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Yarra City Council – Special Meeting of Council Agenda – Wednesday 17 May 2017 

 

 
 

Special Meeting of 
Council 

Agenda 

 
 

to be held on Wednesday 17 May 2017 at 6.30pm 
Richmond Town Hall 

 
 

Disability - Access and Inclusion  
to Committee and Council Meetings: 

  
Facilities/services provided at the Richmond and Fitzroy Town Halls: 

 Entrance ramps and lifts (off Moor Street at Fitzroy, entry foyer at 
Richmond) 

 Hearing loop (Richmond only), the receiver accessory may be 
accessed by request to either the Chairperson or the Governance 
Officer at the commencement of the meeting, proposed resolutions are 
displayed on large screen and Auslan interpreting (by arrangement, 
tel. 9205 5110) 

 Electronic sound system amplifies Councillors’ debate 

 Interpreting assistance (by arrangement, tel. 9205 5110) 

 Disability accessible toilet facilities 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.yarracity.vic.gov.au
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Order of business 

1. Statement of recognition of Wurundjeri Land 

2. Attendance, apologies and requests for leave of absence 

3. Declarations of conflict of interest (Councillors and staff) 

4. Council business reports 
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1. Statement of Recognition of Wurundjeri Land 

“Welcome to the City of Yarra.” 
 
“Yarra City Council acknowledges the Wurundjeri as the Traditional Owners of this 
country, pays tribute to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people in Yarra and 
gives respect to the Elders past and present.” 

 

2. Attendance, apologies and requests for leave of absence 

Anticipated attendees: 

Councillors 
 
• Cr Amanda Stone (Mayor) 
• Cr Danae Bosler 
• Cr Mi-Lin Chen Yi Mei 
• Cr Misha Coleman 
• Cr Jackie Fristacky 
• Cr Stephen Jolly 
• Cr Mike McEvoy 
• Cr Daniel Nguyen 
 

Council officers 
 
• Ivan Gilbert (Acting Chief Executive Officer) 
• Ange Marshall (Acting Director - Corporate, Business and Finance) 
• Chris Leivers (Director - Community Wellbeing) 
• Joanne Murdoch (Director - Advocacy and Engagement) 
• Jane Waldock (Acting Director - Planning and Place making) 
• Guy Wilson-Browne (Director - City Works and Assets) 
• Fred Warner (Group Manager – People, Culture and Community) 
• Mel Nikou (Governance Officer) 
 

Leave of absence 
 
• Cr James Searle 
 

3. Declarations of conflict of interest (Councillors and staff) 

 

4. Council business reports 

Item  Page Rec. 
Page 

Report Presenter 

4.1 Presentation of Submissions to the Draft 
2017- 21 Council Plan and Draft 2017-18 

Budget 

5 7 Ange Marshall – 
Acting Director 
Corporate Business 

and Finance 
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 Public submissions procedure 

The public submission period is an opportunity to provide information to Council, not to 
ask questions or engage in debate. 

When the chairperson invites verbal submissions from the gallery, members of the 
public who wish to participate are to: 

(a) state their name clearly for the record; 

(b) direct their submission to the chairperson; 

(c) speak for a maximum of five minutes; 

(d) confine their remarks to the matter under consideration; 

(e) refrain from repeating information already provided by previous submitters; and 

(f) remain silent following their submission unless called upon by the chairperson to 
make further comment. 
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4.1 Presentation of Submissions to the Draft 2017- 21 Council Plan and Draft 2017-18 
Budget     

 

Trim Record Number: D17/55468 
Responsible Officer: Chief Financial Officer  
  
 

Purpose 

1. To consider submissions to the draft 2017-21 Council Plan and 2017-18 draft Budget and to, 
in accordance with Section 223 of the Local Government Act 1989 (the Act), hear any person 
who wishes to speak in support of a written submission. 

Background 

2. Under Section 223 of (the Act), Council is required to: 

(a) adopt a proposed Budget and Council Plan; 

(b) give public notice outlining how the community can access a copy of the budget, 
timelines for submissions (at least 28 days) and the option to speak to their submission 
at a Council meeting; 

(c) receive submissions; 

(d) hear submissions at a Council meeting; and 

(e) write to each submitter noting Council’s decision on their submission. 

3. Council formulates its proposed Budget and Council Plan around the general services a 
Council is expected to provide and additional, works, services, and programs Council 
determines on, from requests presented by community members and groups. 

4. The proposed 2017-21 Council Plan and 2017-18 draft Budget were thus presented to the 
Ordinary Council meeting 4 April 2017 and authorised to be presented for the formal 
advertising and consultation process. 

5. The proposed 2017-21 Council Plan and 2017-18 draft Budget were publicised via: 

(a) a formal notice in The Age on Thursday 6 April 2017;  

(b) a double page advertisement in the Melbourne Weekly Times; 

(c) a double page spread in Yarra News, delivered to some 47,000 Yarra households and 
commercial properties;  

(d) extensive information (including questions and answers) on Council’s website, hot 
topics, and our dedicated online engagement portal; 

(e) a detailed letter (including an additional question and answers fact sheet) mailed to all 
non-resident ratepayers; 

(f) communications via Council’s social media channels (Facebook and Twitter) and our 
customer service centres and libraries; 

(g) E-news with links to members of our 14 advisory committees and registered members 
of our online engagement portal; and 

(h) advertisements on community radio including non-English speaking radio programs 
and in community non-English speaking newspapers.  

6. The proposed Council Plan and Budget have been available for public inspection for 35 
days, from 6 April – 11 May 2017. 

Consultation 

7. The community were given a number of options for submitting feedback: 
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(a) formal submissions received via email, online on Council’s website, post, or in-person 
as stipulated under Sect 223 of the Local Government Act; and 

(b) five open community information sessions were held at the following times and 
locations: 

(i) Wednesday 19 April, Edinburgh Gardens Community Centre, Fitzroy 6.00pm – 
8.00pm; 

(ii) Friday 21 April, Studio 1 GTV 9, Richmond 12.00pm - 2.00pm; 

(iii) Thursday 27 April, Fitzroy Town Hall, 6.00pm – 8.00pm; 

(iv) Saturday 29 April, Collingwood Senior Citizens Centre 10.00 am – 12.00pm; 

(v) Thursday 4 May, Richmond Town Hall 6.00pm – 8.00pm. 

8. People making formal submissions to the proposed Council budget could elect to be heard 
on their submission at the Special Council meeting on 17 May 2017. 

9. After considering submissions from the consultation process, the proposed Council Plan and 
Budget will be presented at the 6 June Council meeting for adoption.  

10. A summary of the submissions processed has been provided as Attachment 1. The summary 
reflects submissions processed as at 4 May 2017. The submission period was open until 11 
May 2017, and there was a significant volume of submissions received in the week between 
the original closing date, and 11 May.  These submissions were still being processed at the 
time of writing this report. Full copies of all of the submissions will be made available to 
Councillors prior to the Special Council meeting. 

11. At the time of writing the report Council has received approximately 1,000 submissions.  
(This is a substantial increase compared to a total of 135 submissions received during last 
year’s budget consultation and 52 submissions received in 2013). 

12. Of note is that there: 

(a) have to date been 2,409 visits to Yarra’s corporate website and Your Say Yarra online 
portal, with 973 informed visitors, 550 visitors making a submission, and 720 visitors 
downloading documents; 

(b) were five ‘drop-in’ information sessions (as noted above) = 50 attendees; and 

(c) has been a total reach across all of Council’s social media platforms = 78,303 

13. The vast majority of the submissions, at the time of writing this report, are in response to the 
proposed Waste Service Charge (452 in opposition, 20 in support with the balance of 
submissions either requesting further information or not stating a position). The second most 
popular issue submitters raised was requesting funding be allocated in the Budget for 
LAPMS work (36 submissions) particularly in Scotchmer and Princes Hill. 

Financial Implications 

14. The Council Plan and Budget process is guided by legislation and has major financial 
implications for Council’s current and future operations and financial direction into the future. 

Economic Implications 

15. There are no economic impacts to be considered in this report. 

Sustainability Implications 

16. There are no sustainability impacts to be considered in this report. 

Social Implications 

17. There are no social impacts to be considered in this report. 

Human Rights Implications 

18. There are no human rights impacts to be considered in this report. 
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Communications with CALD Communities Implications 

19. The following communications with CALD communities as part of the Section 223 Council 
Plan and Budget consultation process and: 

(a) as noted above, advertisements were broadcast on community radio including non-
English speaking radio programs and in community non-English speaking newspapers; 

(b) access to an interpreter service was available at the open community information 
sessions; and 

(c) standard translation panel was included on a range of advertising and promotional 
material. 

Council Plan, Strategy and Policy Implications 

20. The Council Plan 2017-21 will replace the existing Council Plan 2013-17. The new Council 
Plan has been influenced by existing strategies and policies and will in turn influence 
subsequent strategy and policy development. 

Legal Implications 

21. The requirements of the Local Government Act 1989 have been applied to the proposed 

Council Plan and Budget preparation process, including: giving public notice of the 
submission period; receiving public submissions; and hearing those submissions who 
specifically requested to present verbally. 

Other Issues 

22. There are no other issues to be considered in this report. 

Options 

23. There are no other options to be considered in this report. 

Conclusion 

24. Council has received submissions and feedback on the 2017-18 proposed Budget and 
Council Plan 2017-21. Following consideration of submissions, it is proposed that Council 
adopt the 2017-21 Council Plan and 2017-18 Budget at the Ordinary Council Meeting on 6 
June 2017. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
1. That Council: 

(a) receive and note written and oral submissions on the proposed 2017-21 Council Plan 
and 2017-18 draft Budget in accordance with Section 223 of the Local Government Act 

1989 received during the submission period; 

(b) resolves that submissions received regarding these documents be acknowledged, in 
writing, in accordance with section 223(1) (d) (ii) of the Act; and 

(c) note that any matters arising from the submissions process will be referred for 
consideration and decision by Council on Tuesday 6 June 2017 in accordance with the 
Act. 

 

 
CONTACT OFFICER: Ange  Marshall 
TITLE: Chief Financial Officer 
TEL: 9205 5544 

 
  
Attachments 
1  Summary of Submissions   
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