Council Meeting Minutes – 29 March 2022

Minutes
Council Meeting
7.03pm, Tuesday 29 March 2022
Richmond Town Hall
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1.

Statement of recognition of Wurundjeri Woi-wurrung Land
“Yarra City Council acknowledges the Wurundjeri Woi Wurrung people as the Traditional
Owners and true sovereigns of the land now known as Yarra.
We acknowledge their creator spirit Bunjil, their ancestors and their Elders.
We acknowledge the strength and resilience of the Wurundjeri Woi Wurrung, who have
never ceded sovereignty and retain their strong connections to family, clan and country
despite the impacts of European invasion.
We also acknowledge the significant contributions made by other Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander people to life in Yarra.
We pay our respects to Elders from all nations here today—and to their Elders past,
present and future.”

2.

Attendance, apologies and requests for leave of absence
Attendance
Councillors
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Cr Sophie Wade
Cr Edward Crossland
Cr Stephen Jolly
Cr Herschel Landes
Cr Anab Mohamud
Cr Claudia Nguyen
Cr Bridgid O’Brien
Cr Amanda Stone

Mayor
Deputy Mayor
Councillor
Councillor
Councillor
Councillor
Councillor
Councillor

Council officers
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Chris Leivers
Brooke Colbert
Malcolm Foard
Ivan Gilbert
Lucas Gosling
Diarmuid McAlary
Bruce Phillips
Rhys Thomas
Mel Nikou

Interim Chief Executive Officer
Group Manager Advocacy and Engagement
Acting Director Community Wellbeing
Group Manager Chief Executive’s Office
Director City Works and Assets
Director Corporate, Business and Finance
Director Planning and Place Making
Senior Governance Advisor
Governance Officer

Municipal Monitor
•

Yehudi Blacher

Municipal Monitor

Leave of absence
•

3.

Cr Gabrielle de Vietri

Councillor

Announcements
Lucas Gosling
I wanted to take this opportunity to acknowledge that this will be the last meeting for a
member of our Executive Team, Lucas Gosling.
Lucas joined Yarra in November 2015 as Manager Family, Youth and Children’s Services.
In 2017 he was appointed Director Community Wellbeing. Lucas been acting Director City
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Works and Assets since December 2021 and has also acted in several senior leadership
roles at Yarra, including as CEO.
He leaves us to join the Executive team at another Melbourne Council and on behalf of
Council I’d like to wish him every success.

4.

Declarations of conflict of interest (Councillors and staff)
No declarations were made.

5.

Confidential business reports
Nil

6.

Confirmation of minutes
COUNCIL RESOLUTION
Moved: Councillor Crossland

Seconded: Councillor Stone

That the minutes of the Council Meeting held on Tuesday 8 March 2022 and Thursday 10
March 2022 be confirmed.
CARRIED

7.

Public question time
Item

Page
Public Questions

8.

5

Council business reports
Item

Page

Res.
Page

8.1

National Aged Care Reforms - Principles for Decision-Making

6

6

8.2

Australian Election Advocacy Priorities

7

7

8.3

Motions for ALGA National General Assembly

8

8

8.4

Proposed Discontinuance of Road abutting 2 Fitzgibbon Street,
Cremorne

13

14

8.5

Proposed Discontinuance of Road abutting 9-11 Brighton Street,
Richmond

15

15
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9.

Notices of motion
Item

Page

Res.
Page

9.1

Notice of Rescission No 1 of 2022 - Statutory Planning Delegations

16

-

9.2

Notice of Motion No. 3 of 2022 - Planning Delegations

18

-

9.3

Notice of Motion No. 4 of 2022 - Melbourne Pride Event

19

19

Item

Page

Res.
Page

10.1

Petition – Permanent Closure of the north-western end of Cameron Street,
Richmond

10. Petitions and joint letters

11. Questions without notice
Item

Page

11.1

Councillor Jolly - Locked gate at Alphington Grammar

20

11.2

Councillor Stone – E-scooter Trial

20

12. Delegates’ reports
Item

Page

12.1

Councillor Crossland - Business Advisory Committee ............................. 21

12.2

Councillor Stone - Metropolitan Local Government Waste Forum ........... 22

13. General business
Item

Page

13.1

Councillor Landes – Parklets in the City of Yarra ..................................... 28

14. Urgent business
Nil
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7.

Public question time
This record is provided as a summary of the questions asked by members of the public
during Public Question Time at a meeting of the Yarra City Council. A recording of the
Council Meeting (including Public Question Time) is available on Council’s website for
twelve months following the meeting. Where a question is taken on notice and unable to be
answered at the meeting, the full response is also published on Council’s website when it
becomes available.
Questioner Question

Refer to

Matthew
Carabott

What is the connection between the Yarra City
Council Road Register and the Geographic
Information System and which is the legal
document? I understand that planning permits
have been historically issued utilising the Yarra
City Council Geographic Information System with
permits issued allowing construction on gazetted
roads. What is the legal process for correcting
conflicts between the two systems and has a full
review been undertaken to confirm the Road
Register and GIS match?

Question was
taken on notice

Matthew
Carabott

Can Council look at having both in person
meetings as well as live streaming so that people
that can’t attend meetings in person can still
participate from home?

The Mayor and
CEO provided a
response

Dorothy
James

Council to maintain roads and footpaths as well
as the entire municipality. Update infrastructure
before working on a masterplan.

The Mayor and
CEO provided a
response

Janet
Christie

Transport Strategy – were all emergency services
consulted when creating the strategy?

The Director
Planning and
Place Making
provided a
response.
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8.1

National Aged Care Reforms - Principles for Decision-Making

Reference

D22/61532

Author

Adrian Murphy - Manager Aged and Disability Services

Authoriser

Acting Director Community Wellbeing

RECOMMENDATION
1.

Start time: 7.19pm

That Council:
(a)

endorse the draft Principles outlined in paragraph 36 (above) of this report for the
purpose of supporting decision-making on its future role in the new Support at Home
program, and more broadly in providing services, programs and initiatives to support
older people and people with disability; and

(b)

notes that officers will continue to complete the analysis of the impacts, changes and
opportunities arising from the introduction of the new Federal Government Support at
Home program and present service specific reports and recommendations to future
Council meetings in 2022.

Public Submission
Mary Natoli addressed Council on the matter.
COUNCIL RESOLUTION
Moved: Councillor Stone
1.

Seconded: Councillor Jolly

That Council:
(a)

endorse the draft Principles outlined in paragraph 36 (above) of this report for the
purpose of supporting decision-making on its future role in the new Support at Home
program, and more broadly in providing services, programs and initiatives to support
older people and people with disability; and

(b)

notes that officers will continue to complete the analysis of the impacts, changes and
opportunities arising from the introduction of the new Federal Government Support at
Home program and present service specific reports and recommendations to future
Council meetings in 2022.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
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8.2

Australian Election Advocacy Priorities

Reference

D22/61863

Author

Justin Kann - Senior Advisor, Strategic Advocacy

Authoriser

Group Manager Advocacy and Engagement

RECOMMENDATION
1.

Start time: 7.38pm

That Council:
(a)

notes that the next Australian Election is expected to occur in the first half of 2022;

(b)

notes the officer report regarding Yarra’s Australian Election advocacy priorities,
including the proposed advocacy strategy to communicate these priorities to local
candidates and parties; and

(c)

adopts the advocacy priorities as shown in the Draft Australian Election Advocacy
Priorities (Attachment 1).

COUNCIL RESOLUTION
Moved: Councillor Stone
1.

Seconded: Councillor Mohamud

That Council:
(a)

notes that the next Australian Election is expected to occur in the first half of 2022;

(b)

notes the officer report regarding Yarra’s Australian Election advocacy priorities,
including the proposed advocacy strategy to communicate these priorities to local
candidates and parties; and

(c)

adopts the advocacy priorities as shown in the Draft Australian Election Advocacy
Priorities (Attachment 1) with the inclusion, under “Creating an Open and Inclusive
Australia” of an additional point:
(i)

Stronger action against racism in all its forms.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
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8.3

Motions for ALGA National General Assembly

Reference

D22/62983

Author

Rhys Thomas - Senior Governance Advisor

Authoriser

Group Manager Chief Executive's Office

RECOMMENDATION
1.

Start time: 7.44pm

That Council endorse the following motions for submission to the Australian Local
Government Association (ALGA) National General Assembly to be held on 19-22 June 2022,
as tabled:
(a)

_____________________

(b)

_____________________

COUNCIL RESOLUTION
Moved: Councillor Crossland
1.

Seconded: Councillor Jolly

That Council endorse the following motions for submission to the Australian Local
Government Association (ALGA) National General Assembly to be held on 19-22 June 2022,
as tabled:
(a)

Circular Economy and Waste Reduction;

(b)

Incentivising and facilitating up-take of Electric Vehicles;

(c)

Flood Planning and Mitigation; and

(d)

Humanitarian refugees from active conflict zones (joint motion to be submitted by the
City of Greater Dandenong).
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Title
Circular Economy and waste reduction
Motion
1. That this Assembly resolves that:
(a) the Federal Government must act to provide national leadership to grow the circular
economy and reduce levels of household and commercial waste by:
(i) implementing a national ban on food waste going into landfill;
(ii) implementing stricter national sustainable packaging standards and a product
stewardship scheme; and
(iii) providing increased funding to industry and local government to support local
processing solutions, sector innovation and market development.
National Objective
To reduce household and commercial waste and grow the circular economy through national
leadership from the Federal Government.
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Summary of Key Arguments
Volatility in global commodity prices for recyclable material over the past 5 years has caused
wide-spread disruption in the international waste sector. This has led to significant disruption in
Australia where the vast majority of our domestic kerbside recycling has traditionally been
exported overseas.
As a result, local governments have been left exposed to higher processing fees and increased
costs while governments continue to grapple with how to shift our domestic recycling system
towards a more sustainable, circular economy and tackle traditionally high levels of avoidable
waste.
In March 2020, the federal, state and territory governments, and the Australian Local Government
Association (ALGA), as members of the former Council of Australian Governments (COAG),
agreed that the export of waste glass, plastic (including processed engineered fuel), tyres and
paper be regulated by the Australian government. This, in effect, vastly restricted waste being
exported overseas.
What remains a key and pressing issue is the need for national action to reduce our level of
avoidable household and commercial waste and grow a circular economy.
A food waste ban and stricter packaging standards and product stewardship will drive innovation
and circular economy solutions in the waste section while complementing new initiatives that
target sector and market development through local processing solutions.

Title
Incentivising and facilitating up-take of Electric Vehicles (EV)
Motion
1. That this Assembly resolves that:
(a) The Federal Government provide greater national leadership to support the up-take of
electric vehicles and market development across Australia by:
(i) agreeing and supporting a nationally-consistent approach to EV taxes, levies and
charges that provide long-term confidence for industry and consumers;
(ii) implementing best-practice national vehicle emissions standards;
(iii) providing incentives to businesses and private owners to purchase electric vehicles;
and
(iv) significantly increasing investment in the installation of electric vehicle charging
stations across Australia.
National Objective
To increase the up-take of electric vehicles across Australia.
Summary of Key Arguments
Improved vehicle emission standards and a shift towards electric vehicles (EV) present
considerable opportunity to reduce transport emissions across Australia.
EV, powered by renewable energy, have significantly lower emissions over their lifecycle than
fossil fuel vehicles. Transitioning to use of EV in place of fossil fuel vehicles helps to improve air
quality and public health outcomes, particularly in major cities and densely populated areas.
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Many countries, including the United Kingdom, Canada, New Zealand, the Netherlands, Ireland
have agreed to phase out new petrol and diesel car sales by 2030 and support a transition to
cleaner, more sustainable transportation.
What is needed in Australia is a strong, concerted effort by the Federal Government to support
market and industry development as well as greater investment in incentives and local
infrastructure to encourage EV up-take nation-wide.

Title
Flood planning and mitigation
Motion
1. That this National General Assembly resolves that:
(a) The Federal Government, through National Cabinet, establish a joint reform process to

proactively plan for and seek to mitigate the impacts of flooding, including a review of
relevant planning controls, flooding overlays, strategies, and the ability of existing
infrastructure to respond to the impacts of climate change; and
(b) Establish funding stream/s to:
(i)

Facilitate this process; and

(ii)

Implement flood mitigation works.

National Objective
Climate change is significantly impacting weather patterns, with increasingly severe weather
events, including increased frequency and severity of minor and major flooding events.
Recent flooding events of 2022 alone demonstrate the substantial environmental, humanitarian,
and economic implications at a local, regional, and national level.
This proposed initiative would assist Local Governments and their communities in association
with relevant authorities, State and Federal Governments to better plan, prepare for, and mitigate
the impacts of flooding wherever possible. This would present the opportunity for greater certainty
and financial sustainability longer term.

Summary of Key Arguments
Minor and major flooding events are having catastrophic impacts across the country, with the
damage associated with the recent (late February - early March 2022) flooding event along the
south-east of Australia expected to cost in the realm of $2.5 billion for Queensland (1), and more
than $240 million for NSW (2). It’s anticipated it will take many impacted communities’ months, if
not years to recover.
In many instances, current stormwater infrastructure was not designed to accommodate the
increasing level and frequency of rainfall and associated flooding events, with rain and flood
records being superseded at an alarming rate. Similarly, waterways and floodplains have been
significantly altered, further impacting their natural role and function during flood events.
Better understanding flood behaviour via a review of relevant controls and strategies will enable
the ability to assess the likely impacts of flooding based on climate change. It will also enable all
parties the ability to assess the benefits of different options for managing exposure to flood risk.
This will allow for the opportunity to investigate and implement a range flood mitigation options
and associated infrastructure or strategies.
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Noting the significant cost for both the review and subsequent implementation of flood mitigation
measures, funding streams will be required to facilitate these undertakings.
A national approach to flood mitigation is required to remedy the current situation, which this
motion and its associated actions seek to facilitate. In turn, this motion aligns with both the Natural
Disasters and Climate Change 2022 National General Assembly themes.
1.

South-east Queensland flood damage bill revised to cost up to $2.5b but return to surplus
remains on track, Treasurer says - ABC News

2.

Flood damage bill in NSW and Queensland tops $1 billion as more aid announced
(sbs.com.au)

Title
Humanitarian refugees from active conflict zones
Motion
Greater Dandenong City Council as joint movers with Brimbank City Council, Casey City Council,
Darebin City Council, Hobsons Bay City Council, Hume City Council, Kingston City Council,
Monash City Council, Moreland City Council, and Yarra City Council moves that this National
General Assembly:
1.

acknowledges the Federal Government’s swift and appropriate response to the Ukrainian
crisis in taking refugees over the annual humanitarian visa program quota, to be settled in
local Government areas;

2.

acknowledges the contrasting Federal Government response to the recent crisis in
Afghanistan, where Afghan refugees will be allocated spots within the existing annual
humanitarian visa program, over a four-year period;

3.

Greater Dandenong City Council as secretariat of the Local Government Mayoral Taskforce
Supporting People Seeking Asylum on behalf of the following Councils that are members:
o

Executive Members – Brimbank City Council, Casey City Council, Darebin City Council,
Hobsons Bay City Council, Hume City Council, Kingston City Council, Monash City
Council, Moreland City Council, Yarra City Council;

o

General Members – Ballarat City Council, Banyule City Council, Bendigo City Council,
Blue Mountains City Council, Canterbury Bankstown City Council, Cardinia Shire
Council, Hawkesbury City Council, Inner West City Council, Leeton Shire Council,
Maribyrnong City Council, Melbourne City Council, Moonee Valley City Council,
Nillumbik Shire Council, Port Phillip City Council, Randwick City Council, Wagga City
Council, Whittlesea City Council, Wyndham City Council; and

o

Supporter Councils – Bass Coast Shire Council, Greater Geelong City Council, Hobart
City Council, Launceston City Council, Macedon Ranges Shire Council, Maroondah
City Council, Mornington Peninsula Shire Council, Borough of Queenscliffe, Wellington
Shire Council, and Whitehorse City Council;

calls for a consistent approach from the Federal Government to taking humanitarian
refugees from active conflict zones.
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National Objective
Australia operates a dedicated Humanitarian Program that offers resettlement for refugees and
others overseas who are in humanitarian need, and protection for people who arrive lawfully in
Australia and engage Australia's protection obligations .
The annual humanitarian intake was cut in 2020 from 18,750 places to 13,750. It is understood
the government believes the 13,750 annual figure remains about the right level, but it is has not
ruled out increasing the numbers.
Local government plays a unique and critical role the humanitarian settlement program. Local
governments engage in actions to promote multiculturalism, social inclusion and ensure equitable
access to their programs and services for all community members. Many are undertaking
activities to welcome new migrant and refugee arrivals to their community and the wider
Australian community, such as through becoming Refugee Welcome Zones.
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/reports-and-publications/submissions-and-discussionpapers/australia-humanitarian-program-2021-22
Summary of Key Arguments
The Australian Government has a record of responding swiftly and humanely to refugee crisis
around the world by accepting refugees in addition to Australia’s annual humanitarian program
quota.
Recent examples include, the Balkan conflict in the 90s in which temporary visas were provided
to people fleeing Kosovo, and the Syrian refugee crisis in 2015 in which 12,000 refugees were
accepted. The Government has again swiftly agreed to take refugees from the current conflict in
Ukraine and place them ‘on top of the pile’.
By contrast, the government announced in January it would provide 15,000 places for Afghan
nationals through the existing humanitarian and family visa program, spread over four years.
Critics have argued that this approach is inadequate given the close military ties the Australian
Government has with Afghanistan in jointly opposing the Taliban for over a 15-year period.
In mid-February officials told a Senate committee 55,000 Afghan nationals had been certified as
having made lawful applications to date, but only 1,000 of them had been granted permanent
places. Processing was continuing.
A consistent policy approach is required for the acceptance of refugees from conflict zones
through the humanitarian program.
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8.4

Proposed Discontinuance of Road abutting 2 Fitzgibbon Street,
Cremorne

Reference

D22/29940

Author

Bill Graham - Coordinator Valuations

Authoriser

Director Corporate, Business and Finance

RECOMMENDATION
1.

Start time: 7.49pm

That Council acting under clause 3 of schedule 10 of the Local Government Act 1989 (Act):
(a)

resolves, having followed all the required statutory procedures pursuant to sections
207A and 233 of the Act pursuant to its power under clause 3 of Schedule 10 of the
Act, and being of the opinion that the road abutting 2 Fitzgibbon Street, Cremorne
(shown marked lot 1 on the title plan attached as Attachment 1 to this report (Road)) is
not reasonably required for public use for the reasons set out in this report to
discontinue the Road;

(b)

directs that a notice pursuant to the provisions of clause 3(a) of Schedule 10 of the Act
is to be published in the Victoria Government Gazette;

(c)

directs that, once discontinued, the Road be transferred to the owner of 36 and 38-40
Cubitt Street, Cremorne (Owner), for no less than the market value (plus GST) as
determined by the requirements of the Act.

(d)

directs that the Interim CEO sign any transfer or transfers of the Road and any other
documents required to be signed in connection with the discontinuance of the Road
and its subsequent transfer to the Owner;

(e)

any easements, rights or interests required to be created or saved over the Road by
any authority be done so and not be affected by the discontinuance and sale of the
Road; and

(f)

directs that the Owner be required to consolidate the title to the discontinued Road with
the adjoining properties 49, 51 and 55 Dover Street and 2 Fitzgibbon Street, Cremorne
by no-later than 6 months after the date of transfer of the discontinued Road.
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COUNCIL RESOLUTION
Moved: Councillor Landes
1.

Seconded: Councillor Crossland

That Council acting under clause 3 of schedule 10 of the Local Government Act 1989 (Act):
(a)

resolves, having followed all the required statutory procedures pursuant to sections
207A and 233 of the Act pursuant to its power under clause 3 of Schedule 10 of the
Act, and being of the opinion that the road abutting 2 Fitzgibbon Street, Cremorne
(shown marked lot 1 on the title plan attached as Attachment 1 to this report (Road)) is
not reasonably required for public use for the reasons set out in this report to
discontinue the Road;

(b)

directs that a notice pursuant to the provisions of clause 3(a) of Schedule 10 of the Act
is to be published in the Victoria Government Gazette;

(c)

directs that, once discontinued, the Road be transferred to the owner of 36 and 38-40
Cubitt Street, Cremorne (Owner), for no less than the market value (plus GST) as
determined by the requirements of the Act.

(d)

directs that the Interim CEO sign any transfer or transfers of the Road and any other
documents required to be signed in connection with the discontinuance of the Road
and its subsequent transfer to the Owner;

(e)

any easements, rights or interests required to be created or saved over the Road by
any authority be done so and not be affected by the discontinuance and sale of the
Road; and

(f)

directs that the Owner be required to consolidate the title to the discontinued Road with
the adjoining properties 49, 51 and 55 Dover Street and 2 Fitzgibbon Street, Cremorne
by no-later than 6 months after the date of transfer of the discontinued Road.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
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8.5

Proposed Discontinuance of Road abutting 9-11 Brighton Street,
Richmond

Reference

D22/46289

Author

Bill Graham - Coordinator Valuations

Authoriser

Director Corporate, Business and Finance

RECOMMENDATION

Start time: 7.52pm

1.

That Council, acting under section 7(4) of the Road Management Act 2004, resolves that the
road abutting 9-11 Brighton Street, Richmond, being the land remaining in Conveyance Book
P No. 731 (and shown as lot ‘1’ on the plan attached as attachment 2 to this report) (Road)
be removed from Council’s Register of Public Roads on the basis that the Road is no longer
required for general public use for the reasons set out in the body of this report.

2.

That Council acting under Clause 3 of Schedule 10 of the Local Government Act 1989 (Act):
(a)

resolves that the required statutory procedures be commenced to discontinue the
Road;

(b)

directs that, under sections 207A and 223 of the Act, public notice of the proposed
discontinuance be given in “The Age” newspaper;

(c)

resolves that the public notice required to be given under sections 207A and 223 of the
Act should state that if the Road is discontinued, Council proposes to sell the Road to
the adjoining owner for market value (plus GST); and

(d)

authorises Bill Graham Valuations Coordinator to undertake the administrative
procedures necessary to enable Council to carry out its functions under section 223 of
the Act in relation to this matter.

COUNCIL RESOLUTION
Moved: Councillor Crossland

Seconded: Councillor Nguyen

1.

That Council, acting under section 7(4) of the Road Management Act 2004, resolves that the
road abutting 9-11 Brighton Street, Richmond, being the land remaining in Conveyance Book
P No. 731 (and shown as lot ‘1’ on the plan attached as attachment 2 to this report) (Road)
be removed from Council’s Register of Public Roads on the basis that the Road is no longer
required for general public use for the reasons set out in the body of this report.

2.

That Council acting under Clause 3 of Schedule 10 of the Local Government Act 1989 (Act):
(a)

resolves that the required statutory procedures be commenced to discontinue the
Road;

(b)

directs that, under sections 207A and 223 of the Act, public notice of the proposed
discontinuance be given in “The Age” newspaper;

(c)

resolves that the public notice required to be given under sections 207A and 223 of the
Act should state that if the Road is discontinued, Council proposes to sell the Road to
the adjoining owner for market value (plus GST); and

(d)

authorises Bill Graham Valuations Coordinator to undertake the administrative
procedures necessary to enable Council to carry out its functions under section 223 of
the Act in relation to this matter.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
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9.

Notices of motion

9.1

Notice of Rescission No 1 of 2022 - Statutory Planning Delegations

Reference

D22/53330

Author

Ivan Gilbert - Group Manager Chief Executive's Office

Authoriser

Group Manager Chief Executive's Office

Public Submissions
The following people addressed Council on the matter.
Virginia Noonan;
Ken Gomez;
Glen McCallum;
David Young; and
Ann Coveney.
MOTION
Moved: Councillor O'Brien

Seconded: Councillor Jolly

That the resolution of Council made on 8 March 2022 stating:
1.

That Council:
(a)

note the Officer’s report regarding existing delegations and protocols for processing of
planning applications, including an analysis of the level of applications determined at
the Planning Decisions Committee;

(b)

note that as part of the implementation of the Statutory Planning Service Review 2019,
that the internal planning processes are now fully electronic, which are assisting in the
efficiency of processing planning applications;

(c)

note that further ongoing process improvements are being pursued by the Statutory
Planning office to further improve overall service delivery and customer service;

(d)

note the existing delegation and protocols, as outlined in the report and attachments,
which currently guide and direct which planning applications are presented to the
Planning Decisions Committee for determination; and

(e)

note the benchmarking which has recently been carried out with nearby Councils
regarding the level of applications that are dealt with by the equivalent of a Planning
Decision Committee at those Councils.

2.

That in the context of the report, the ongoing Service Review intent of assessing further
efficiency improvements and the benchmarking provided, that Council consider the current
Deed of Delegation to determine if any refinements or changes to delegations to the
Planning Decisions Committee are assessed to be appropriate.

3.

That Council note that in the officers opinion, as outlined in the report, that some changes
and refinements to the Instrument of Delegation to the Planning Decision Committee would
create some further overall service improvements to the statutory planning processes, and
that the recommendations in this report are presented for Council consideration.

4.

That in the exercise of the power conferred by s11(1)(a) of the Local Government Act 2020
Council resolves:
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(a)

there be delegated to the members of the Planning Decisions Committee the powers,
duties and functions set out in the Instrument of Delegation to Members of the Planning
Decisions Committee at Attachment Two, subject to:
(i)

the replacement of the word “Councillors” with “ward Councillors and must
include a brief written explanation why the item is being called up to the Planning
Decisions Committee” in clause 2.7 of the Schedule; and

(ii)

the replacement of the words “a Councillor” with “two or more ward Councillors
and must include a brief written explanation why the item is being called up to the
Planning Decisions Committee” in clause 4 of the Schedule; and

(iii)

the insertion of the words “26 October 2024 or” after the word “until” in clause 2.4
of the Instrument,

and subject to the conditions and limitations specified in that Instrument;

5.

(b)

the instrument comes into force immediately once the Instrument of Delegation is
signed by the Council and remains in force until Council determines to vary or revoke it;
and

(c)

the duties and functions set out in the instrument must be performed, and the powers
set out in the instruments must be executed, in accordance with any guidelines or
policies of Council that it may from time to time adopt.

That Council amend and adopt the Protocols for use of Delegated Authority (Planning
Protocols) subject to:
(a)

amendment of the clause relating to Heritage Victoria Referrals to read:
All Heritage Victoria referrals are managed under delegation with only ‘significant’
applications referred to Council as determined by the Manager Statutory Planning and
or the Director Planning and Place Making
A copy of all Heritage Victoria referrals be provided to Councillors for their information.;
and

(b)

amendment of the clause relating to Heritage Council Applications to read:
All Heritage Council Applications are managed under delegation with only ‘significant’
applications referred to Council as determined by the Manager Statutory Planning and
or the Director Planning and Place Making
A copy of all Heritage Council Applications be provided to Councillors for their
information.

6.

That Council seek a review of Statutory Planning processes forming part of the broader
continuous improvement program to include Councillor and targeted community consultation
to review but not limited to:
(a)

facilitating business applications;

(b)

facilitating efficient and transparent processing of applications; and

(c)

consultation/mediation.

be rescinded.
LOST
CALL FOR A DIVISION
For:

Councillor Jolly, Stone and O'Brien

Against:

Councillors Crossland, Mohamud, Nguyen, Landes and Wade
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9.2

Notice of Motion No. 3 of 2022 - Planning Delegations

Reference

D22/63000

Author

Ivan Gilbert - Group Manager Chief Executive's Office

Authoriser

Group Manager Chief Executive's Office

WITHDRAWN
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9.3

Notice of Motion No. 4 of 2022 - Melbourne Pride Event

Reference

D22/64299

Author

Ivan Gilbert - Group Manager Chief Executive's Office

Authoriser

Group Manager Chief Executive's Office

RECOMMENDATION
1.

Start time: 8.24pm

That Council:
(a)

notes the recent Melbourne Pride event held in the City of Yarra on 13 February 2022
to commemorate the 40th anniversary of the decriminalisation of homosexuality in
Victoria;

(b)

recognises the success of this event, and the importance of the event to the
LGBTIQA+ community and our State, more broadly;

(c)

supports the continuation of Melbourne Pride as an ongoing, annual event held in the
City of Yarra each year;

(d)

notes that the Mayor has written to the Minister for Equality on 3 March 2022 with
respect to the above; and

(f)

directs the Mayor and officers to further engage with the Victorian Government and
relevant stakeholders to secure a commitment for this to occur.

COUNCIL RESOLUTION
Moved: Councillor Wade
1.

Seconded: Councillor Mohamud

That Council:
(a)

notes the recent Melbourne Pride event held in the City of Yarra on 13 February 2022
to commemorate the 40th anniversary of the decriminalisation of homosexuality in
Victoria;

(b)

recognises the success of this event, and the importance of the event to the
LGBTIQA+ community and our State, more broadly;

(c)

acknowledges that this event was only able to occur because of the generous funding
from the state, with in-kind assistance from Yarra City Council;

(d)

supports the continuation of Melbourne Pride as an ongoing, annual event held in the
City of Yarra each year;

(e)

notes that the Mayor has written to the Minister for Equality on 3 March 2022 with
respect to the above; and

(f)

directs the Mayor and officers to further engage with the Victorian Government and
relevant stakeholders to secure a commitment for this to occur.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
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10. Petitions and joint letters
10.1

Petition – Permanent Closure of the north-western end of Cameron Street,
Richmond
Start time: 8.28pm
Public Submission:
Michelle Gardiner, Warm Hug Cafe
A petition containing 77 signatures are requesting that Council and relevant
authorities consider providing a permanent outdoor dining permit for the decking
located adjacent to the Warm Hug Café as well as the permanent closure of the
north-western end of Cameron Street, Richmond.
COUNCIL RESOLUTION
Moved: Councillor Landes

Seconded: Councillor Stone

That the petition be received and referred to the appropriate officer for
consideration.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

11. Questions without notice
This record is provided as a summary of the questions asked by members of the public
during Public Question Time at a meeting of the Yarra City Council. A recording of the
Council Meeting (including Questions Without Notice) is available on Council’s website for
twelve months following the meeting. Where a question is taken on notice and unable to be
answered at the meeting, the full response is also published on Council’s website when it
becomes available.
11.1

Councillor Jolly - Locked gate at Alphington Grammar
Question:
At a Council meeting it was unanimously passed that the school re-open the gate.
To date, the school have ignored Council and have kept the gate closed. Can
officers provide an update?
Response:
The Chief Executive Officer and Group Manager Chief Executive’s Office provided
a response.

11.2

Councillor Stone – E-scooter Trial
Question:
E-scooters have become very popular. How can those who would like to provide
feedback on the e-scooter trial, provide it?
Response:
The Director Planning and Place Making provided a response.

Councillor Jolly left the meeting at 8.42pm, not returning.
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12. Delegates’ reports
12.1

Councillor Crossland - Business Advisory Committee
Start time: 8.42pm
Committee

Business Advisory Committee

Appointed Councillors

Cr Herschel Landes Cr Edward Crossland

Date of Committee Meeting

Thursday 1 July 2021

Date of Report

3 March 2022

Report Author

Herschel Landes

DELEGATES REPORT
The Committee met on Thursday 3 March 2022 Councillors Landes and Crossland
were in attendance and provide this report to Council.
Agenda items for this meeting included but not limited to:
Economic development update - Audits and Employment
High level trend analysis on the most recent precinct leasing audit, as well as
touching on some exciting initiatives the economic development team have been
working on related to employment.
A workshop examined matters around fostering greater inclusion across the
business community into business, the growth of co-working spaces in Yarra,
trends towards knowledge/ service industries, the need to support more DDA
compatible spaces in activity centres and discussing long planning delays and
high costs when opening businesses in Yarra.
The meeting was held part attendance and part through teams highlighting the new
hybrid format that enables improved access to meetings. The hosts provided a
presentation of their old hotel and the restoration works including the retention of
famous lead lite windows.
COUNCIL RESOLUTION
Moved: Councillor Landes
1.

Seconded: Councillor Crossland

That Council:
(a)

note this Delegate’s Report.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
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12.2

Councillor Stone - Metropolitan Local Government Waste Forum
Start time: 8.43pm
Committee

Metropolitan Local Government Waste Forum

Appointed Councillors

Cr Amanda Stone, Cr Gabrielle di Vietri

Date of Council Meeting

29 March 2022

Date of Report

29 March 2022

Report Author

Cr Amanda Stone

DELEGATES REPORT
The Metropolitan Waste and Resource Recovery Group (MWRRG) is a Victorian
Government statutory body responsible for co-ordinating and facilitating the delivery
of waste management and resource recovery across metropolitan Melbourne. The
MWRRG works closely with councils through the Metro Waste Forum which has
continued to meet bimonthly over the past 12 months.
A Delegate’s Report was presented to the February meeting of Council outlining
forthcoming changes to the sector with the introduction of the Circular Economy
(Waste Reduction and Recycling) Act 2021.
This report includes the Minutes and Summary Notes from 10 February Metro
Waste Forum, which weren’t available.
It also provides advice on a Circular Economy Leadership Course being run by the
UN Staff Systems College in collaboration with MWRRG and supported by the state
government. Two representatives from each Victorian Council have been invited to
participate in the course to support Councils moving into the circular economy.
I am participating on behalf of Yarra Council and will share the materials and
insights in due course.
The Metro Waste Forum will cease at the end of June 2022 and the final meeting
will be held on 12 May.
**Minutes and summary attached below:
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COUNCIL RESOLUTION
Moved: Councillor Stone
1.

Seconded: Councillor Mohamud

That Council:
(a)

note this Delegate’s Report.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
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13. General Business
13.1

Councillor Landes – Parklets in the City of Yarra
Start time: 8.45pm
COUNCIL RESOLUTION
Moved: Councillor Landes
1.

Seconded: Councillor Crossland

That Council:
(a)

(b)

notes that Officers have been seeking the views of the Department of
Transport in respect to its position of the current road closure parklets in
the City of Yarra, being the following:
(i)

The Warm Hug Café: 163A Lennox Street, Richmond (closure on
Cameron Street);

(ii)

Ms Frankie: 24 Cremorne Street, Cremorne (closure is laneway
behind venue);

(iii)

La Manna and Sons: 98 Balmain Street, Cremorne, and

(iv)

Molly Rose Brewing: 270 Wellington Street, Collingwood (Closure
is laneway behind venue); and

notes that on 24 March, 2022 the Department of Transport has provided
its ‘no objection’ to an extension of these 4 road closure parklets until
end June 2022, and in this regard states that:
(i)

DoT has embraced the Outdoor Dining initiative to assist traders
since the permits were first issued in December 2020. DoT has no
objection to the proposed extension of the temporary road
closures for the purpose of outdoor dining, until 30 June 202;

(ii)

Given the recent change in traffic volumes, the removal of density
limits on traders, and community expectations on the future use of
these roads, DoT will not be issuing additional extensions to CoY
going into the future;

(iii)

DoT deems the consents that has been issued to CoY to date, is
of a sufficient length of time for council to form a long-term
position; and

(iv)

DoT requests that CoY inform Metro North West region of
Council’s position on permanent closures prior to 30 June 2022;
and

(c)

also notes that YCC officers are currently preparing extensions to these
4 road closure parklets up to end June 2022 as a further temporary
period of the COVID recovery program of Council;

(d)

thanks Officers and the Department of Transport for their endeavours in
this matter;

(e)

notes that for any ongoing continuation of the road closure parklets
beyond end June 2022, that a formal ‘Road Closure’ process under the
provisions of the Local Government Act and the Road Management Act
would be required, as any continuation of the current situation would not
be deemed to be a temporary arrangement as part of a COVID recovery
program, but more-so, as a formal ‘road closure’ proposal for an
extended period of time; and
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(f)

in this regard, seeks officers to commence the necessary
communications and stakeholder engagement, to form a more medium
term position in respect of these road closure parklets up to the period
ending 2023; and that Officers report back to Council on these
processes once the engagement has occurred to enable Council to
make determinations; and

(g)

note that the hospitality business in 571 Bridge Road (known as Niche)
has today also requested to be able to continue trade in the temporary
Road Closure in White’s Place until end June 2022. In this regard,
Council also request officers to seek the Department of Transport
position regarding this current Road Closure and if this is also a nonobjection for this period, that Council also extend the temporary Road
Closure of White’s Place to end June 2022.

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
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Conclusion
The meeting concluded at 8.53pm.
Confirmed Tuesday 19 April 2022

_____________________________________
Mayor
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