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Ordinary Meeting of 
Council 

Agenda 

 
 

to be held on Tuesday 2 May 2017 at 7.00pm 
Richmond Town Hall 

 
 

Disability - Access and Inclusion  
to Committee and Council Meetings: 

  
Facilities/services provided at the Richmond and Fitzroy Town Halls: 

 Entrance ramps and lifts (off Moor Street at Fitzroy, entry foyer at 
Richmond) 

 Hearing loop (Richmond only), the receiver accessory may be 
accessed by request to either the Chairperson or the Governance 
Officer at the commencement of the meeting, proposed resolutions are 
displayed on large screen and Auslan interpreting (by arrangement, 
tel. 9205 5110) 

 Electronic sound system amplifies Councillors’ debate 

 Interpreting assistance (by arrangement, tel. 9205 5110) 

 Disability accessible toilet facilities 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.yarracity.vic.gov.au



Agenda Page 2 

Yarra City Council – Ordinary Meeting of Council Agenda – Tuesday 2 May 2017 

Order of business 

1. Statement of recognition of Wurundjeri Land 

2. Attendance, apologies and requests for leave of absence 

3. Declarations of conflict of interest (Councillors and staff) 

4. Confidential business reports 

5. Confirmation of minutes 

6. Petitions and joint letters 

7. Public question time 

8. General business 

9. Delegates’ reports 

10. Questions without notice 

11. Council business reports 

12. Notices of motion 

13. Urgent business 
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1. Statement of Recognition of Wurundjeri Land 

“Welcome to the City of Yarra.” 
 
“Yarra City Council acknowledges the Wurundjeri as the Traditional Owners of this 
country, pays tribute to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people in Yarra and 
gives respect to the Elders past and present.” 

 

2. Attendance, apologies and requests for leave of absence 

Anticipated attendees: 

Councillors 
 
• Cr Amanda Stone (Mayor) 
• Cr Danae Bosler 
• Cr Mi-Lin Chen Yi Mei 
• Cr Jackie Fristacky 
• Cr Stephen Jolly 
• Cr Mike McEvoy 
• Cr Daniel Nguyen 
• Cr James Searle 
 

Council officers 
 

• Andrew Day (Acting Chief Executive Officer)  
• Ivan Gilbert (Group Manager - CEO’s Office) 
• Chris Leivers (Director - Community Wellbeing) 
• Joanne Murdoch (Director - Advocacy and Engagement) 
• Bruce Phillips (Director - Planning and Place Making) 
• Jane Waldock (Assistant Director - Planning and Place making) 
• Guy Wilson-Browne (Director - City Works and Assets) 
• Fred Warner (Group Manager – People, Culture and Community) 
• Mel Nikou (Governance Officer) 
 

Apology 
 
• Cr Misha Coleman 
 

3. Declarations of conflict of interest (Councillors and staff) 

4. Confidential business reports 

Item  

4.1 Contractual matters 

4.2 Contractual matters 

4.3 Matters relating to legal advice; AND Matters prejudicial to Council and/or 

any person 

4.4 Matters prejudicial to Council and/or any person 

4.5 Matters prejudicial to Council and/or any person 
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 Confidential business reports  

The following items were deemed by the Chief Executive Officer to be suitable for 
consideration in closed session in accordance with section 89 (2) of the Local 
Government Act 1989. In accordance with that Act, Council may resolve to consider 
these issues in open or closed session. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 

1. That the meeting be closed to members of the public, in accordance with section 89 
(2) of the Local Government Act 1989, to allow consideration of: 

(a) Contractual matters; 

(b) Matters relating to legal advice; and 

(c) Matters prejudicial to Council and/or any person; and 

2. That all information contained within the Confidential Business Reports section of 
this agenda and reproduced as Council Minutes be treated as being and remaining 
strictly confidential in accordance with the provisions of sections 77 and 89 of the 
Local Government Act 1989 until Council resolves otherwise. 

 
 
  

5. Confirmation of minutes 

RECOMMENDATION 

That the minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting held on Tuesday 11 April 2017 be 
confirmed.  

 

6. Petitions and joint letters  

 

7. Public question time 

Yarra City Council welcomes questions from members of the community. 

Public question time is an opportunity to ask questions, not to make statements or 
engage in debate. 

Questions should not relate to items listed on the agenda. (Council will consider 
submissions on these items separately.) 

Members of the public who wish to participate are to: 

(a) state their name clearly for the record; 

(b) direct their questions to the chairperson; 

(c) ask a maximum of two questions; 

(d) speak for a maximum of five minutes; 

(e) refrain from repeating questions that have been asked previously by themselves 
or others; and 

(f) remain silent following their question unless called upon by the chairperson to 
make further comment. 
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8. General business 

 

9. Delegates’ reports 

 

10. Questions without notice 
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11. Council business reports 

Item  Page Rec. 
Page 

Report Presenter 

11.1 Proposed Discontinuance of the Road 
Abutting 13-15 Brunswick Street, Fitzroy - 

Consideration of Submissions 

7 11 Bill Graham – 
Coordinator 

Valuations  

11.2 Road Management Plan 19 24 Kim O’Connor – 
Manager 
Engineering and 

Asset Management  

11.3 Green Waste Service Update 111 118 Colm Connolly – 
Assistant Manager 
City Works 

  Public submissions procedure 

The public submission period is an opportunity to provide information to Council, not to 
ask questions or engage in debate. 

When the chairperson invites verbal submissions from the gallery, members of the 
public who wish to participate are to: 

(a) state their name clearly for the record; 

(b) direct their submission to the chairperson; 

(c) speak for a maximum of five minutes; 

(d) confine their remarks to the matter under consideration; 

(e) refrain from repeating information already provided by previous submitters; and 

(f) remain silent following their submission unless called upon by the chairperson to 
make further comment. 

 

12. Notices of motion 

Item  Page Rec. 
Page 

Report Presenter 

12.1 Notice of Motion No.9 of 2017 - Marriage 

Equality 
119 119 James Searle - 

Councillor 

12.2 Notice of Motion No.10 of 2017 - Safe 

Schools Program 
120 121 James Searle - 

Councillor 

12.3 Notice of Motion No.11 of 2017 - Termination 
of the Associate Degree in Urban 

Horticulture, Burnley Campus 

122 124 Mi-Lin Chen Yi Mei 
- Councillor 

  

13. Urgent business  

Nil 
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11.1 Proposed Discontinuance of the Road Abutting 13-15 Brunswick Street, Fitzroy - 
Consideration of Submissions     

 

Trim Record Number: D17/35308 
Responsible Officer: Chief Financial Officer  
  
 

Purpose 

1. For Council to consider whether the road shown as lots 1 and 2 on the title plan contained in 
Attachment 1 (Title Plan) to this report, being part of the land contained in Conveyance Book 
B No. 280 (Road), should be discontinued pursuant to the Local Government Act 1989 (Act) 
and sold to the owners of 13 and 15 Brunswick Street, Fitzroy (Adjoining Owners) 
respectively (the Proposal). 

Background 

2. The road is last registered in the names of W. Underwood and T. Bennett. A copy of the title 
to the Road is contained in Attachment 2 to this report. 

3. The Roads is shown as lots 1 and 2 on the Title Plan and coloured on the plan attached as 
Attachment 3 to this report (Site Plan). 

4. The Road is constructed as a footway and abuts the following properties (together Owner’s 
Properties): 

(a) 13 Brunswick Street, Fitzroy, being land contained in certificate of title volume 2436 
folio 119; and 

(b) 15 Brunswick Street, Fitzroy, being land contained in certificate of title volume 3060 
folio 926. 

5. At its meeting on 6 December 2016, Council resolved to commence the statutory procedures 
and give notice pursuant to section 207A and 223 of the Act of its intention to discontinue the 
and sell the Road to the owners of the Owners’ Properties. 

Discussion 

Public Notice 

6. The required public notice was placed in: 

(a) the Melbourne Time Weekly on 25 January 2017; 

(b) the Herald Sun on 25 January 2017; 

(c) Council’s Facebook page on 25 January 2017; and 

(d) Council’s website on 24 January 2017. 

7. Large Copies of the notice were attached to fence and gate at either end of the road. 

8. By letter dated 23 January 2017, Council informed various owners and occupiers of 
properties in the vicinity of the Road (Local Owners/Occupiers) of the proposal, and 
provided the Local Owners/Occupiers with a copy of the public notice. 

9. A copy of the letter to Local Owners/Occupiers and a plan showing the relevant properties is 
attached as Attachment 4 to this report. 

10. Following the publication of the public notice Council received 137 submissions and 3 
petitions containing a total of 707 signatures. Both have been distributed to Councillors 
separately. Below is a table outlining the submissions supporting the proposal and against 
the proposal. 

 

 

 



Agenda Page 8 

Yarra City Council – Ordinary Meeting of Council Agenda – Tuesday 2 May 2017 

 
Objection to the 
road 
discontinuance 

In support of the road 
discountenance 

Number of Submissions 
 

53 84 

Number of Signatures 
contained in three (3) 
petitions 

25 682 

Total 78 766 

 
Submissions in support of Proposal 

11. The submissions received in support of the proposal may be summarised as follows: 

(a) the Proposal would result in a decrease in crime. In particular, submitters noted that the 
Road, in its open form, facilitated various types of criminal activities either within the 
Road or the land nearby the Road; 

(b) access to the Road is not required for use by the general public, as the Road is not 
wide enough to adequately support safe pedestrian traffic; 

(c) the Proposal would remove the opportunity for homeless persons to occupy the Road; 

(d) the proposal would decrease the risk of vandalism and damage to the Owners’ 
Properties as it would remove a point of access for criminals; 

(e) the Proposal would decrease the likelihood of its use as a dumping ground for rubbish; 
and 

(f) the Proposal would remove the cost to the Adjoining Owners associated with the 
relocation of building infrastructure currently occupying the Road. 

Officer comments on submissions in support of Proposal 

12. The following Comments are offered by officers in respect of the submissions made in 
support of the Proposal: 

(a) there is no evidence one way or the other that the Road in its open form would assist 
crime; 

(b) the proposal would remove the opportunity for all community members to access the 
road, as is currently the case; 

(c) it is possible that the Proposal could decrease the risk of vandalism and damage to the 
Owner’s Properties; 

(d) it is possible the Proposal would limit the likelihood of the Road being used for dumping 
rubbish; and 

(e) the Proposal would enable the Adjoining Owners to leave the building infrastructure 
currently in the Road. 

Objections to Proposal 

13. The Submissions received in opposition to the proposal may be summarised as follows: 

(a) access to amenities, municipal assets and local properties would be lost; 

(b) the road should be available for public use; 

(c) restricting access to the Road would increase vehicular traffic in the surrounding area, 
as pedestrians are likely to drive rather than walk the extra distance; 

(d) the Road should remain recorded on Council’s register of public roads; 
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(e) the Road increases public safety in the neighbourhood by increasing access to 
emergency services; 

(f) the Road is of social and historical significance; 

(g) the Road is undervalued by Council; and 

(h) the conduct of the Adjoining Owners in occupying a public asset should not be 
rewarded. 

Officer Comments on Objections to Proposal 

14. The following officer comments are offered in respect of the submissions made in objection 
to the Proposal: 

(a) the Road has not been physically accessible to the public for an extended period. 
There are no properties that would become inaccessible due to the physical closure of 
the Road; 

(b) removing the barriers would provide through access between Brunswick Street and 
Fitzroy Street; 

(c) no evidence has been provided to suggest that the Proposal would positively or 
negatively impact traffic conditions; 

(d) the existence of the Road on Council’s road register does not preclude Council from 
considering the Proposal; 

(e) no evidence has been provided to suggest that the Proposal would positively or 
negatively impact on public safety; 

(f) the Road is not recorded on any register as a place of historical significance; 

(g) Council has obtained a valuation of the Road from a qualified valuer; and 

(h) the Adjoining Owners did not obtain the permission of Council to physically close the 
Road to the public. 

Road Status 

15. It is established that the Road is a road which Council has the power to consider 
discontinuing pursuant to the Act. Upon being discontinued, the Road will vest in the Council. 

Statutory Authorities 

16. The Following statutory authorities have been advised of the proposed discontinuance of the 
Road and have been asked to respond to the question of whether they have any existing 
assets in the Road which should be saved under section 207C of the Act; City West Water, 
Melbourne Water, CitiPower, APA Group, Telstra, Optus and Yarra City Council. 

17. All of the above authorities have advised that they have no assets in or above the Road and 
no objection to the proposed discontinuance of the Road.  

Internal Consultation (One Yarra) 

18. Nil 

Financial Implications 

19. Nil 

Economic Implications 

20. The Adjoining Owners have agreed to acquire the Road for its market value (plus GST). 

21. In addition to the market value of the Road (plus GST), the Adjoining Owners have agreed to 
pay Council’s costs and disbursements associated with the Proposal. 

Sustainability Implications 

22. Nil 
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Social Implications 

23. Nil 

Human Rights Implications 

24. Nil 

Communications with CALD Communities Implications 

25. All notices and correspondence issued with respect of this report will contain referral 
information to Yarralink Interpreter Services. 

Council Plan, Strategy and Policy Implications 

26. Nil 

Legal Implications 

27. If the Road is discontinued and sold to the Owners, Council will require the Owners to 
consolidate the titles to the former Roads with the title to the Owner’s Property within 6 
months of the date of transfer of the Roads to the Owner at the Owner’s expense. 

28. If the Road is not discontinued the matter will be referred to Council’s compliance and 
governance branches to undertake the procedures necessary to return the occupied road to 
an unoccupied road.  

Other Issues 

29. Nil 

Options 

30. Nil 

Conclusion 

31. Council must now determine whether the Road is reasonably required for public use in order 
to decide whether the Road should be discontinued and sold pursuant to clause 3 of 
schedule 10 of the Act. In considering the intricacies of this site, the fact that it has not been 
utilised as a through fare for some time and that there is the potential for significant costs in 
returning it to a public through fare. Officers are recommending it be discontinued. It should 
be noted that, should Council determine otherwise it is well within Council’s power to re-open 
the road. 
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RECOMMENDATION 
 
1. That Council, having considered all submissions received in response to the public notice 

and having heard those people who requested to be heard in support of their submission in 
accordance with section 223 of the Local Government Act 1989 (Act), regarding Council’s 

proposal to discontinue and sell the road shown as lots 1 and 2 on the title plan contained in 
Attachment 1 to this report (Road), being part of the land contained in Conveyance Book B 

No. 280, acting under clause 3 of Schedule 10 of the Act: 

(a) resolves, having followed all the required statutory procedures pursuant to section 207A 
and 223 of the Act pursuant to its power under Schedule 10 clause 3 of the Act, to 
discontinue the Road and sell the land from the Road, for the following reasons: 

(i) it considers that the Road is not reasonably required for public use; 

(ii) the discontinuance and sale of the Road would decrease the risk of crime; and 

(iii) Council is satisfied with the purchase price of the sale of the Road; and 

(b) directs that a notice pursuant to the provisions of clause 3(a) of Schedule 10 of the Act 
is to be published in the Victoria Government Gazette; 

(c) directs that, once discontinued, lot 1 on the title plan be sold to the owner of 13 
Brunswick Street, Fitzroy and lot 2 on the title plan be sold to the owner of 15 
Brunswick Street, Fitzroy and that the roads be sold for no less than the market value 
as determined by the Act; 

(d) directs that the CEO sign any transfer of the Roads and any other documents required 
to be signed in connection with the discontinuance of the Road and its subsequent sale 
to the Adjoining Owners; and 

(e) directs that the adjoining owners and all persons who have made a submission be 
advised of Council’s decision. 

 

 

 
CONTACT OFFICER: Bill Graham 
TITLE: Coordinator Valuations 
TEL: 9205 5270 

 
  
Attachments 
1  Title Plan  
2  Title to Road  
3  Site Plan  
4  Local Owners/Occupiers  
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Attachment 2 - Title to Road 
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Yarra City Council – Ordinary Meeting of Council Agenda – Tuesday 2 May 2017 
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11.2 Road Management Plan 

 

Executive Summary 

Purpose 

To advise Councillors that a review of Councils Road Management Plan (RMP) has been 
completed. 
 
To consider the draft Road Management Plan (RMP) 2017- 2021 and to resolve to place the 
document on public exhibition. 
 

Key Issues 

A review of the Road Management Plan is a requirement of the Road Management Act 2004 (the 
Act) and must be considered by Council by 30 June 2017. 
 
The RMP, once endorsed by Council, will need to be advertised in the Victorian Gazette to 
commence a 28 day public submission process. The RMP will then go back to Council in June for 
consideration of any submissions received and final adoption. 
 

Financial Implications 

The proposed levels of service for Council’s local road and footpath inspection and maintenance 
have been based on an assessment of what Council is able to achieve within existing budgetary 
constraints and priorities in line with the Long Term Financial Strategy (LTFS).  
 
There is no anticipated increase in funding arising from the revised draft RMP. 
 
The proposed Service levels are based on funding provided in the 2017/18 Budget are as follows:  
 
(a) Roads, Footpaths, Kerb and Channels, and Lanes (Capital Expenditure) $7,713,700; 

(b) Drainage (Capital Expenditure) $1,144,000; 

(c) Road Maintenance (Operational Expenditure) $4,355,000; and  

(d) Street, Lane and Drain Cleaning (Operational Expenditure) $3,491,000. 
 
It is recommended that this is maintained for the four year life of the RMP adjusted annually in 
accordance with CPI and the Long Term Financial Strategy.  
 

PROPOSAL 

It is proposed that the revised RMP (as attached) be considered by Council to commence with the 
28 day public submission process. Submissions will be considered and any amendments will be 
presented to Council for final adoption in June 2017. 
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11.2 Road Management Plan     

 

Trim Record Number: D17/45674 
Responsible Officer: Director - City Works and Assets  
  
 

Purpose 

1. The purpose of this report is to advise Council that in accordance with the requirements of 
the Road Management Act 2004 (the Act); 

(a) a review of Council’s Road Management Plan (RMP) has occurred; 

(b) to outline the process followed to amend Council’s current RMP; 

(c) to provide details of proposed changes to the RMP; and 

(d) to recommend that the amended RMP be published in the Government Gazette and a 
local daily newspaper as required by section 54 of the Road Management Act 2004. 

Background 

2. The Road Management Act 2004 (the Act) aims to deliver improved, more efficient road 
management practices, a safer road network and fairer and clearer rights for road users and 
road managers. 

3. The Act and insurance law reforms introduced in 2004 created a comprehensive package of 
civil liability protection for councils and other road authorities. 

The key features of the Act are: 

(a) the requirement for a road authority to have a Road Management Plan (RMP) in place 
in order to receive a level of statutory protection against civil liability claims under the 
Act; 

(b) establishes through a Code of Practice, the allocation of responsibility between road 
authorities for managing different parts of the road reserve (e.g. roadway, footpath, 
service road); 

(c) requires a road authority to establish a Register of Public Roads listing each public 
road for which it is responsible; 

(d) clearly define powers and obligations in regard to traffic management (including 
clearways), access management, road works by utilities, and maintenance of public 
transport infrastructure within road reserves; 

(e) continues to provide municipalities with responsibility for parking on arterial roads; 

(f) provides for VicRoads to implement clearways on declared arterial roads, subject to 
consultation with Councils, affected landowners, traders and the community in 
accordance with a Code of Practice; 

(g) confirms responsibility for the declared arterial network to VicRoads. The Act allows for 
VicRoads and Councils to enter into arrangements to transfer or delegate to one 
another for any operational or coordinating functions; and 

(h) allows for a Code of Practice for utilities works on the road reserve. The Code requires 
utilities to obtain consent from road authorities for certain works; adequately reinstate 
roads after completion of works; and be responsible for the repair of road infrastructure 
damaged by failure of utility infrastructure (e.g. burst water mains). 

4. The Code of Practice for Road Management Plans associated with the Road Management 
Act states that the contents of a road management plan should include; 

(a) a description of those assets on public roads for which a road authority is responsible; 

(b) the standard, or target condition, of those assets to be maintained by a road authority; 
and 
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(c) a management system as established and implemented by a road authority to 
discharge its duty to inspect, maintain, and repair public roads for which it is 
responsible. 

5. Council developed a RMP in accordance with its Asset Management Policy and Asset 
Management Strategy. Council adopted the current RMP at its meeting on 17 September 
2013. Council must re-adopt its RMP every 4 years. 

6. The assets covered by the RMP include roads, kerb and channel, lanes, pathways (within 
road reserves) and shared zones, bridges and drainage pipes and pits.  

7. The proposed RMP focus is on the operational activities in road management and is based 
on the Code of Practice for Road Management Plan prepared by the Victoria State 
Government. 

8. The Road Management (General) Regulations 2016 (linked to the Act) require council’s to 
ensure that the standards in relation to, and the priorities to be given to the inspection, 
maintenance and repair of the roads and the classes of road to which the Council’s Road 
Management Plan applies are safe, efficient and appropriate for use by the community. 

9. The proposed amended RMP (Attachment 1) is provided for consideration and adoption by 
Council. The proposed changes to the current RMP include; 

(a) Assets outside the road reserves such as park pathways and car parks are excluded 
as they are not considered as road assets under the Act; 

(b) Six-weekly drive-through inspections had now been removed as they are considered to 
be too resource intensive and not overly effective in identifying and recording road and 
footpath defects; 

(c) Annual inspections of roads with major on-road bike lanes instead of once every two 
years; 

(d) Three-yearly inspections of laneways instead of every two years (based on existing 
staff resources and budgets); 

(e) Only defect types considered to be potential hazards to road users are included. Road 
defects such as wheel ruts, delamination, crocodile cracks, etc. are considered to be 
condition issues affecting the performance and are excluded from the Plan; 

(f) Some of the intervention levels and response times had been rationalised. The 
rationalisation process was predicated on the following considerations: 

(i) the forecast financial and staff resources as per the LTFS; 

(ii) benchmarking against the service standards of neighbouring councils and 
VicRoads; 

(iii) recognition of Yarra’s unique environment, particularly the heritage significance 
and the constraints due to street trees;  

(iv) reducing the number of variations in the intervention levels, where they are not of 
material impacts, to more uniform standards; and 

(v) feedback from Council’s maintenance and engineering staff on the effectiveness 
and efficiency of past performance. 

(g) Changes to levels of service and intervention levels are relatively minor and within 
current funding allocated in the 10-year Long Term Financial Strategy. For example, 
footpath lips are now standardised to be no more than 30mm for both high and low 
pedestrian volume streets before maintenance is carried out. Maintenance standards 
for laneways are reviewed and amended where appropriate to reflect the low utilisation 
of laneways on the road hierarchy; and 

(h) The Register of Public Roads has been updated. 
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10. The proposed amendments do not alter the intent of the relevant Sections nor do they seek 
to absolve Council of its responsibilities under the Road Management Act.  Further, the 
proposed Levels of Service have been compared against those stipulated in neighbouring 
council road management plans and the proposed levels of service are consistent with other 
councils. 

External Consultation 

11. Once Council has adopted the proposed amended RMP, a notice must be placed in the 
Government Gazette and a local daily newspaper advising that Council intends to amend its 
RMP (in the form placed on exhibition) and inviting submissions on the proposed amended 
RMP. The submission period will be for a period of 28 days. Invitations to make a submission 
on the proposed amended RMP will also be placed in Council’s advertorials in the local 
newspaper and the Yarra website. Copies of the proposed amended RMP will be available 
on the Yarra website and at Richmond Town Hall. 

12. Copies of the RMP have been forwarded to VicRoads and Yarra Trams for comment.  

13. Copies of the RMP will be sent to various organisations such as Bicycle Victoria, the Bicycle 
Advisory Group, Yarra BUG, and the Disability Advisory Committee. 

14. A further report will be presented to Council in June 2017 to consider any submissions 
received and to adopt the final version of the amended RMP. A notice of the adoption of the 
RMP must be then placed in the Government Gazette and a local newspaper as required by 
Section 55 of the Road Management Act 2004. 

Internal Consultation (One Yarra) 

15. The development of the RMP involved a review of all Council’s current practices and 
processes to ensure they met the requirements of the Road Management Act 2004. This 
included standards, life cycle tactics, levels of service, systems, knowledge of assets, works 
programs, monitoring of road infrastructure condition, reporting and monitoring mechanisms 
for maintenance, and maintenance intervention levels, and inspection programs.  

16. The review has involved staff from City Works, Engineering and Asset Management, 
Construction Management, Traffic and Special Projects, Open Space, Strategic Transport, 
and Risk, Audit and Procurement. 

The review process involved the following: 

(a) workshops to engage and to obtain feedback from internal stakeholders; 

(b) benchmarking against neighbouring councils’ maintenance standards and practices; 
and 

(c) an independent audit by a Road Management Plan consultant. 

Financial Implications 

17. The proposed Levels of Service (inspection and maintenance) have been based on what 
Council is currently able to achieve within existing budgets and priorities. As such, there are 
no anticipated increased levels of funding above the Long Term Financial Strategy (LTFS). 

18. Service levels within the Road Management Plan have been based on funding provided in 
the 2017/18 budget as listed below.  

(a) Roads, Footpaths, Kerb and Channels, and Lanes (Capital Expenditure) $7,713,700; 

(b) Drainage (Capital Expenditure) $1,144,000; 

(c) Road Maintenance (Operational Expenditure) $4,355,000; and  

(d) Street, Lane and Drain Cleaning (Operational Expenditure) $3,491,000. 

19. It is recommended that this is maintained for the four year life of the RMP adjusted annually 
in accordance with Council’s Long Tern Financial Strategy, CPI and any increases in the 
asset base, and population and traffic growth. 
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20. Council’s Infrastructure – Road Materials Policy seeks to provide an efficient and cost 
effective approach for the distinct requirements of repair/maintenance and reconstruction of 
road assets and the existing infrastructure. 

Economic Implications 

21. The responsible management of road related infrastructure is essential to ensure that all 
forms of transport can operate as effectively and efficiently as possible. The proposed RMP 
will continue to optimise the use of available road funding, which will lead to economic 
benefits across the Municipality. 

Sustainability Implications 

22. The proposed amended RMP recognises the importance of giving priority to pedestrians, 
cyclists and public transport users in line with Council’s ‘Strategic Transport Statement’ and 
the ‘Encouraging and Increasing Walking Strategy’. Initiatives in the plan to support these 
policy documents include; 

(a) consideration of the needs of cyclists during the planning of all capital works and road 
maintenance activities. In some instances this may result in resurfacing of the bike lane 
only on a particular road;  

(b) retention of increased inspection frequencies and shorter response time on high use 
pedestrian footpaths; and 

(c) increased number of roads with on-road bike lanes listed at higher maintenance 
standards and a high response priority for repair. 

23. RMP recognises Council’s Infrastructure – Road Materials Policy which seeks to comply with 
Heritage requirements and conserve and repair the traditional street fabric sympathetic to the 
character of the municipality by encouraging the retention of bluestone road and laneways. 

Social Implications 

24. The proposed amended RMP should continue to provide for a sustainable, safe, convenient 
and efficient local road network and street environment that meets the needs of the 
community. 

Human Rights Implications 

25. There are no human rights implications to this report. 

Communications with CALD Communities Implications 

26. The draft RMP will be publicly advertised and explanation and guidance will be available 
regarding CALD community implications.  

Council Plan, Strategy and Policy Implications 

27. The proposed revised RMP has been developed in accordance with Council’s Asset 
Management Policy, Infrastructure Roads Materials Policy and Asset Management Strategy. 

Legal Implications 

28. The Road Management Act 2004 clarifies the legal responsibilities for the different categories 
of road assets within the road reserve. The RMP is an integral component of the civil liability 
provisions contained within the Act, including the application of the ‘policy defence’ and the 
monetary claims threshold that will assist Council to manage litigation relating to the road 
network. 

Other Issues 

29. There are no other issues to this report. 

Options 

30. There are no options as the review of Council’s Road Management Plan is a legislated 
requirement. 
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Conclusion 

31. It is proposed that Council adopts the draft amended RMP as presented in Attachment 1 and 
proceeds with the public notification process.  Submissions will be considered and any 
amendments will be presented to Council during June 2017. 

 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

 
1. That Council: 

(a) adopts the proposed amended Draft Road Management Plan as presented in 
 Attachment 1 for the purposes of public exhibition; 

(b) a notice of the adoption of Yarra’s proposed amended Road Management Plan be 
published in the Government Gazette and a local daily newspaper stating the following 
as required by section 54 of the Road Management Act 2004: 

(i) the purpose and general significance of the proposed amended Road 
Management Plan; 

(ii) that a copy of the proposed amended Road Management Plan to be inspected or 
obtained at the Richmond Town Hall and on Council’s public website; and 

(iii) that any person who is aggrieved by the proposed amended Road Management 
Plan may make a submission to the Yarra City Council within a period of 28 days 
after the day on which notice is given; and 

(c) notes the budget implications as detailed in the Report; and 

(d) receives a further report during June 2017 to consider adopting the final Road 
Management Plan. 

 
 

 
CONTACT OFFICER: Bon Tee 
TITLE: Coordinator Asset Management 
TEL: 9205 5716 

 
  
Attachments 
1  Road Management Plan  
2  Register of Public Roads 15 March 2017  
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11.3 Green Waste Service Update     

 

Trim Record Number: D17/49475 
Responsible Officer: Director - City Works and Assets  
  
 

Purpose 

1. To provide an update to Council regarding the status of Green Waste Collections including:  

(a) enabling residential ratepayers the option to purchase from Council one 120L or 240L 
Yarra City Council branded mobile garbage bin (MGB) for green waste collection 
purposes only; and 

(b) outcomes of the trial of an enhancement to the Green Waste Collection Service which 
involved providing sites for residents to drop-off green waste. 

Background 

2. At a Council Meeting on 17th March 2015 Council carried a resolution regarding Green waste 
Services within the City of Yarra. In summary the resolution required a number of actions 
including: 

(a) establish administration and procurement processes that enable residential ratepayers 
the option to purchase from Council one only 120L or 240L City of Yarra branded MGB 
for garden waste collection purposes only (this MGB would be able to be used by the 
resident when putting out garden waste for Council’s at-call kerbside green waste 
collection service); 

(b) develop a specification for an at – call and garden waste MGB collection service to be 
incorporated into the next waste management services tender;  

(c) once arrangements are in place, advise residents of the opportunity to purchase a 
garden waste MGB through Council’s green waste website page and other appropriate 
channels of communication; 

(d) trial a green waste drop off  process to allow Yarra residents to drop off a trailer load of 
green waste at a location within Yarra on nominated weekends; and 

(e) Council Officers provide a report after twelve months about the uptake of the Yarra 
green waste bins and the drop-off trial. 

Green Waste Collection Contract 

3. On the 1st July 2016 K&S Environmental commenced the new Green Waste Collection 
Contract within the City of Yarra. The new Contract Specifications include the requirement for 
the contractor to collect Green Waste Bins. K&S Environmental were the incumbent 
Contractor to the 30th June 2016 and had been collecting Green Waste Bins prior to the 
implementation of the new Contract. The material collected is transported to the SITA 
processing Facility at Epping. 

 
4. The last two Annual Community Satisfaction Surveys   2015 and 2016 (Metropolis) ranks the 

at-call green waste booking service 9th in importance by our Community across Council’s 
services (‘high’ importance scores 8.65 & 8.74).  The overall community satisfactory rating 
with the Green Waste booking and pick up service is high (‘excellent’ scores of 8.08 & 8.29) 
which is 8th in terms of satisfaction across all services.    
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Yarra Branded Garden Waste MGB 

5. In December 2015 Council provided the opportunity to eligible residents to acquire a 
kerbside green waste MGB on a user pays basis (for the bin only). The bin can be a 120 or 
240 litre size suitable for typical collection trucks.  The garden waste can still be left in 
bundles and/or placed in the resident’s City of Yarra branded garden waste MGB.  To date 
900 Yarra Branded Green Waste Bins have been purchased by residents. The Green Waste 
Bins were collected by the incumbent Green Waste Contractor (K&S Environmental) as part 
of the booked service. K&S Environmental were awarded the new Green Waste Collection 
Contract as from 1st July 2016 and continue to service the green waste bins. 

 
6. There was an initial peak in the uptake of the Yarra branded green waste bins over a four 

month period between December 2015 and March 2016. Five hundred (500) Yarra branded 
green waste bins were purchased by residents; an average of 125 bins per month. An 
additional four hundred (400) Yarra branded green waste bins were purchased between April 
2016 and February 2017; an average of 36 bins per month over an 11 month period. It is 
anticipated that this trend will continue and residents will purchase approximately 30 Yarra 
branded green waste bins per month. 

 
7. At this point in time it is difficult to predict how long this trend might continue for and what the 

optimum number of Green Waste Bins would be appropriate for the City of Yarra. Currently 
the booked green waste collection service allows residents to dispose of 1M3 of green waste 
per collection. To dispose of 1M3 in wheelie bins residents would need to have 4 x 240 litre 
green waste bins which could create storage difficulties for the majority of Yarra residents.    

 
8. Table 1 below provides a breakdown of the total number of green waste collections between 

December 2015 and February 2017 and the number of collections that were in green waste 
bins. The time period in Table 1 was chosen on the basis that the availability to residents of 
Yarra branded green waste bins commenced in December 2015. Table 1 also shows the 
percentage of Green Waste Bins used by residents as compared to the total booked 
collections.  

 
 
 

Table 1 

December 2015 to February 2017 

(14 month period) 

ITEM TOTAL 

Yarra Branded Green Waste Bins Purchased 900 

Total Booked Green Waste Collections 20,000 

Number of Collections in a Green Waste Bin 3,500 

Bin Collections as a percentage of Total Collections 17.5% 

Average use of Green Waste Bins 4 times per annum, between 1 
month to 3 month periods 

 
Table 1:  Breakdown of Green Waste Collections between December 2015 and September 2016 
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Material Volumes 

9. Table 2 below provides a summary of total green waste material collected and delivered to 
the SITA processing Facility at Epping. The green waste volumes are seasonal with a high 
volume of collections taking place between October and March. Between April and 
September the green waste collections occur two days per week. Between October and 
March the frequency of collections days per week trends from 3 days per week up to 5 days 
per week. The volume of green waste collected in any given year may be impacted by 
weather patterns and growing conditions within a particular year.  

 
Table 2 

YEAR TOTAL 

2013/2014 305 

2014/2015 363 

2015/2016 347 

2016/2017 (Trending Year to Date quarter) 368 

 
Enhancement of Current Booked Green Waste Collections 

 
10. A pilot trial of an enhancement to the current Green Waste Collections was arranged for 

February 2017/March 2017. The timing of the trial was chosen on the basis that historical 
data shows that the peak times for green waste collections have been between January and 
March. The trial would provide residents with the opportunity to dispose of garden waste at 
three locations within Yarra. Residents would be allowed to dispose of a standard trailer load 
of green waste. 

 
11. Up to a standard single axle trailer of free mulch will be available to residents at each site as 

part of the program. The mulch will be sourced from the mulch supply at the City Works 
Depot in Roseneath Street, Clifton Hill. 

 
12. The focus of the trial is to gauge community interest, assess the viability of an ongoing 

program, understand the resources required and identify the cost to provide this type of 
service. 

 
Timing for the Trial and Proposed Locations 

13. The trial was arranged to be held at three locations: 

(a) Council Depot at Burnley Street Richmond (Sun 26th Feb 2017, 10am-2.00pm); 

(b) King William Street Fitzroy outside Sacred Heart Primary School (Sat 4 th Mar 2017, 
10.00am-2.00pm); and 

(c) Roseneath Street Depot Clifton Hill – (Sun 12th Mar 2017, 10.00am-2.00pm). 

 
Booking Process Requirements 

 
14. Residents were required to make a booking prior to the event to avoid residents all arriving at 

the same time and needing to line up for long periods of time. It is anticipated that 10 
bookings can be processed per 30 minute block.  

 
15. If there was a low interest in the trial and less than 20 bookings were received then the event 

for that particular session would be cancelled. The relevant residents would be contacted 
and they would be provided with the option of receiving a home collection instead or with the 
opportunity to take the green waste to the Roseneath Street Depot.  
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Site Set Up & Resources for the Trial Locations 

16. Each site would be established to ensure compliance with OH&S requirements and in 
accordance with risk management principles. Site set up requirements will include: 

(a) A Traffic Management Plan would be established for each site; 

(b) Residents would be excluded from the operational zone; 

(c) Residents would remain in their vehicles and K&S staff would load material into a 

compactor; 

(d) Mulch would be loaded onto trailers by City of Yarra Operational Staff; 

(e) K&S would provide the Compactor and staff to collect the green waste; 

(f) City of Yarra would provide vehicle with mulch and staff; 

(g) The area would be swept by Spotless (Street Sweeping Contractor) post the event; and 

(h) The material collected would be taken to the Roseneath Street Depot and would be 

processed through the SITA Facility at Epping. 

 
Information about the Trial to Residents 

17. A Communication Plan was established and delivered to ensure that Yarra residents were 
aware of the trial. The Communication Plan included information on Social Media, Yarra 
News, Yarra Website, Bright Sign and signage at the Roseneath Street mulch storage bay. 

 
Reporting Outcomes of the Trial 

18. Relevant information and data would be collected for the trial process and included: 

(a) Number of participants; 

(b) Volumes of Material; 

(c) Operational Problems; 

(d) Operational Successes; 

(e) Confirm Resource Levels; 

(f) Identify Potential Risks; and 

(g) Cost assessment. 

Drop-off Trial Results 

19. The session planned for Sunday the 26th February 2017 at the Burnley Street Depot in 
Richmond received 5 bookings. This session was cancelled due to the low number of 
bookings as the minimum of 20 bookings was not reached. The residents were contacted 
and provided with the option of having a home collection for the green waste or taking the 
material to the Roseneath Street Depot.  
 

20. One resident chose to have a home collection and the remaining four chose to deliver the 
material to the Roseneath Street Depot. The residents who chose to deliver the material to 
the Roseneath Street Depot commented that they had accumulated a large volume of green 
waste and did not want to tie the material into bundles or place it into containers, which is the 
requirement for a home collection service. 

 
21. The session planned for Saturday the 4th February 2017 at King William Street Fitzroy 

outside Sacred Heart Primary School also received 5 bookings. This session was also 
cancelled due to the low number of bookings as the minimum of 20 bookings was not 
reached.  



Agenda Page 115 

Yarra City Council – Ordinary Meeting of Council Agenda – Tuesday 2 May 2017 

22. The residents were contacted and provided with the option of having a home collection for 
the green waste or taking the material to the Roseneath Street Depot.  

23. As per the previous session, one resident chose to have a home collection and the remaining 
four chose to deliver the material to the Roseneath Street Depot.  

24. The residents who chose to deliver the material to the Roseneath Street Depot also 
commented that they had accumulated a large volume of green waste and did not want to tie 
the material into bundles or place it into containers, which is the requirement for a home 
collection service. 

External Consultation 

25. External consultation involved discussions with K&S and Spotless to engage their respective 
commitment to provide services and support for the three planned sessions. K & S were 
required to provide the collect vehicle for the material and to unload the green waste out of 
the residents’ cars or trailers directly into the collection vehicle. Spotless were required to 
provide a sweeper to clean the drop-off location at the end of the session. 

Internal Consultation (One Yarra) 

26. Internal consultation involved discussions with Communications and Access Yarra to engage 
their support for the Green Waste Drop-off Trial. Communications developed and delivered a 
Communications Plan to ensure all Yarra residents were aware of the trials and were 
provided with the opportunity to participate.  

27. Access Yarra provided the customer service interface and the booking system and 
processes for the Drop-off Trial. 

Financial Implications 

28. It was estimated that the Drop-off Trial would cost approximately $3,000 per session; a total 
of $9,000 for three sessions. The cost would include the cost plant/equipment and labour 
requirements for each session. The cost of the Drop of Trial would be paid for from the 
existing operational budget. As the sessions were cancelled it was not possible to establish 
the actual cost of delivering the trial sessions however it is estimated that the cost of $3,000 
per session would be close to the actual costs. If this type of service was to be implemented 
in the future then it would need to become a budget item for a pre-determined number of 
sessions per annum. 

29. The current service model is to provide residents with the opportunity to purchase a garden 
waste MGB from Council.  This involves a fee that would cover the cost of the bin plus any 
delivery and handling expenses.   

30. Council already has a process in place for recycling and garbage MGBs and the garden 
waste bin is added to the delivery list. 

Economic Implications 

31. For the purposes of running a Green Waste Drop-off Trial there are no broader economic 
implications. 

Sustainability Implications 

32. Initiatives that enhance and improve the collection of green waste will have a positive impact 
on sustainability.  Although the preferred option will not greatly improve the diversion of 
garden organics from landfill, there should be some increase in volume going into garden 
waste MGBs.  This should further improve as the take up of the garden waste bin grows 
across the community. 

Social Implications 

33. There are no apparent social implications. 

Human Rights Implications 

34. There are no apparent human rights implications. 

 



Agenda Page 116 

Yarra City Council – Ordinary Meeting of Council Agenda – Tuesday 2 May 2017 

Communications with CALD Communities Implications 

35. The Communication Plan for the Green Waste Drop of Trials was extensive and informed all 
the Yarra residents and communities about the three planned sessions. This provided all 
members of the community with relevant information and an opportunity to participate in the 
Drop off Trials.   
 

36. Any ongoing change to the current at-call green waste collection service would require these 
changes to be communicated appropriately to the various linguistically diverse groups.  It is 
proposed that communication about the changes be channelled through the relevant pages 
on Council’s website and via appropriate community newsletters.  These communications 
would comply with Council’s CALD requirements. 

Council Plan, Strategy and Policy Implications 

37. The booked green waste service and the Green Waste Drop Trial are in alignment with 
Council’s Waste Management and Resource Recovery Strategy 2014-2018. 

38. The Council Plan 2013-2017 Strategic Objective for this proposal is Ensuring a sustainable 
Yarra.  Diverting garden organics from the garbage stream reduces the waste going to 

landfill and has positive implications for Council’s strategic objective. 

Legal Implications 

39. There are no apparent legal implications. 

Other Issues 

Benchmarking Other Councils 

40. Manningham Council provides residents with a fortnightly green waste bin collection. 
Residents are also able to drop off green waste for free every Sunday at Council’s garden 
waste facility. According to feedback from Manningham they receive an average of 25 
participants per week.  

 
41. Nillumbik Council provides residents with a weekly green waste and organics collections. 

Residents are also provided with the opportunity to drop off green waste on two days per 
annum. According to feedback from Nillumbik Council in 2016 they received an average of 
1,500 participants for each drop off day. 

 
42. Yarra Council received 5 bookings for session one, 5 bookings for session two and 12 

bookings for session three. A total of 22 bookings over 3 sessions. 

Options 

43. Table 3 below provides a summary of options for consideration regarding the Yarra branded 
green waste bins and the Green Waste Drop off Trials. 

Table 3 

OPTIONS DESCRIPTION 

 

A 

Continue to provide residents with the option to purchase Yarra branded 
green waste bins 

Continue to monitor the uptake of the green waste bins and the usage of 
the green waste bins 

B 
Do not provide residents with the option to purchase Yarra branded green 
waste bins 

C 
Do not provide the option for residents to drop off green waste at multiple 
sites as an enhanced service to the booked green waste home collection 
service 
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Assess the potential to allow the small percentage of interested residents 
with an opportunity to drop off green waste at the Roseneath Street 
Depot on 3 specific weekend periods between October & February 

D 

Arrange another Green Waste Drop off Trial based on the same model as 
the current trial 

Plan the drop off trial for a time period between and September & 
November during the Spring Season 

After a second trial assess the potential to allow the small percentage of 
interested residents with an opportunity to drop off green waste at the 
Roseneath Street Depot on specific weekend periods between October 
2017 & February 2018. 

 

Conclusion 

Yarra Branded Green Waste Bins 

44. Between December 2015 and February 2017 (14 month period) 900 Yarra branded green 
waste bins have been purchased by Yarra residents. Although this may appear to be a low 
number across the Municipality there may be a number of factors that influence the number 
of bins being purchased including: 

(a) the current booked green waste service allows residents to have as many booked 
services as they wish and they are allowed to present 1M3 per collection; 

(b) to present 1M3 in a wheelie bin would require 4x240 litre bins which would create a 
storage issue for many Yarra residents; 

(c) currently green waste can be presented in tied bundles, in cardboard boxes, in plastic 
containers and in bags so many residents may not see the need to have an additional 
bin; and 

(d) approximately 70% of Yarra residents by population live within multi-unit developments 
with limited garden space and do not tend to generate green waste. 

 
45. The booked green waste service should continue to be monitored and assessed with a view 

to understanding trends in usage, volumes generated and the number of green waste bin 
purchased and utilised within the booked services. This will provide data and information to 
provide a more in depth understanding of how future green waste services should be 
structured. 

 
Green Waste Drop-off Trial 

46. Despite a comprehensive Communication Plan, the green waste drop of trial generated a 
small number of bookings. It appears that there may be a small percentage of the population 
that are interested in transporting their green waste to a nominated disposal point.  

 
47. There may be a number of reasons why only a small percentage of the population are 

interested in this type of service including: 

(a) approximately 70% of Yarra residents by population live within multi-unit developments 
with limited garden space and do not tend to generate green waste; 

(b) the booked green waste service is very convenient and allows residents to have 
approximately a standard trailer load of green waste collected from their homes; and 

(c) there may be a limited number of Yarra residents who tend to have the need to store a 
trailer. 
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48. If this type of service is offered to Yarra residents it may be more appropriate to provide the 
service between the months of October and February during the peak season for generation 
of green waste. This could be provided on say 3 nominated weekends at the Roseneath 
Street Depot where residents could drop off a trailer of green waste and be provided with the 
opportunity to take a trailer load of mulch back for their gardens. Given the low interest 
generated for the trial it does not appear viable to set up multiple locations as green waste 
drop off locations.  
 

 
 

RECOMMENDATION  

 
1. That Council: 

(a) continues to provide residents with the option to purchase from Council one 120L or 
240L for green waste collection purposes only (Option A of table 3); 

(b) continues to monitor the uptake and usage of the Yarra City Council branded mobile 
garbage bins for green waste;  

(c) determines not to provide the option for residents to drop-off green waste at multiple 
sites; 

(d) assesses the potential to provide interested residents with an opportunity to drop-off 
green waste at the Roseneath Street Clifton Hill Depot via a trial on three specific 
weekend periods between October 2017 and February 2018) (Option C of table 3); 
and 

(e) receives a further report on the outcomes of the green waste drop-off trial at the 
Roseneath Street Clifton Hill Depot in March/April 2018. 

 
 

 
CONTACT OFFICER: Colm Connolly 
TITLE: Assistant Manager City Works 
TEL: 9205 5511 
 
  
Attachments 

There are no attachments for this report.   
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12.1 Notice of Motion No.9 of 2017 - Marriage Equality     

 

Trim Record Number: D17/51324 
Responsible Officer: Group Manager Chief Executive's Office  
  
 

I, Councillor James Searle, hereby give notice that it is my intention to move the following motion at 
the Ordinary Meeting of Council to be held on 2 May 2017: 
 
“That Council: 

(a) note the Council resolution of October 20th 2015 supporting marriage equality; 

(b) re-affirms its public support for marriage equality regardless of sexual orientation or 
gender identity; 

(c) write to all Federal Members of Parliament urging them to amend the Commonwealth 

Marriage Act in the Federal Parliament; and 

(d) write to the Commonwealth Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission advising 

them of Council’s support 

 

Background 

Council’s Resolution – Tuesday 20 October 2015 

1. That Council: 

(a) determines to publicly support marriage equality irrespective of sex or gender identity; 

(b) write to the responsible Federal Minister requesting that action be taken to amend the 
Commonwealth Marriage Act 1961 to implement the above principle; and 

(c) advise Australian Marriage Equality accordingly. 

 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

 
1. That Council: 

(a) note the Council resolution of October 20, 2015 supporting marriage equality; 

(b) re-affirms its public support for marriage equality regardless of sexual orientation or 
gender identity; 

(c) write to all Federal Members of Parliament urging them to amend the Commonwealth 
Marriage Act in the Federal Parliament; and 

(d) write to the Commonwealth Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission advising 
them of Council’s support. 
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12.2 Notice of Motion No.10 of 2017 - Safe Schools Program     

 

Trim Record Number: D17/51328 
Responsible Officer: Group Manager Chief Executive's Office  
  
 

I, Councillor James Searle, hereby give notice that it is my intention to move the following motion at 
the Ordinary Meeting of Council to be held on 2 May 2017: 

 

“That Council: 

(a) note its dismay at the NSW State Government’s recent decision to remove the Safe 
Schools program from schools in NSW; 

(b) urge the Victorian State Government to continue its support of the program; 

(c) pledge to become a “supporter organisation” for the Safe Schools Coalition Australia by 
endorsing the following pledge: 

“We believe that schools should provide a safe and inclusive environment for all students, 
so that they can learn, grow, and reach their full potential – free from bullying and 
discrimination. We pledge to stand up against homophobia and transphobia whenever we 
see or hear it. We are proud to support Safe Schools Coalition Australia and its work to 
create positive change for same sex attracted, intersex and gender diverse students, 
school staff and families.”: and 

(d)  advise the Safe Schools Coalition Australia accordingly.” 

 

 

Background 

Safe Schools Coalition 

The Safe Schools program provides a framework for schools to be inclusive of LGBTIQ students 
and prevent bullying and discrimination. Safe School members in Yarra include Abbotsford Primary 
School, Clifton Hill Primary School, Collingwood College, Fitzroy High School, Lynall Hall 

Community School, Melbourne Girls College and Spensley Street Primary School.  

Conservative members of Parliament and hard-right religious groups have consistently attacked 

the Safe Schools Program and it has recently been discontinued by the NSW State Government.  

Other Councils including Frankston, Darebin, Mornington Peninsula, Port Phillip & Hobsons Bay 
have become supporter organisations of the Safe Schools Coalition in recognition of the vital 

support it provides to schools operating the Safe Schools Program. 
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RECOMMENDATION 
 
1. That Council: 

(a) note its dismay at the NSW State Government’s recent decision to remove the Safe 
Schools program from schools in NSW; 

(b) urge the Victorian State Government to continue its support of the program; 

(c) pledge to become a “supporter organisation” for the Safe Schools Coalition Australia by 
endorsing the following pledge: 

 “We believe that schools should provide a safe and inclusive environment for all students, so 
that they can learn, grow, and reach their full potential – free from bullying and discrimination. 
We pledge to stand up against homophobia and transphobia whenever we see or hear it. We 
are proud to support Safe Schools Coalition Australia and its work to create positive change 
for same sex attracted, intersex and gender diverse students, school staff and families.”: and 

(d) advise the Safe Schools Coalition Australia accordingly. 
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12.3 Notice of Motion No.11 of 2017 - Termination of the Associate Degree in Urban 
Horticulture, Burnley Campus     

 

Trim Record Number: D17/51830 
Responsible Officer: Group Manager Chief Executive's Office  
  
 

I, Councillor Chen Yi Mei, hereby give notice that it is my intention to move the following motion at 
the Ordinary Meeting of Council to be held on 2 May 2017: 
 
“That Council: 

(a) note advice that the University of Melbourne has given notice to its students on 16 March 
2017 of its intention to terminate the Associate Degree in Urban Horticulture (ADUH), the 
only degree of its kind at the university, and the only undergraduate qualification offered at 
Burnley campus. The Burnley campus, located in the Melba Ward of the City of Yarra, is 
considered to be a world-leading horticultural institution with its direct access to 
established and crucial infrastructure such as the gardens and its extensive field station 
facilities designed for best practice in horticultural education; 

(b) advocate to the University of Melbourne to consider: 

(i) the retention of both the undergraduate and postgraduate course including and 
implement measures to improve the viability of the degree by taking the following 
step: 

a. Implementing effective marketing with targeted advertising to increase student 
intake; 

b. improving student services at Burnley campus, including provision of counselling, 
legal aid, financial aid, and decentralised access to STOP 1 appointments; 

c. providing pathways to higher education within the University of Melbourne; and 

d. allowing students to study full time or part time; and 

(ii) in the event that the University of Melbourne confirms termination of the course: 

a. to delay the termination of the ADUH until a viable alternative undergraduate 
degree, or stream within a Bachelor degree, is offered; 

b. to continue the teach-out until an appropriate alternative undergraduate course or 
stream is made available for enrolment at Burnley; 

c. to offer all ADUH subjects for the entire four year teach-out period to ensure that 
all current and deferred students have the opportunity to complete the subjects 
described in the University of Melbourne handbook upon their enrolment;  

d. to maintain the current employment conditions for teaching staff for the entire 
teach-out period, and also that they are engaged in the development and 
teaching of any new horticultural education at the university; 

e. that if the ADUH is replaced, all stakeholders are brought to the table to formulate 
a horticulture stream within a Bachelor degree, or a new undergraduate 
horticulture degree, to be taught exclusively at Burnley; and 

f. that any teach-out plan for the ADUH be made in consultation with staff and 
students, and that students are given transparent information regarding the 
availability of subjects for the teach-out period”. 
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Background 

The University of Melbourne is currently seeking to terminate the Associate Degree in Urban 
Horticulture at the Burnley campus. It is the only degree of its kind at the university, and the only 
undergraduate qualification offered at Burnley. 

The Burnley campus is an iconic, world-leading horticultural institution with an important history of 
126 years of continuous teaching. It is the ideal location for horticultural studies, with spectacular 
botanic garden curated for the purpose of education. Its extensive field station is designed for the 
demonstration of best horticultural practice.   

The retention of both undergraduate and postgraduate course offerings is vital to ensure there are 
appropriate pathways into a diverse range of horticultural careers, not all of which require a 
postgraduate level of education.  

The Burnley Student Association’s primary request is that the University of Melbourne does not 
cancel the ADUH, and that it implements measures to improve the viability of the degree. 

However, should the decision to cancel the ADUH be final, we put forward recommendations to 
maintain the teach-out until appropriate alternative degrees are offered, to maintain staff conditions 
and to involve all stakeholders are both consulted and involved in formulation of the new courses. 

The City of Yarra acknowledges the concern of the Burnley Student Association of the loss of the 
Associate Degree in Urban Horticulture and that the discontinuance and accompanying reduction 
in student numbers could have a permanent and detrimental impact on our community, the 
industry, and the heritage value of the gardens of the Burnley campus.  
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RECOMMENDATION 
 
1. That Council: 

(a) note advice that the University of Melbourne has given notice to its students on 16 
March 2017 of its intention to terminate the Associate Degree in Urban Horticulture 
(ADUH), the only degree of its kind at the university, and the only undergraduate 
qualification offered at Burnley campus. The Burnley campus, located in the Melba 
Ward of the City of Yarra, is considered to be a world-leading horticultural institution 
with its direct access to established and crucial infrastructure such as the gardens and 
its extensive field station facilities designed for best practice in horticultural education; 

(b) advocate to the University of Melbourne to consider: 

(i) the retention of both the undergraduate and postgraduate course including and 
implement measures to improve the viability of the degree by taking the following 
step: 

a. Implementing effective marketing with targeted advertising to increase 
student intake; 

b. improving student services at Burnley campus, including provision of 
counselling, legal aid, financial aid, and decentralised access to STOP 1 
appointments; 

c. providing pathways to higher education within the University of Melbourne; 
and 

d. allowing students to study full time or part time; and 

(ii) in the event that the University of Melbourne confirms termination of the course: 

a. to delay the termination of the ADUH until a viable alternative 
undergraduate degree, or stream within a Bachelor degree, is offered; 

b. to continue the teach-out until an appropriate alternative undergraduate 
course or stream is made available for enrolment at Burnley; 

c. to offer all ADUH subjects for the entire four year teach-out period to ensure 
that all current and deferred students have the opportunity to complete the 
subjects described in the University of Melbourne handbook upon their 
enrolment;  

d. to maintain the current employment conditions for teaching staff for the 
entire teach-out period, and also that they are engaged in the development 
and teaching of any new horticultural education at the university; 

e. that if the ADUH is replaced, all stakeholders are brought to the table to 
formulate a horticulture stream within a Bachelor degree, or a new 
undergraduate horticulture degree, to be taught exclusively at Burnley; and 

f. that any teach-out plan for the ADUH be made in consultation with staff and 
students, and that students are given transparent information regarding the 
availability of subjects for the teach-out period”. 
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