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MESSAGE FROM
THE MAYOR
Another Yarra icon was
recognised when the Abbotsford
Convent was placed on the
National Heritage List. From the
grassroots community campaign
to save the convent 20 years ago,
it is now recognised as a world
renowned arts and heritage
precinct.
Yarra has been awash in yellow
and black and rainbow flags.
The Tigers’ recent AFL premiership
was an exciting time for residents
and a boost to businesses in Yarra.
Everyone played a part in this
historic celebration, with banners
and projections on our town halls
(courtesy of Richmond Football
Club and Bridge Rd Main Street),
local traders decorating their
stores and our fabulous road crew
working day and night to ensure
our streets were clean and safe.
Yarra’s businesses have also played
a role in supporting Council’s
advocacy for the Yes campaign in
the Marriage Equality postal
survey. They joined our residents
in signing rainbow banners, and
placing signs of support in
windows and doors,
demonstrating the power of
advocacy when we join together.

As the year draws to a close, it’s
timely to reflect on our
achievements: a new four-year
Council Plan with its vision for a
sustainable and prosperous future,
community satisfaction survey
results with strong support for
council services, and advocacy on
big issues facing our community
such as Yarra River controls,
marriage equality, a Medically
Supervised Injecting Facility and
finding the best date for our
national day.
I thank my councillor colleagues for
their hard work and dedication, our
committed staff, and the community
for your active participation in civic
life that is a hallmark of living and
working in Yarra.
Best wishes for a safe and
peaceful holiday season.
Cr Amanda Stone
Mayor

YOUR
COUNCILLORS
LANGRIDGE WARD
Abbotsford, Alphington (south of Heidelberg Road),
Clifton Hill (east of Wellington Street), Collingwood
(except for the area bounded by Johnston, Wellington
and Smith streets and Alexandra Parade), Fairfield
(south of Heidelberg Road) and Fitzroy (south of
Moor Street), and Richmond (in the area bounded
by Lennox, Highett and Hoddle streets)

Cr Danae Bosler
0419 782 247
Danae.Bosler@yarracity.vic.gov.au
Cr Stephen Jolly
0437 856 713
Stephen.Jolly@yarracity.vic.gov.au
Cr Amanda Stone, Mayor
9205 5055
Amanda.Stone@yarracity.vic.gov.au

MELBA WARD
Burnley, Cremorne and Richmond (except the area
bounded by Lennox, Highett and Hoddle streets)

Cr Mi-Lin Chen Yi Mei
0427 150 407
Milin.Chenyimei@yarracity.vic.gov.au
Cr Daniel Nguyen
0427 493 509
Daniel.Nguyen@yarracity.vic.gov.au
Cr James Searle
0427 121 310
James.Searle@yarracity.vic.gov.au

NICHOLLS WARD
COUNCIL MEETINGS
Council Meetings are open to the public and community members are
invited to attend. All meetings listed below begin at 7pm other than the
Ceremonial Meeting, which begins at 6.30pm. Please check our website
for meeting locations.
• 21 November

• 5 December

• 27 November (Ceremonial Meeting)

• 19 December

Visit www.yarracity.vic.gov.au/meetings for agendas, minutes and
further information about Council Meetings. Agendas are published on
the Friday prior to each meeting.

North Carlton, Princes Hill, part of Clifton Hill (west
of Wellington Street), North Fitzroy, Fitzroy (north
of Moor Street) and part of Collingwood (the area
bounded by Johnston, Wellington and Smith streets
and Alexandra Parade)

Cr Misha Coleman
0428 509 943
Misha.Coleman@yarracity.vic.gov.au
Cr Jackie Fristacky
0412 597 794
Jackie.Fristacky@yarracity.vic.gov.au
Cr Mike McEvoy

WURUNDJERI ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
Yarra City Council acknowledges the Wurundjeri as the Traditional
Owners of this country, pays tribute to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander people in Yarra and gives respect to Elders past and present.
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0428 449 193
Mike.McEvoy@yarracity.vic.gov.au
To contact your Councillors, ring 9205 5055, send
a letter to c/o PO Box 168, Richmond VIC 3121,
or you can reach them via their direct lines as above.

THE MOST WONDERFUL TIME OF THE YEAR
We hope you’ll join us for our
end-of-year festivities in Citizens
Park and Edinburgh Gardens (see
below) and don’t forget to support
your local retailers in the lead-up to
Christmas.

Shop local this Christmas
Get into the Christmas spirit with a visit
to one of Yarra’s famous retail and
dining precincts. From fashion and
furniture to food and flowers, Yarra’s
local shops will have everything you
need in the lead-up to the big day. By
walking or riding to your local store,
you’ll be supporting the Yarra economy
while reducing congestion in our streets.
Yarra has major shopping strips in
Richmond (Bridge Road and Church,
Swan and Victoria streets), Fitzroy/
Collingwood (Brunswick, Gertrude,
Johnston and Smith streets), Fitzroy
North/Carlton North (Nicholson Village,
North Fitzroy Village, Queens Parade and
Rathdowne Village).

Carols by Candlelight
Thursday 7 December, 6pm to 9pm
Citizens Park, Richmond.
We’re wishing you a very merry
Christmas with a free concert in Citizens
Park. This year’s Carols by Candlelight
event will feature performances by
school, community and national choir
groups. There will also be a very special
appearance from Santa, along with food
and drink stalls. Candles and song books
will be available for purchase, so warm
up your vocal cords and bring a picnic
blanket.

A FAMILY-FRIENDLY NYE
Consumption of alcohol is
banned in Yarra’s streets,
parks and other public areas
from 9pm on Saturday 30
December through to 9am on
Monday 1 January. Amplified
music is not permitted and
glass bottles are strongly
discouraged.

HOLIDAY TIMETABLES
All rubbish and recycling
collections will take place as
normal during the festive
period.
Our customer service centres
will be closed on Christmas Day
(Monday 25 December), Boxing
Day (Tuesday 26 December) and
New Year’s Day (Monday 1
January).
Our libraries and leisure
facilities will also operate on
adjusted timetables. Visit
library.yarracity.vic.gov.au and
leisure.yarracity.vic.gov.au for
details.

New Years Eve in Yarra
Sunday 31 December, 12pm to 12am
Edinburgh Gardens, North Fitzroy.
Enjoy a range of low-key, free and
family-friendly activities this New Year’s
Eve, including the Yarra Dog Show from
2pm, with prizes for best costume,
cutest canine and most impressive trick.
You can also catch a free movie (Oddball
from 7.40pm and Hidden Figures from
9.45pm). Pack a picnic or grab a bite at
one of your favourite food trucks.
Popcorn and film snacks will be brought
to you by animal rescue group Maneki
Neko. And don’t forget to take in the
city fireworks (before and after the films)
at 9.30pm and midnight.
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CLEANING UP WITH COUNCIL
Our City Works branch delivers
a wide range of services to ensure
that Yarra’s roads, laneways and
shopping strips are kept spick
and span.
Council staff and contractors tackle
rubbish and recycling, hard rubbish and
green waste, as well as litter and
graffiti. Importantly, we street sweep
the entire city each month.

“We can monitor what streets need
more attention and identify recurring
hotspots.”
Peter believes that quality cleaning
involves constantly reviewing how his
crew can deliver services in the most
effective manner possible. “Every street
is different and needs a particular
approach to how it is cleaned. Whilst
Swan Street has residents lining for

Our crews work every day of the year,
including public holidays, and special
arrangements are made for major
events such as street festivals or the AFL
Grand Final.
Cleansing Foreman Peter Baker meets
with staff and contractors at our Clifton
Hill depot to discuss the day’s activities.
“Technology is playing a growing role
in tracking how to improve our
performance and meet targets,”
Peter says.
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TRAINEE TIME
We have partnered with the
Brotherhood of St Laurence to
provide traineeships in street
cleaning to residents
experiencing disadvantage. The
program has been successful in
creating employment pathways
for trainees, with some students
having received full-time
employment at the conclusion
of their course.

post-gym coffees by 7am, Brunswick
Street is later to rise,” Peter laughs.
Street cleaning ensures that our public
spaces feel safe and comfortable, and
that businesses are able to operate
without any obstructions.
Visit www.yarracity.vic.gov.au/clean
or call 9205 5555 to learn more about
our cleaning and maintenance services.

Abbotsford Convent, seen from the nearby Collingwood Children’s Farm.

CONVENT
MAKES THE CUT
The Abbotsford Convent has
become just the 111th site to be
added to the Australian National
Heritage List.
Visitors flock to Abbotsford Convent to
see its heritage buildings, take in its arts
exhibitions, relax in its sprawling gardens
and enjoy a bite at its eateries.
Attracting almost a million visitors a year,
it is among the City of Yarra’s most
beloved destinations, and an important
cog in the local economy.
Abbotsford Convent CEO Collette
Brennan welcomed the decision. “Being
placed alongside icons including the
Sydney Opera House and Melbourne
Cricket Ground puts the Convent on the
map for students, historians and visitors
alike, and is something we can all be
proud of.”
This listing is a major milestone in the
effort to retain the historic elements of
the convent. “Now that the Convent is
included on the National Heritage List,
the National Heritage values of the

Convent are protected under the
Environment Protection and Biodiversity
Conservation Act 1999,” she said.
The Sisters of the Good Shepherd
established the Abbotsford Convent in
1863 and operated it for more than a
century. The new heritage listing helps
to acknowledge all aspects of the site’s
history, including the hardships that
some women and girls suffered during
their time at the convent.
Community members campaigned to
save the site during the 1990s and the
not-for-profit Abbotsford Convent
Foundation took over in 2004. Since
then the heritage aspects of the
Convent have been preserved even as
the site has evolved into a celebrated
centre of arts and culture.
Yarra Council continues to support a
range of creative practitioners at the site
through its annual grants program.
Visit abbotsfordconvent.com.au to learn
more about upcoming events at the site.

Yarra Mayor, Cr Amanda Stone receives a
guided tour of Abbotsford Convent’s C3
gallery from artist and curator Tai Snaith

The Abbotsford Convent is
famous throughout the arts
community for its inspirational
studios and galleries, including
the c3 Contemporary Art Space.
Visit c3artspace.com.au to learn
more about current and
upcoming exhibitions at the
gallery.
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LEADING THE WAY
ON WASTE AND RECYCLING
We’re joining our community in
tackling inner city waste and
recycling challenges and providing
residents with a more sustainable
approach to reducing waste.
Together we are moving beyond
traditional approaches to managing
waste, to embrace face-to-face
education and innovative local solutions
to minimise waste production.
Community support for this approach
has been unprecedented. We have seen
major improvements at every stage of
the waste management cycle, from
making more sustainable purchasing
decisions to reusing resources, avoiding
the creation of waste all together and
recycling correctly.
Last year:
• total waste generated for kerbside
collection decreased by 98 tonnes.
• about 97% of goods left at recycling
drop-off points were recycled and
reused.
• more than 540 tonnes of hard waste
was recycled.
• almost 10,000 tonnes of material
was recycled.
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We consider engaging with our
community in a personalised way and
providing skills and tools to be critical
to our success. By knocking on doors
and completing bin-checks, we are able
to have important conversations with
our residents. Where this isn’t possible,
we are providing information and
resources.

Humanity is currently consuming
resources at a much faster rate than we
are replenishing them. That’s why we
need to continue working together to
reduce our waste-related impacts on
the environment.

Tackling these problems today will also
help us keep a lid on the proportion of
rates income that needs to be spent on
waste management and recycling in the
future.
We’re harnessing the energy and
enthusiasm of our community, and
working closely with waste and
recycling authorities such as the
Metropolitan Waste Management
Group, Environment Protection
Authority, Sustainability Victoria, Visy
Recycling and Four Seasons.
We are empowering our community
with the knowledge and skills to be
accountable for their impact on the
waste management cycle. We’re doing
this through regular education and
consultation around waste
minimisation.

RECYCLE US
Emily, David, Marlo, Kara, Arkie
and Olga achieved the best results
in the first round of our Recycle Us
program, significantly reducing
their recycling contamination and
resource loss. This involves
checking residents’ recycling and
rubbish bins and offering
constructive advice. The number of
households recycling correctly
improved by 30% during the first
round, so we’re now planning to
expand the program to more
properties.

FOOD KNOW HOW
Our award-winning Food Know
How initiative provides
community members with tips on
smart food planning, shopping,
cooking, storage, and growing
food at home to help reduce
waste and save time and money.
Joining Food Know How is a great
first step to take to help Yarra
reduce food waste. Visit
foodknowhow.yarracity.vic.
gov.au to take a five-week
challenge and get started today.

CLEANER MUDs

LESS LITTER

RECYCLING SCHOOL

Our Multi-Unit Development
(MUD) program recognises that
some residents living in
apartments struggle with
recycling.

With support from Sustainability
Victoria, we’re working to lighten
the litter load.

We’re working with local schools
to show young people that
recycling can be fun and
rewarding. One activity has
students create artwork out of old
rubbish. We find that education
leads to better habits.

We’re supporting participating
building managers with project
plans, waste audits and colour
coded bin lids, as well as with
educational material.
So far this program has seen bin
contamination reduced by 20%
and resource loss reduced by 10%.
“Resource loss” occurs when
recyclable materials are incorrectly
placed in standard rubbish bins.
“Bin contamination” occurs when
non-recyclable materials are
incorrectly placed in recycling bins.

Our promotional campaign has
seen a reduction in public litter,
especially plastic bags, coffee
cups, straws, water bottles, and
wet wipes.
Melbourne Farmers Market is
using a Council grant to eliminate
single-use coffee cups at their
Saturday Market at Collingwood
Children’s Farm.

Recycling contamination has been
reduced by 15% in our initial
rollout of the program, and these
results have encouraged us to
expand to other local schools.

LEARN MORE
www.yarracity.vic.gov.au/
services/recycling-andrubbish
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A CLEAN SLATE
We’re giving away free graffiti
removal kits and paint vouchers to
help you join the fight against
graffiti.
We’ll be teaming with Victoria Police at
four locations during November and
December to offer advice and hand out
tools for removing graffiti from your
property.
The best way to deter graffiti is to
remove it as quickly as possible. At
Council, we work year-round to ensure

it is removed from public places like
parks and playgrounds soon after it
occurs.
We want to support you to do the
same when you notice graffiti on your
own property, so we can all do our bit
to keep Yarra’s streets clean and graffiti
free.
If you can’t make it to a workshop, you
can request a free graffiti removal kit by
contacting us at info@yarracity.vic.
gov.au or on 9205 5555.

GRAFFITI REMOVAL
WORKSHOPS
• Fitzroy Town Hall
Saturday 18 November
10am to 1pm
• Gleadell Street Market
Saturday 25 November
10am to 1pm
• Bunnings Collingwood
Saturday 2 December
10am to 1pm
• Curtain Square Carlton
Saturday 9 December
10am to 1pm

JANUARY 26:
A TIME FOR REFLECTION
We’re proud to be Australian, and
we believe that our celebration of
national identity should be held on a
date that is inclusive of everyone in
our community.
January 26 commemorates the arrival
of the First Fleet. For our local and
broader Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander community, this means the
beginning of invasion, dispossession
and tragic loss of life, land, culture and
language.
Council’s decision not to recognise
January 26 as a day of celebration does
not impact on the way our residents
spend the day. People are still welcome
to enjoy the public holiday in local
parks or in any other way they choose.
Wurundjeri Elder Uncle Bill Nicholson
performing a Smoking Ceremony
on Gertrude Street, Fitzroy.
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But in the lead up to January 26, 2018
and on the day itself, we do encourage
people to take a moment to reflect on
what this date represents to the
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Aboriginal community.
If you would like to acknowledge and
celebrate Aboriginal culture on January 26,
you may be interested in attending the
Share the Spirit Festival, which takes
place at Treasury Gardens in
Melbourne’s CBD. This free annual
event celebrates Aboriginal music and
culture, and features performances
from renowned Aboriginal artists.
Council will hold a small Smoking
Ceremony for the local Aboriginal
community on January 26, to
acknowledge their experiences and
also to celebrate their culture which still
flourishes.

LEARN MORE
To learn more about
January 26 in Yarra, visit
yarracity.vic.gov.au/january26

BACK TO
SCHOOL
The community can now use an
outdoor recreation area at Yarra
Primary School.
Thanks to a 25-year agreement between
Yarra Council and the school, the site
will be available for public use during
certain times (see sidebar).

New recreational facilities at Yarra Primary School
are available for community use.

Features include:
• rain garden and nature play areas
• parkour facilities
• table tennis area
• games area with hopscotch and a
maze
• BBQ and picnic settings

Yarra Primary School is located in
Davison Street, Richmond.
For further information about Yarra’s
parks and recreational facilities, visit
www.yarracity.vic.gov.au/facilities or
call us on 9205 5555.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Schooldays From 7am to 8am
and after 5pm
Saturdays, Sundays and public
holidays All day

Ed Henty, Secretary of the Yarra
Pub Cricket Association, with
the new rainbow stumps.

A GOOD WICKET
The Yarra Pub Cricket
Association is introducing
rainbow stumps to emphasise
the inclusive nature of the
competition and its ongoing
support for Yarra’s LGBTIQ
community.

FIELDS OF FUN
The Yarra Pub Cricket Association
offers the perfect opportunity for
an enjoyable afternoon of social
cricket.
Training takes place on Wednesday
nights from 6.30pm at Edinburgh
Gardens and matches take place on
Sunday afternoons.

Teams play 4–8 games per season, and
if a weekly commitment is too difficult,
you can simply play whenever suits you.

Email yarrapubcricket@gmail.com or
search for Yarra Pub Cricket Association
on Facebook.

The rules are simple: no LBW, no wides,
you can’t get out on the first ball, but
most importantly, have fun!

Visit yarracity.vic.gov.au/activeyarra
to learn more about sports, fitness and
lifestyle opportunities in Yarra.
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FACES OF YARRA
Portraits of a living city

Co-President of Soup Vans Victoria for
St Vincent De Paul Society, Leo Holt has
spent the last 19 years as a volunteer at
the Vinnies Collingwood Soup Van.

The Van provides food to around 130
residents five nights a week. You can
see Leo every Friday night running a
BBQ at Smith Street, Collingwood,
chatting to locals and friends.

TIME FOR A TRIM

CHANGING PLACES AT
BARGOONGA NGANJIN

YARRA SAYS NO TO VIOLENCE
AGAINST WOMEN

The Bargoonga Nganjin, North Fitzroy
Library now includes a toilet with
`Changing Places’ accreditation to meet
the needs of people and carers who
cannot use standard accessible toilets.

Yarra Council supports the White
Ribbon campaign to eliminate physical,
sexual and psychological violence
against women.

With the warmer weather now upon
us, it’s a great time for a spot of
gardening. Residents are reminded to
maintain their gardens regularly to
ensure that public land and
neighbouring properties are not
impacted by encroaching (or
overhanging) vegetation.
To book a free green waste
collection, contact us at
info@yarracity.vic.gov.au or on
9205 5555.
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Features include a height adjustable
adult-sized changing bench, a ceiling
track hoist system, a centrally located
peninsula toilet and much more.
Changing Places toilets can be of
benefit to people with an acquired
brain injury, cerebral palsy, multiple
sclerosis and more.
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Follow @CityOfYarra on
Instagram for more on
Leo Holt and our other
#FacesOfYarra.

We’re joining White Ribbon Australia in
calling on all men to “stand up, speak
out and act to prevent men’s violence
against women.”
Learn more at whiteribbon.org.au or
view the materials we will be displaying
at our town halls in the lead up to
White Ribbon Day on Saturday
25 November.

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS!
(FINES)
Wednesday 29 November,
6.30pm to 7.30pm
Richmond Library
Yarra Libraries and Fitzroy Legal Service
present Know Your Rights, a series of
legal information sessions.
What are your options when you
receive a fine? Can they be challenged?
In this practical session, the experts
from Fitzroy Legal Service talk about
fines and how to deal with them.
Bookings are essential.
Visit library.yarracity.vic.gov.au to
reserve your place.

WHAT’S ON IN YARRA!

Until 3 December
Bargoonga Nganjin, North Fitzroy
Library

JOHNSTON STREET
FIESTA

Kylie Stillman creates captivating
negative spaces in objects using
piercing and cutting implements.

Saturday 18 November 2017 to
Sunday 19 November 2017,
12pm to 10.30pm
Johnston Street, Fitzroy

For this intriguing new exhibition, she
has hand-carved thousands of sections
from piles of books that resemble
compositions, symbols and anecdotes.

Johnston Street Fiesta is a celebration
of Hispanic Latin and American culture
and brings an infectious fun
atmosphere to Fitzroy.
This is one of the best street parties in
Melbourne. The celebrations include
entertainment on two stages and an
amazing array of Spanish and LatinAmerican cuisine that ranges from
smoky barbeques to chocolate covered
churros.

NIGHT PARADE
BY KYOKO IMAZU
Until March 2018,
Carlton Library
Visual artist Kyoko Imazu brings her
fantastical and imaginary creatures to
Carlton Library with Night Parade of
One Hundred Demons.
Made especially for the light boxes on
at the Carlton Library, these new works
draw on the artist’s earliest memories of
drawing animals and other creatures
from Japanese folklore.

NOTE BY KYLIE
STILLMAN

ALISON LESTER BOOK
LAUNCH
Tuesday 14 November, 10.30am
Bargoonga Nganjin,
North Fitzroy Library
Join multi-award-winning children’s
author Alison Lester for the launch of
her delightful new picture book, The
Very Noisy Baby. It’s the story of a
boisterous bubs who can “bellow like a
buffalo”, “roar like a lion” and “howl
like a wolf”.
Morning tea and fun activities will keep
the whole family transfixed as we
celebrate with one of Australia’s
favourite writers.

Like the definition of `a note’, Note the
exhibition is a suite of small informal
messages, records and markings from
the everyday, presented in a way to call
the viewer to pay attention.

CHRISTMAS CAROLS
AND NEW YEAR’S EVE
IN YARRA
Turn to page 9 for details on our
exciting end-of-year festivities.

For more information
about local events, visit:
yarracity.vic.gov.au
arts.yarracity.vic.gov.au
library.yarracity.vic.gov.au

11

Connect with Yarra Council in a way
and at a time that suits you.

WEB www.yarracity.vic.gov.au
EMAIL us at info@yarracity.vic.gov.au
TWEET us at @YarraCouncil
LIKE us at fb.com/YarraCityCouncil
FOLLOW us on Instagram @CityOfYarra
CALL us on 9205 5555
VISIT a customer service centre
(open weekdays 8.30am–5pm)
Collingwood Town Hall
140 Hoddle Street, Abbotsford
Richmond Town Hall
333 Bridge Road, Richmond
Connie Benn Centre
160 Brunswick Street, Fitzroy
Bargoonga Nganjin
North Fitzroy Library
182 St Georges Road, North Fitzroy

The Richmond Town Hall lights up in
celebration of the Tigers’ premiership triumph!

To improve communications with Yarra’s non-English speaking
community, Council has translated information about stories included in
this edition into Yarra’s four main community languages. For more
information on anything in this edition in your language, please call
9280 1940 and quote REF 17337.

Weekly announcements from
Yarra News will be broadcast in
several languages on local radio
3CR 855AM and 3ZZZ 92.3FM

ON THE COVER: Abbotsford Convent CEO Collette Brennan and artist
Tai Snaith celebrate the convent’s elevation to the National Heritage List.
If you have any comments or queries about Yarra News, please contact us at
yarranews@yarracity.vic.gov.au or call 9205 5555. Large print, audio and
online versions are also available.
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