

23. Other popular issues included: 

(a) request for Council to provide funding to redevelop the Peterson Oval Cricket Pitches 
(46 submissions); 
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(b) request for Council to provide funding to redevelop the Carlton bocce court as a 
community garden (33 submissions); 

(c) request for Council to provide funding for LAPMS work especially in Princes Hill (19 
submissions) and Scotchmer (21 submissions); 

(d) request for Council to continue funding Neighbourhood Houses (18 submissions); 

(e) request for Council to increase funding for sustainable transport alternatives (14 
submissions); 

(f) request for Council to become a member of the Leadership Group of Councils with the 
Alliance for gambling reform (12 submissions); and 

(g) request for Council to cut expenditure (11 submissions). 

24. The community continued to provide submissions and general feedback to Councillors after 
the closing date for submissions. Full details of all late submissions have been provided to 
Councillors as information. 

Options 

25. Following a detailed review of these submissions, Officers are not recommending any 
changes to the proposed Budget or LTFS, however are recommending the following 
revisions to the proposed Council Plan 2017-21 (The Council Plan is included as Attachment 
1). 

26. Officers are recommending the following changes to be made to the proposed Council Plan 
as a result of public submissions received: 

(a) include additional heritage indicators: 

(i) complete the Heritage Strategy 2015-2018 and develop a new or continuing 
Heritage Strategy 2018-2021; 

(ii) the number of heritage buildings (individually significant or contributory to 
heritage precincts) demolished each year be recorded for Council with a zero 
target; 

(b) include additional health and wellbeing indicators: 

(i) Satisfaction with parks, gardens and open space (Annual Customer Satisfaction 
Survey and ParkScape Survey); 

(ii) Gaming machine losses per adult (Victorian Commission for Gambling and 
Liquor Regulation); 

(iii) Percentage of adults who feel valued by society (Victorian Population Health 
Survey); 

(iv) Percentage of adults who report high or very high psychological distress 
(Victorian Population Health Survey); 

(v) Percentage of children who are developmentally on track (Australian Early 
Development Census); 

(vi) Perceptions of safety, day and night (Annual Customer Satisfaction Survey); 

(vii) Percentage of adults consuming recommended intake of vegetables (Victorian 
Population Health Survey); 

(viii) Percentage of adults who undertook adequate physical activity (Victorian 
Population Health Survey); 

(ix) Report on alcohol and drug harm minimisation initiatives delivered; 

(x) Percentage of adults with increased risk of short term alcohol-related harm 
(Victorian Population Health Survey); 

(xi) Report on delivered advocacy and health and wellbeing activities; and 

(xii) Deliver the Social and Affordable Housing Strategy. 
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(c) refine and add strategies, indicators and initiatives relating to women’s hea lth 

(i) under strategy “Promote environments that support safe and respectful sexual 
practices and reproductive choices” include the following Strategic Indicators: 

- number of programs and initiatives focused on improving sexual and 
reproductive health outcomes; 

- a reduction in rates of chlamydia and teenage pregnancy; 

(iii) under strategy “Promote environments that support safe and respectful sexual 
practices and reproductive choices” include the following Initiative: 

- develop partnerships with local and regional organisations committed to 
improving sexual and reproductive health outcomes; 

(iv) add new Strategy “Promote a gender equitable, safe and respectful community” 
including new Strategic Indicator: 

- number of community activities and programs supported and developed; 

and new Initiatives; 

- work with local and regional partners to lead work to advance gender 
equity, prevent violence against women and promote respectful 
relationships; and 

- continue to take a leadership role by implementing Gender Equity Strategy 
2016-2021. 

27. Officers are recommending the following changes be made to the Council Plan as a result of 
feedback received from staff: 

(a) initiative 2.1.1 from: 

“Support community groups and Yarra’s existing advisory committees to participate in 
consultations, connect with each other and build community connectedness and 
resilience” to 

“Support community groups and Yarra’s existing advisory committees to participate in 
consultations and civic life, connect with each other and build community 
connectedness and resilience”; 

(b) update indicators under Strategy 6.4 from 

Remove “Number of advocacy initiatives to state government on improving public 
transport” 

Add “Monitor progress on improving public transport accessibility and report on any 
advocacy initiatives” and 

“Satisfaction with Council’s advocacy efforts” (ACSS); 

(c) update indicators under Strategy 6.6 

Remove “Number of advocacy campaigns to state government on improving public 
transport and reducing road congestion.” 

Add “Report on advocacy initiatives related to unsatisfactory public transport services” 
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(d) remove Initiative “Encourage community involvement in consultation engagements” 
under Strategy 7.3 Maintain a culture of transparency, governance, ethical practice and 
management of risks that instils a high level of community respect and confidence in 
Council decision-making as it doesn’t relate to the Strategy; 

(e) add Initiative “Design and deliver planned engagement processes to encourage 
community involvement in Council decision making, in line with the Community 
Engagement Policy” under Strategy 7.6 “Provide the community with meaningful and 
genuine opportunities to contribute to and participate in Council planning and decision 
making processes with a focus on hard to reach communities”; 

(f) replace Initiative “Develop and implement a robust Information Services Strategy to 
support Council’s service to the community” under Strategy 7.9 “Continue a ‘customer 
centric’ approach to all service planning and delivery” with: 

“Continue to implement strategies that enhance customer and community experience 
with Council across services.” and 

(g) replace Initiative “Continue to implement engagement capacity building programs and 
strategies in line with the Community Engagement Policy” under Strategy 7.10 
“Advocate for the best interests of our community” with: 

“Continue Council’s strategic advocacy program, advocating to other levels of 
government and stakeholders in the best interests of the Yarra community.” 

28. Other minor administrative and grammatical changes have been made where necessary. 

29. The Department of Health have proposed changes to ensure compliance with their 
requirements to incorporate the Health Plan in the Council Plan. These changes will be made 
as recommended by the Department. 

30. Minor corrections and updates to the fees and charges schedule are proposed as follows:  

Fees and 

Charges 

Description 

2016-17 

Adopted Fee  

2017-18 

Proposed Fee  

Comments 

Parking signs - 

sign changes 
$185.00 $185.00 

This fee was inadvertently 

missed in the original draft 

budget 

Land information 

certificates* 
$24.80 $25.90 

Statutory Fee change  

 

31. The adopted Budget will include the final results of any supplementary valuations of 
properties in the municipality which will then determine the final ‘rate in the $’ to be used to 
generate general rate income. It is not anticipated to differ materially from the adopted in 
principle rate. 

Conclusion 

32. Council’s Proposed Council Plan 2017-21 and 2017/18 Proposed Budget & LTFS process 
commenced in December 2016 and involved several Councillor and Officer meetings 
conducted over the past six months. 

33. The formal public consultation phase of this process commenced in April 2017 with five 
community information sessions. The public submission process generated substantial 
interest and input from the community, culminating in 1006 submissions on the draft 
documents. 

34. All submissions have been reviewed and assessed (refer Attachment 4). Officers will 
respond to all submitters in writing. 

35. Council has satisfied the legislative requirements of the process and is now in a position to 
adopt the advertised Council Plan 2017-21, 2017/18 Budget and 2017/18 – 2026/27 LTFS.  
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36. Any further changes resulting from Council Plan and Budget deliberation and resolution will 
be incorporated in the final version of the documents.  

 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
Option 1: 
 

1. That Council: 

(a) having received and considered all submissions under Section 223 of the Local 
Government Act 1989 (the Act), resolves to adopt the 2017-21 proposed Council Plan, 

2017/18 Budget and the 2017/18 – 2026/27 LTFS as the final adopted documents of 
Council and as amended for final valuation figures for the 2017-18 financial year;  

(b) makes copies of the adopted documents available at Council offices, libraries and on 
the Council website;  

(c) authorises the Chief Executive Officer to give public notice of the decision to adopt the 
documents and submit a copy to the Minister for Local Government, in accordance with 
Section 130 of the Act;  

(d) notifies in writing the persons who have made a submission regarding the documents 
and of Council’s decision, in accordance with Section 223 of the Act. 

(e) declares rates and charges as per pages 58 – 60 of the budget document, in summary, 
an amount of $113,839,000 (or such greater amount as is lawfully levied as a 
consequence of this resolution) as the amount which Council intends to raise by 
General Rates and other charges, which is calculated as follows:  

General Rates                                     $ 104,058,000 

Special Rates Schemes     $ 181,000 

Service Charges                                     $ 8,500,000  

Supplementary Rates                              $1,100,000 

         Total Rates and Charges  $ 113,839,000 

(f) advises in respect to General Rates:  

(i) a general rate be declared in respect of and for the entire duration of the 2017/18 
financial year;  

(ii) it further be declared that the general rate be raised by application of a uniform 
rate;  

(iii) a percentage of 0.040911 be specified as the percentage of the uniform rate 
which may be alternatively expressed as $0.040911 cents in the NAV dollar;  

(iv) it be confirmed that no amount is fixed as the minimum amount payable by way of 
a general rate in respect of each rateable property within the municipality; and 

(v) the Council funded Pensioner Rate Rebate be declared at $178.50 for 2017/18;  

(g) declares annual service charges of:  

(i) 80 litre bin service (residential) - $165.00 per annum; 

(ii) 120 litre bin service (residential) - $247.50 per annum; 

(iii) 240 litre bin service (residential) - $800 per annum; 

(iv) 80 litre bin service (commercial) - $165.00 per annum + GST if applicable; 

(v) 120 litre bin service (commercial) - $247.50 per annum + GST if applicable;  

(vi) 240 litre bin service (commercial) - $800 per annum + GST if applicable; 
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(vii) a 50% rebate of the waste service charge for pensioners and health care card 
holders relevant to their bin size service for the first year only, and to be reviewed 
each year as part of the Budget process; 

(h) declares no Municipal Charge in respect of the 2017/18 financial year; and  

(i) authorises the Chief Executive Officer to effect minor administrative and wording 

changes to the Council Plan, Budget, and LTFS, which may be required. 

 

Option 2: 

2. Adopts in principle an alternate 2017/18 Budget, SRP, and 2017/18 – 2026/27 LTFS with no 
waste service charge; and 

(a) authorises the Chief Executive Officer to: 

(i) give public notice of the preparation of the draft alternate Budget, in accordance 
with sections 129(1) and 223 of the Act and the Local Government (Planning and 
Reporting) Regulations 2014; and 

(ii) make the draft alternate Budget, SRP, & LTFS available for public inspection in 
accordance with sections 129 and 223 of the Act; 

(b) considers: 

(i) any submissions received on the draft alternate Budget (together with 
submissions received from the first consultation process), at a Special Council 
Meeting to be held Wednesday 19 July pursuant to Section 223 of the Act; and 

(ii) resolves to consider for adoption the alternate Budget, with or without 
modification, at the Council meeting to be held on Tuesday 1 August 2017; 

(c) defers the adoption of the advertised Council Plan until the adopted Budget is known. 

 

 

 
CONTACT OFFICER: Ange  Marshall 
TITLE: Chief Financial Officer 
TEL: 9205 5544 

 
  
Attachments 
1  Draft Council Plan 2017-2021  
2  2017-18 City of Yarra Budget Waste $8.5m - Adoption Final 01.06.2017  
3  Long Term Financial Strategy 2017-18 to 2026-27 Adopted Final 01.06.2017  
4  Submissions Summary  
5  Alternate Budget - No Waste Service Charge included  
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11.3 Planning Fees for Solar Panel Applications     

 

Trim Record Number: D17/63034 
Responsible Officer: Assistant Director Planning and Place Making  
  
 

Purpose 

1. At the Council meeting on 20 December 2016 Council resolved to seek a report back on 
“possible mechanisms for longer-term mitigation of the planning permit fees associated with 
the installation of solar panels on residential properties”. 

2. This report is the Council officer response to that resolution. 

Background 

Planning Permit Application History 

3. Since the beginning of 2016, Council has recorded twelve planning permit applications that 
were solely for solar panels (solar panels are included as part of many other applications, 
however, the cost of these applications are dictated by the remainder of the works, not the 
solar panels themselves). 

Costs 

4. The cost of works indicated on the twelve applications varies between $3,000 and $13,000, 
depending on the scale of the project. The current planning application fee for the installation 
of solar panels on a residential property is $188.20 (set by the State Government). The 
application fee therefore tends to equate to 1.47 - 6.27% of the cost of installing solar panels 
on a residential property. 

5. Residential solar panels generally have a payback time of approximately 5 years (that is, the 
upfront cost is recouped within 5 years). The addition of the planning permit application fee 
would add approximately 2 - 3 months to that payback time. 

Council Practice 

6. Council’s current practice is that planning and building fees are waived only for not-for-profit 
organisations upon receipt of their planning application with sufficient proof that they are 
registered as a not-for-profit included. 

7. Any other waiver of fees occurs with the discretion of the Manager or Coordinator on 
presentation of extenuating circumstances, though this is rare. 

External Consultation 

8. No external consultation undertaken. 

Internal Consultation (One Yarra) 

9. Internal liaison with Council’s ESD officer and senior planning officers was undertaken to 
determine current practice and to understand the cost and payback times for solar panel 
systems. 

Financial Implications 

10. The current application fee only partly covers the cost of the management and assessment 
of an application for solar panels. The lowering or removal of the fee would mean the Council 
would bear more or all of that cost. 

Economic Implications 

11. Nil 

Sustainability Implications 

12. Council supports sustainable design, including the installation of solar panels in appropriate 
locations. 
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Social Implications 

13. Nil 

Human Rights Implications 

14. Nil 

Communications with CALD Communities Implications 

15. Nil 

Council Plan, Strategy and Policy Implications 

16. It is worth noting that the planning scheme provides for the ‘VicSmart’ process which 
generally captures the installation of solar panels. While this does not alter the application 
fee, it does mean that processing times are substantially shorter (10 working days). 

Legal Implications 

17. Nil 

Conclusion 

18. Solar panels are a positive environmental product, but they are just one of a range of 
environmentally positive features that can be incorporated into designs or retrofitted to 
buildings. All these environmental features also bring economic positives that will comfortably 
offset the relatively small cost of the planning application fee (in terms of solar panels, this 
equates to 2-3 months of operation). 

19. Any reduction or removal of fees for solar panels is inequitable to other forms of 
environmentally sustainable design features. 

20. The planning application fee is a small component of the installation of solar panels, and one 
which will ultimately be paid off in a short time by the cost benefits of the panels. 

21. Planning fees are set by the State Government and are equitable across all municipalities.  
For solar panels, it is considered that the application fee is fair and reasonable.   

Additional Information 

Planning Process Summary 

22. A planning permit is not required for every solar panel installation.  Controls vary from site to 
site and will dictate whether a permit is required. 

23. A planning application for solar panels requires the submission of a completed application 
form, a copy of the title of the land and floor and elevation plans showing the location of the 
solar panels. Further information may be requested by officers when the information 
submitted is inadequate or incorrect. 

24. Once officers have a complete and accurate application, applications solely for solar panels 
are processed within 10 working days (the VicSmart processing timeframe). This timeframe 
has been achieved by officers on 100% of occasions since the introduction of the VicSmart 
process.  

Fee Impact 

25. Discussions with YEF officers have indicated that during their Richmond solar panel project, 
conducted last year, up to 100 residents discontinued their participation due to the 
introduction of the new fee, or the inconvenience in obtaining a permit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Agenda Page 257 

Yarra City Council – Ordinary Meeting of Council Agenda – Tuesday 6 June 2017 

Ability to waive fee 

26. Council could consider waiving the fee for applications that are only for solar panel 
installations.  The financial impact of this could be significant. If every withdrawn participant 
in the YEF program now applied, this would amount to an $18,820 income loss.  YEF officers 
have indicated that they would consider expanding the program to other suburbs of Yarra.  If 
this proceeds, and a permit fee waiver policy is introduced, it is estimated that a permit fee 
waiver could result in a loss of $100,000 in income. This income loss could be reduced if a 
project value ceiling is adopted as part of the policy (for example, the fee waiver could apply 
only when the project value is less than $5,000). 

Other ESD features that may require planning permission 

27. Some examples of ESD improvements that may be retrofitted to existing buildings are: 

(a) Solar hot water systems; 

(b) water tanks, greywater treatment equipment or rainwater gardens; 

(c) altering surface treatments to add permeability; 

(d) replacement of windows (for example to be replaced by double glazed windows or to 
allow for cross ventilation); 

(e) adding window shading; 

(f) updating services to those with improved ESD performance; 

(g) the addition of skylights or new windows to improve light access; 

(h) the replacement of roofing material to improve thermal performance; 

(i) adding green walls or roofs; 

(j) adding bicycle parking facilities; and 

(k) extensions that re-orient or relocate key internal spaces. 

 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
1. That Council note the officer report in relation to the statutory planning fees for solar panels. 

2. That Council note that solar panels are only one form of environmentally sustainable design 
elements that can be used to improve the sustainability of buildings. 

3. That in this regard, Council resolve to not waive or lower the fee for solar panels as that 
would create an inconsistency with other development applications that include other forms of 
Environmentally Sustainable Design elements. 

 
 

 
CONTACT OFFICER: Tarquin Leaver 
TITLE: Coordinator Statutory Planning 
TEL: 9205 5147 

 
  
Attachments 

There are no attachments for this report. 
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11.4 Urban Agriculture Committee Membership     

 

Trim Record Number: D17/57455 
Responsible Officer: Assistant Director Planning and Place Making  
  
 

Purpose 

1. For Council to appoint community representatives to the Urban Agriculture Committee. 

Background 

2. In 2009, Council established an Urban Agriculture Advisory Committee comprised of six local 
residents with an interest in community gardening, Councillor Sam Gaylard and Council 
officers. The committee was called the Community Gardens Advisory Committee.  
 

3. The committee’s main role was to provide input into the development of urban agriculture 
guidelines. Upon completion of their role the committee was disbanded after Council formally 
adopted the guidelines in June 2011. 

 
4. In August 2011 Council resolved to re-establish a community-led Urban Agriculture Advisory 

Committee. The newly formed committee was asked to monitor community gardening 
activities in Yarra and report back on the application and effectiveness of the guidelines. 

 
5. The Urban Agriculture Advisory Committee serves in an advisory capacity in relationship to 

Council. While it is not a decision-making body on Council matters, its recommendations are 
considered by Councillors when addressing urban agriculture or related matters.  

 
6. The objectives of the Yarra Urban Agriculture Advisory Committee are: 

(a) To advise and inform Council of opportunities for urban agriculture initiatives in the City 
of Yarra; 

(b) To improve the awareness of urban agriculture;  

(c) To share information and develop networks among residents interested in urban 
agriculture; and 

(d) To provide advice to Council on urban agriculture policies and strategic plans. 

7. A public EOI process has been conducted to refresh the membership for the second term.  In 
line with the Terms of Reference and the requirements of Council in advertising vacancies on 
community advisory committees, the EOI process was promoted in the following ways: 

(a) On Council's website and twitter feed; 

(b) Placement in Council’s e-bulletins; 

(c) Emails out to a comprehensive range of Council networks, encompassing youth, 
seniors, people with a disability, CALD communities, grants applicants, Sustainability 
award nominees and many other networks, groups and individuals who are connected 
with Council in various ways; and 

(d) Direct emails to members of the previous Yarra Urban Agriculture Advisory Committee. 

8. Nominations were advertised from the 3 to 28 of April 2017.  
 

9. There was a strong response to the call for nominations, with 13 nominations to fill the 10 
open positions on YUAAC. 

 
10. Applications were assessed by Lisa Coffa (Coordinator Waste Minimization and Urban 

Agriculture) and Kathi Clark-Orsanic (Urban Agriculture Facilitator). 
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13. Applications were assessed based on: 

(a) diversity of experience, interest and understanding of urban agriculture and its 
development; 

(b) why they are interested in joining the YUAAC committee; 

(c) key outcomes they hope to achieve while in the Committee; and 

(d) a mix of skills and attributes to complement other members of the committee. 
 

14. To ensure continuity of the Committee’s work two members from the previous committee 
have been elected to remain for the next cycle.  They follow: Dr Chris Williams and Miranda 
Sharpe. 

15. Officers have 10 shortlisted nominees based on the above attributes. 

External Consultation 

16. The promotion of the nomination process for YUAAC is detailed in paragraph 7 of this report. 

Internal Consultation (One Yarra) 

17. The Governance unit and Communications unit provided advice and support on the 
requirements of the public EOI process. 

Financial Implications 

18. There are no financial implications associated with this report. 

Economic Implications 

19. There are no economic implications associated with this report. 

Sustainability Implications 

20. The membership has been chosen to best advise Council on urban agriculture issues, 
support the delivery of the Yarra Urban Agriculture Strategy 2014 – 2018 and develop the 
direction for the new Urban Agriculture Strategy.  

Social Implications 

21. The membership has been chosen to reflect the social diversity of Yarra’s community. 

Human Rights Implications 

22. Diversity of members on the committee was a consideration, including gender, age, and 
cultural and linguistic diversity. 
 

Communications with CALD Communities Implications 

23. The promotions for the EOI process targeted culturally and linguistically diverse groups and 
organisations within Yarra.  

Council Plan, Strategy and Policy Implications 

24. The membership proposed has been chosen to best assist Council in the development and 
implementation of the Urban Agriculture Strategy.  

Legal Implications 

25. There are no legal implications associated with this report. 

Other Issues 

26. There are no other issues. 

Options 

27. Thirteen applications were received. Officers have shortlisted and proposed 10 new 
members for the committee based on their skills, knowledge, experience and ability to 
represent and assist Council to engage with Yarra’s diverse community.  
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28. Councillors may amend the membership of the proposed shortlist.  

Conclusion 

29. Council staff has undertaken a public EOI process in accordance with the Terms of 
Reference and Council’s requirements relating to community advisory committees.  

30. A strong diversity of interests and skills is apparent in the nominees shortlisted for YUAAC 
membership, and it is considered that the proposed shortlist represents the best diversity of 
membership, and provides capacity to ensure a strong and active committee to support the 
development of urban agriculture in Yarra for the next two year period.  

 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
1. That Council note the report of officers in relation to the Urban Agriculture Committee. 

2. The Council, having considered the nominations received for community representative 
positions, appoint the following applicants to the Urban Agriculture Committee: 

(a) Nominee 

(b) Nominee 

(c) Nominee 

(d) Nominee 

(e) Nominee 

(f) Nominee 

(g) Nominee 

(h) Nominee 

(i) Nominee 

(j) Nominee 

3. That the successful and non-successful nominees be advised in writing of the outcome of 
their nomination. 

 

 
CONTACT OFFICER: Lisa Coffa 
TITLE: Waste Minimisation Coordinator 
TEL: 9205 5793 

 
  
Attachments 
1  Final Terms of Reference_08032017  
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11.5 Yarra Environment Advisory Committee Waste Minimisation Working Group 
Membership     

 

Trim Record Number: D17/57481 
Responsible Officer: Assistant Director Planning and Place Making  
  
 

Purpose 

1. For Council to appoint representatives to the Yarra Environment Advisory Committee Waste 
and Recycling Working Group. 

Background 

2. On 21 February 2017, Council resolved to establish the new Yarra Environment Advisory 
Committee (YEAC) - Waste and Recycling Working Group (W&RWG).  

3. YEAC is a community committee representing interests pertaining to climate change and 
other local environmental issues.  The group provides advice to Council on actions in 
response these issues, including effective implementation of the Yarra Environment Strategy. 

4. The objectives of the new working group are focus on waste and recycling issues and advise 
and support the: 

(a) implementation of the Yarra Waste and Resource Recovery Strategy; 

(b) key policy development, issues that affect waste and recycling activities in Yarra; 

(c) research, design and delivery of specific waste and recycling programs by Council; 

(d) raising the profile of the waste and recycling activities within the city of Yarra; and 

(e) providing an appropriate communication mechanism with Council. 

5. Expressions of interest were sought from the community (to run for a period of 4 weeks) from 
the 3 April running until 28 April.  It was promoted in line with the draft Terms of Reference 
and the requirements of Council in advertising vacancies on community advisory 
committees:  

(a) notifications placed on Council's website and twitter feed; 

(b) details of the process to be sent to Councillors through Council e-bulletins; 

(c) emails to be issued via Council to networks, grants applicants, Sustainability award 
nominees, businesses, and various other networks, groups and individuals who are 
connected with Council in various ways; and 

(d) direct emails to be issued to community members in the Sustainability and 
Strategic Transport Branch networks. 

6. Following advertisement a review was undertaken of all applications and a shortlist prepared 
for further assessment and applicants scored against a pre-established matrix.   

 
7. The draft terms of reference suggested the working group be made up of one Councillor 

member of YEAC, three community members from YEAC and three further community 
representatives. 

8. As per the draft Terms of Reference, it is intended the committee has the following attributes: 

(a) diversity of waste and recycling interests and knowledge including organic waste 
management, recycling, waste minimisation, waste transport, waste processing 
technology, and community development, engagement and education; 

(b) representation of members of different local community groups; 

(c) representation of a variety of sectors in the municipality, including community 
agencies, business, education, and interested citizens; and 
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(d) a mix of skills and attributes to complement other members of the Working Group. 

9. Applications were assessed by Lisa Coffa (Waste Minimisation and Urban Agriculture 
Coordinator), Matthew Nelson (Waste Minimisation Officer). 

10. There was a strong response to the call for nominations by the community with seventeen 
applicants, one of which was a representative from YEAC.  Although this was not as per the 
draft Terms of Reference, the diversity of knowledge, skills and community representation 
reflected, officers believe one YEAC and five community representatives will bring great 
support for waste minimisation and recycling outcomes.   

11. Officers have shortlisted the below 6 nominees on the above attributes. 

External Consultation 

12. The promotion of the nomination process for W&RWG is detailed in paragraph 6 of this 
report. 

Internal Consultation (One Yarra) 

13. The Communications Unit provided advice and support on the requirements of the public EOI 
process. 

Financial Implications 

14. There are no financial implications associated with this report. 

Economic Implications 

15. There are no economic implications associated with this report. 

Sustainability Implications 

16. The membership has been chosen to best advise Council on waste and recycling issues, 
and support the implementation of the Waste and Resource Recovery Strategy.  

Social Implications 

17. The membership has been chosen to reflect the social diversity of Yarra’s community as 
such as possible from the nominations received. 

Human Rights Implications 

18. Diversity of members on the committee was a consideration, including gender, age, and 
cultural and linguistic diversity. 

Communications with CALD Communities Implications 

19. The promotions for the EOI process targeted some culturally and linguistically diverse groups 
and organisations within Yarra.  

Council Plan, Strategy and Policy Implications 

20. The membership proposed has been chosen to best assist Council in the implementation of 
the adopted Waste and Resource Recovery Strategy. 

Legal Implications 

21. There are no legal implications associated with this report. 

Other Issues 

22. Nil 

Options 

23. Seventeen applications were received. Although the membership was not as per the draft 
Terms of Reference, officers have shortlisted and proposed six members for the working 
group based on their skills, knowledge, experience and ability to represent and assist Council 
to engage with Yarra’s diverse community  

24. Councillors may amend the membership of the proposed shortlist.  

 



Agenda Page 264 

Yarra City Council – Ordinary Meeting of Council Agenda – Tuesday 6 June 2017 

Conclusion 

25. Council staff have undertaken a public EOI process in accordance with the draft Terms of 
Reference and Council’s requirements relating to community advisory committees.  

26. A strong diversity of interests and skills is apparent in the nominees shortlisted. It is 
considered that the proposed shortlist represents the best diversity of membership, and 
provides capacity to ensure a strong and active committee. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 
1. That Council note the report of officers in relation to the Yarra Environment Advisory 

Committee Waste Minimisation Working Group. 

2. The Council, having considered the nominations received, appoint the following applicants to 
the Yarra Environment Advisory Committee Waste Minimisation Working Group: 

(a) Nominee 

(b) Nominee 

(c) Nominee 

(d) Nominee  

(e) Nominee 

(f) Nominee 

3. That the successful and non-successful nominees be advised in writing of the outcome of 
their nomination. 

 

 
CONTACT OFFICER: Lisa Coffa 
TITLE: Waste Minimisation Coordinator 
TEL: 9205 5793 

 
  
Attachments 
1  Draft Terms of Reference - Yarra Environment Advisory Committee (YEAC) - Waste and 

Recycling Working Group 
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Draft Terms of Reference ‐ Yarra Environment Advisory Committee (YEAC) - Waste and 
Recycling Working Group 
 
The Waste and Recycling Working Group is a subcommittee of the Yarra Environment Advisory 
Committee. It is a group, comprising Committee members with interests pertaining to local waste and 
recycling issues to provide advice to the Committee on action towards these issues by Council, 
including effective implementation of the Yarra Waste and Resource Recovery Strategy (2013). 
 
The Waste and Recycling Working Group has no delegated functions or decision making power. 
 
Objectives 
Capitalising on the knowledge, experience and skill available in the Yarra Environment Advisory 
Committee, to provide advice to the Committee in respect to: 

 implementation of the Yarra Waste and Resource Recovery Strategy; 

 key policy development, issues that affect waste and recycling activities in Yarra, and the 

 research, design and delivery of specific waste and recycling programs by Council. 

 raising the profile of the waste and recycling activities within the city of Yarra; and 

 providing an appropriate communication mechanism with Council. 
 
Function 
The Waste and Recycling Working Group will provide advice to the Committee on: 

 The development and implementation of the Yarra Waste and Recycling Strategy (2014-18 
and future), as well as other key policies that affect/support waste and recycling in the City of 
Yarra. 

 Priorities, strategies, initiatives and issues affecting the City of Yarra community in terms of 
waste and recycling; 

 The delivery of the Yarra City Council Council Plan, in particular the implementation of the 
Yarra Waste and Resource Recovery Strategy (2014-18); and 

 How to engage the wider City of Yarra community on waste and recycling issues. 
 
Membership 

 The Yarra Waste and Recycling Working Group will comprise six members as follows: 

 One Councillor member of YEAC 

 Three community members from YEAC 

 Three further community representatives with expertise in waste management 

 A quorum of 50% plus 1 of committee members must be present for any determinations or 
formal advice to YEAC on a particular issue. 

 In addition, meetings will be attended by Council Staff. 

 Regular bi‐monthly meetings will be of 1.5 ‐ 2 hours duration, held at a Council meeting room. 

 Specific additional meetings may be required on an as needs basis, such as during 
consultation for the Yarra Waste and Resource Recovery Strategy in 2017/18. 

 Meetings will be chaired by the YEAC chairperson. 

 Yarra City Council’s Waste Minimisation and Urban Agriculture Coordinator will be the 
secretariat for the Working Group. 

 
Recruitment 

 Community members will have a tenure of 2 years. 

 Council seeks both continuity within the Committee and generation of new ideas and 
direction, and once established a mix of new and existing members is encouraged. Once 
established, any existing members seeking another term must re‐nominate.  

 Council seeks applicants with an ability to work collaboratively with other members and 
Council, a strong interest and proven understanding of the local waste and recycling issues,  

 a willingness to commit 2 hours every two months to attend Working Group meetings. 

 It is intended to create a committee with the following attributes: 
 

a. Diversity of waste and recycling interests and knowledge including organic waste 
management, recycling, waste minimisation, waste transport, waste processing 
technology, and community development, engagement and education; 



Agenda Page 266 

Attachment 1 - Draft Terms of Reference - Yarra Environment Advisory Committee 
(YEAC) - Waste and Recycling Working Group 

Yarra City Council – Ordinary Meeting of Council Agenda – Tuesday 6 June 2017 

b. Representation of members of different local community groups; 
c. Representation of a variety of sectors in the municipality, including community agencies, 

business, education, and interested citizens; 
d. A mix of skills and attributes to complement other members of the Working Group; 

 

 Members will be selected on the merits of their skills and their ability to contribute to ensuring 
the attributes are achieved 
 

Resignation 
A member of the Working Group may resign at any time. Notice of resignation is to be provided in 
writing to the YWRWG Secretariat. 
Membership of the Committee will be deemed to have resigned if they fail to attend two consecutive 
YWRAC meetings without prior notice. 
Any member who resigns or whose membership is terminated, may be replaced at the discretion of 
the Chair and Secretariat, seeking members initially from any previously unsuccessful applicants. 
 
Conflicts of Interest 
In the event of a conflict of interest arising for any member of the Working Group, the member will 
disclose the interest and clearly state the nature of that interest at the meeting before the matter is 
considered. Any member who discloses a Conflict of Interest in a matter, must leave the room and not 
participate in any discussion, nor vote on the matter in which they have a conflict. 
 
Sunset 
This committee will cease operation on 30 October 2020. 
 
Contact Details 
All questions or queries regarding the Yarra Waste and Recycling Working Group should be directed 
to the Secretariat: 
 
Lisa Coffa 
Waste Minimisation and Urban Agriculture Coordinator 
T (03) 9205 5793 
E Lisa.Coffa@yarracity.vic.gov.au 
F (03) 8417 6666 
P City of Yarra PO Box 168, Richmond 3121 

  



Agenda Page 267 

Yarra City Council – Ordinary Meeting of Council Agenda – Tuesday 6 June 2017 

 

12.1 Notice of Motion No 13 of 2017 - Flying of Co Vang Flag     

 

Trim Record Number: D17/69305 
Responsible Officer: Group Manager Chief Executive's Office  
  
 

I, Councillor Daniel Nguyen, hereby give notice that it is my intention to move the following motion 
at the Ordinary Meeting of Council to be held on 6 June 2017: 
 
“That Yarra City Council: 
 
(a) having regard to its resolution of 4 April 2017: 

“…approving the flying of approved community flags from the fourth flagpole at the Town Hall 
on 19 June each year…..” (this includes the Co Vang Flag); 

 

(b) having regard to its resolution of 2 May 2017: 
“….to approve flying of the Rainbow flag permanently from the fourth flagpoles at each Town 
Hall except when the flag poles are required for flying other flags in accordance with the Civic 
Flags Policy…”; 

 
(c) note request from the Vietnamese community to conduct their flag raising ceremony at each 

Town Hall on Saturday 17 June 2017 (being a week-end day when community members are 
more easily able to attend); and 

 
(d) approve the community Co Vang flag to remain flying continuously from Saturday 17 June 

through to the end of the day on 19 June 2017.” 

 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

1. That Yarra City Council: 

(a) having regard to its resolution of 4 April 2017: 
“…approving the flying of approved community flags from the fourth flagpole at the 
Town Hall on 19 June each year…..” (this includes the Co Vang Flag); 

 

(b) having regard to its resolution of 2 May 2017: 
“….to approve flying of the Rainbow flag permanently from the fourth flagpoles at each 
Town Hall except when the flag poles are required for flying other flags in accordance 
with the Civic Flags Policy…”; 

 
(c) note request from the Vietnamese community to conduct their flag raising ceremony at 

each Town Hall on Saturday 17 June 2017 (being a week-end day when community 
members are more easily able to attend); 

 
(d) approve the community Co Vang flag to remain flying continuously from Saturday 17 

June through to the end of the day on 19 June 2017. 
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