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Wurundjeri Acknowledgement
Yarra City Council acknowledges the Wurundjeri as the Traditional Owners of 
this country, pays tribute to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people in 
Yarra and gives respect to the Elders past and present.
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General enquiries: 9205 5555
After Hours Emergency: 9205 5555
TTY: phone 133 677 then  
 ask for 03 9205 5555
Interpreter Services:  9280 1940
Facsimile: 8417 6666
Email: info@yarracity.vic.gov.au
Website: www.yarracity.vic.gov.au 
Twitter:  @yarracouncil

Feedback 
If you have any comments or queries about  
Yarra News, please contact Jessica Matrakis, 
Communications Officer, on 9205 5144 or at  
Jessica.Matrakis@yarracity.vic.gov.au   
Large print, audio and online versions of Yarra News  
are also available by contacting Jessica.

Weekly announcements  
from Yarra News will be  
broadcast in several  
languages on local radio  
3CR 855AM and  
3ZZZ 92.3FM

To improve communications with Yarra’s non-English speaking 
community, a selected article from this edition of Yarra News has been 
translated into Yarra’s four main community languages. 

Other articles from Yarra News can be read in any language on 
Council’s website. Visit www.yarracity.vic.gov.au/yarra-news and select 
a language from the drop down Google Translate menu at the bottom 
of the screen. 

For more information in your language, please call 9280 1940 and 
quote the ref number below. 

GREEK

VIETNAMESE

TURKISH

ARABIC

ReF 15022
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Cultural Diversity Week takes place 
from 14-22 March, providing the 
perfect opportunity for our diverse 
community to come together and 
celebrate all the cultures, languages 
and faiths that make our city so 
vibrant. 

Multiculturalism is one of Yarra’s great 
strengths.  As such, it is a dimension of 
our diversity that needs to be nurtured, 
protected and promoted.  Council has 
an important role to play in ensuring 
that our community is inclusive and 
that people from all backgrounds can 
fully participate in civic life and make 
their contribution to our city.  

We have much to learn from each 
other.  The ancient Wurundjeri people, 
who respectfully lived on and from the 
land within, and beyond, our 
municipality, were the original 
practitioners of what we now know as 
environmental sustainability.  
Indigenous culture has much to teach 
us on this front and so many others.

Waves of immigration from Europe, 
Asia and Africa have transformed 

Yarra.  It was 40 years ago that the 
first Vietnamese refugees came to 
Australia and Richmond was one of 
the places many of them started their 
new life.  Fleeing persecution in their 
war-torn homeland, those who 
ultimately survived experienced further 
tragedy – this time, at sea – as loved 
ones perished. 

Our local Vietnamese community 
boasts a great many success stories.  
Those success stories are testament to 
the resilience, perseverance and sheer 
hard work of those women and men 
who crammed onto boats four 
decades ago in desperation seeking 
refuge.  

Last month, I was honoured to attend 
the Lunar New Year Festival held in 
Victoria Street and in my speech I paid 
tribute to those original boat people 
and to the contribution of Vietnamese 
Australians to the City of Yarra.  This 
was the first festival celebrated with 
the impressive Victoria Street Gateway 
in place.  The gateway is landmark that 
recognises our Vietnamese community; 

it is also a metaphor for the welcome 
we extend to people from all corners 
of the world.

Council embraces multicultural 
diversity and is committed to fostering 
a multicultural, inclusive and cohesive 
community. 

On 17 March Council will host a 
Cultural Diversity Week event at 
Richmond Town Hall, with music, 
dancing and food from around the 
globe. This event will also mark the 
launch of Yarra’s Multicultural 
Partnerships Plan 2015-18, a four year 
plan for ensuring our culturally and 
linguistically diverse residents are able 
to fully participate in community life. 
For event details, turn to page 8.

Please join me in celebrating 
multiculturalism in Yarra.

Cr Phillip Vlahogiannis  
Mayor

A development plan has been 
submitted to Council by joint property 
developers Alpha Partners and Glenvill. 
It sets out the developers’ plans to 
convert the site into a major residential 
and commercial precinct, housing up 
to 4800 residents. 

Council wants to hear from the 
community before making a decision 
about whether or not to approve the 
development plan. 

The period for community feedback is 
2 – 30 March 2015. 

Our community is invited to attend an 
information session to find out more 

about the proposal and to ask 
questions of Council and the 
developers.

Community information session 
Thursday 12 March 
6pm (for 6.30pm start) to 8.30pm  
Fitzroy Town Hall – 201 Napier Street, 
Fitzroy

RSVP by Friday 6 March to 9205 5495 
or Eva.Wu@yarracity.vic.gov.au 

To find out more about where to view 
the development plan  
and how to provide feedback, visit 
www.yarracity.vic.gov.au/amcor-site-
alphington

The website also includes details of 
additional drop-in sessions hosted by the 
developer on 17 and 26 March at the 
Alphington Bowls Club.  

Have your say on Alphington 
development 
The community is encouraged to provide feedback on the proposed 
redevelopment of the former Amcor paper mill in Alphington. 



youR CounCilloRS

Cr Geoff Barbour 

T | 0438 034 241 

E | Geoff.Barbour@yarracity.vic.gov.au

Cr Stephen Jolly 

T | 0437 856 713 

E | Stephen.Jolly@yarracity.vic.gov.au

Cr Amanda Stone 

T | 0429 358 170 

E | Amanda.Stone@yarracity.vic.gov.au

Cr Misha Coleman  

T | 0428 509 943 

E | Misha.Coleman@yarracity.vic.gov.au

Cr Simon Huggins 

T | 0419 581 469 

E | Simon.Huggins@yarracity.vic.gov.au

Cr Phillip Vlahogiannis (Mayor) 

T | 9205 5055 

E | Mayor@yarracity.vic.gov.au

langridge Ward
Abbotsford, Alphington (south of Heidelberg Road), Clifton 
Hill (east of Wellington Street), Collingwood (except for the 
area bounded by Johnston, Wellington and Smith streets and 
Alexandra Parade), Fairfield (south of Heidelberg Road) and 
Fitzroy (south of Moor Street), and Richmond (in the area 
bounded by Lennox, Highett and Hoddle streets). 

Melba Ward
Burnley, Cremorne and Richmond (except the area 
bounded by Lennox, Highett and Hoddle streets)

To view a map of your ward, visit  
www.yarracity.vic.gov.au/ward-map

To contact your Councillors, ring 9205 5055, send a letter c/o 
PO Box 168, Richmond VIC 3121, or contact them as above.

Cr Roberto Colanzi 

T | 0428 328 904 

E | Roberto.Colanzi@yarracity.vic.gov.au

Cr Jackie Fristacky 

T | 0412 597 794 

E | Jackie.Fristacky@yarracity.vic.gov.au

Cr Sam Gaylard 

T | 0448 586 884 / 9489 5429 (after hours) 

E | Sam.Gaylard@yarracity.vic.gov.au

nicholls Ward
North Carlton, Princes Hill, part of Clifton Hill (west of 
Wellington Street), North Fitzroy, Fitzroy (north of Moor Street) 
and part of Collingwood (the area bounded by Johnston, 
Wellington and Smith streets and Alexandra Parade).
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Ward Councillor 
Meetings
Is there a local issue you would like to raise with your 
Ward Councillors?

Yarra’s Councillors will hold informal community 
meetings in Collingwood, Fitzroy and Richmond next 
month to allow residents to share their views on issues 
affecting them.

Nicholls Ward  
Thursday 16 April from 6.30pm to 8pm  
at Edinburgh Gardens Community Room  
(Brunswick Street, North Fitzroy) 
RSVP to 9205 5096 or  
RSVPNichollswardmeeting@yarracity.vic.gov.au 

Melba Ward  
Monday 20 April from 6.30pm to 8pm  
at Richmond Town Hall (333 Bridge Road, Richmond) 
RSVP to 9205 5096 or  
RSVPMelbawardmeeting@yarracity.vic.gov.au

Langridge Ward  
Thursday 23 April from 6.30pm-8pm  
at Collingwood Senior Citizens Centre  
(Eddy Court, Collingwood behind the town hall) 
RSVP to 9205 5096 or  
RSVPLangridgewardmeeting@yarracity.vic.gov.au

Which ward do you live in? See the listing to the left, 
or visit www.yarracity.vic.gov.au/ward-map 

Council Meetings 
Ordinary Council Meetings are held 
fortnightly in Yarra. Community 
members are encouraged to attend the 
meetings and participate in the decision-
making process. The meetings include a Public 
Question Time where people can ask questions of 
Council about any matter that is not on the meeting 
agenda. During the meeting, people can make verbal 
submissions about matters on the meeting agenda.

For meeting agendas, minutes and information  
about other Council meetings, visit  
www.yarracity.vic.gov.au/meetings  

Council Meetings begin at 7pm. Here is a 
schedule of meetings for the first part of 2015:

Tuesday 3 March Fitzroy Town Hall

Tuesday 17 March Fitzroy Town Hall

Tuesday 14 April Richmond Town Hall

Tuesday 5 May Fitzroy Town Hall

Tuesday 19 May Fitzroy Town Hall

2015

TUESDAY
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Say hi to  
free Wi-Fi
Council is teaming with local 
businesses to make some of 
Yarra’s shopping and dining 
strips even more attractive to 
visitors. A six month trial of free public 
Wi-Fi kicks off in early March in the 
following locations:

Bridge Road, Richmond – between Richmond 
Town Hall and Eucalyptus Street

Gertrude Street, Fitzroy – between Smith and 
George streets

St Georges Road and Best Street, North 
Fitzroy – between Scotchmer and Tranmere 
streets

Wi-Fi allows people to access the Internet 
wirelessly from compatible phones, laptops and 
tablets.

For further information, contact Sarah Bishop, 
Project Manager, on 9205 5572 or  
Sarah.Bishop@yarracity.vic.gov.au or visit  
www.yarracity.vic.gov.au/freewifi

tackling local traffic
Traffic is often raised by Yarra residents 
as a key challenge of living in the 
inner city. Council is working hard 
to enhance driver, pedestrian and 
cyclist safety, as well as manage 
the flow of traffic in our 
neighbourhoods.

To do this, Council undertakes Local 
Area Traffic Management Studies 
(known as LATMS). Based on extensive 
research and developed in close consultation 
with local residents, LATMS help Council implement traffic calming 
measures such as pedestrian crossings, traffic islands and speed 
humps.

Twelve months after a LATMS has been completed, Council 
conducts a careful study of the impact of the changes. In 2013/14, 
Council implemented LATMS 17 (in part of Richmond) and LATMS 
20 (in part of Cremorne). An evaluation of these studies is now 
available on Council’s website at www.yarracity.vic.gov.au/latms- 
17-evaluation and www.yarracity.vic.gov.au/latms-20-evaluation 

New LATMS are currently being developed for parts of Collingwood 
and Fitzroy. 

For more information, contact Debbie Leeson-Rabie, Senior Project 
Engineer, on 9205 5742 or Debbie.Leeson-Rabie@yarracity.vic.gov.au

Sharing stories for 
Cultural Diversity Week
Sudanese singer, songwriter and storyteller Ajak Kwai 
is bringing her unique and powerful voice to Fitzroy 
Town Hall this month for a special Cultural Diversity 
Week (14-22 March) performance.

Ajak uses music to share her extraordinary life experiences as a 
refugee and losing family members and friends to war. Now a 
Fitzroy resident and accomplished performer, Ajak will be 
telling stories from her unpublished book, Of Cows, Women 
and War and performing her afro soul style songs in her native 
Dinka tongue. 

“My stories are about survival, about being a refugee and 
being a woman in the war,” Ajak said.

Whist many of her stories come from a place of sadness and 
struggle, Ajak says her performances aim to be uplifting and 
inspiring. 

“Even though we came here without a lot of things, we still 
have a lot that we can contribute. It is important to share what 
we have,” she said.  

Ajak’s performance takes place at the Fitzroy Town Hall 
Reading Room (201 Napier Street) on Wednesday 18 March 
from 7pm-8.30pm.  It is a free event, but bookings are 

required – call Yarra Libraries on 1300 695 427 or visit  
www.yarracity.vic.gov.au/Libraries  

This event is proudly presented by The Thomas, Samuel and 
George Ewing Trust.

Ajak Kwai will share 
her remarkable 

stories and talent at 
Fitzroy Town Hall this 

month.
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A ground-breaking biodiversity 
study is cataloguing local flora and 
fauna with the aim of preserving 
and enhancing habitat areas and 
their precious inhabitants.

A team of zoologists and ecologists are 
working with Council to conduct the 
research and will be visiting parks and 
other natural sites in Yarra over the next 
12 months. 

The study will focus on known habitat 
areas around Merri Creek and the Yarra 
River, and will also include analysis of 
urban parkland including Edinburgh 
Gardens. Our inner-city parks are not 
only great for recreation; they are also 
important flight paths for migratory birds 
and are home to many other species. 

Bat-detecting ‘Anabat’ cameras and 
infrared movement sensors will be 
placed around open spaces to capture 
the movements of nocturnal animals. 
Vegetation mapping has begun in local 
parks, gardens and bushland to examine 
the condition of indigenous flora. 

Yarra has a number of rare fauna, with 
early reports of powerful owls and black 
wallabies suggesting the quality of local 
biodiversity may be greater than 
originally anticipated. 

This study will give Council crucial 
information on the distribution of a wide 
variety of birds, bats, reptiles, frogs, 
insects and plants so threatened species 
and habitat can be rehabilitated and 
protected. 

For more information, contact  
Craig McGrath, Habitat Management 
Officer on 9489 4588 or  
Craig.McGrath@yarracity.vic.gov.au 

looking out  
for our flora 
and fauna 

Researchers Austin O’Malley (with Alice Ewing and 
Michelle Savona) from Practical Ecology survey  
the scene at Merri Creek.

nominations open for the  
yarra Sustainability Awards
The sixth annual Yarra Sustainability Awards will celebrate 
innovative community efforts towards environmental 
sustainability.

Council is now calling for nominations in six categories and will accept 
submissions until Tuesday 31 March.

Nominate yourself or someone else who you think deserves to be 
recognised for making a positive difference to the environment.

In past years, the awards have recognised many impressive local projects, 
including a community composting hub, a low emissions retail space and a 
sustainable farmers market. 

This year’s Yarra Sustainability Awards will be held at Richmond Town Hall 
on Thursday 4 June (on the eve of World Environment Day). 

More details on each of the categories, as well as guidelines and entry 
forms, can be viewed at www.yarracity.vic.gov.au/ysa2015

For more information, contact Courtney Deans, Sustainability Officer, on  
9205 5783 or awards@yarracity.vic.gov.au

Cultivating Community were highly commended for their Food Know How 
composting program in 2014.
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Artist takes up 
residence at 
youth centre
A new artist in residence program is 
giving local young people the chance 
to learn and create under the 
guidance of professional artists. 

Experimental multi-media artist Carolyn 
Cardinet is the first of four artists to take 
up residency at Yarra Youth Services in 
Fitzroy this year. She will be sharing her 
passion for creating sculptures, paintings 
and video works that address the impact 
of consumerism and plastic manufacturing 
on the environment. 

Carolyn is running weekly workshops at 
the youth centre, where young people 
explore themes of “sustainability, material 
culture, waste value and the impact of 
waste on our eco-system.”

“Found materials will be at the core of my 
workshops and used as a tool for young 
people to learn about ‘other materials’. 

Carolyn at the youth centre with her work, Algae Perpetualam.

A growing number of local businesses are choosing to 
share office space and ideas thanks to a trend towards 
multi-disciplinary, community-minded work places.

Co-sharing or collaborative workspaces offer communal 
facilities including desks, meeting rooms and conference 
spaces where small businesses, freelancers, entrepreneurs, 
start-ups and other professionals can work both independently 
and cooperatively under one roof.

Gary Wertheimer founded the Lennox Street Exchange (LSX) 
co-sharing workspace and café in Richmond in late 2014. The 
large, open plan office is now home to marketing and public 
relations experts, environmental, productivity and wellbeing 
consultants, designers and many others. While each business 
operates independently, they also share many benefits from 
working in the same office.

“The benefits of working from a collaborative workspace are 
far reaching. One joins more than just an office but a 
community of like-minded, talented and spirited entrepreneurs 
and visionaries,” Gary said.

Collaborative workspaces act a hub for networking and new 
ideas, while providing a more sustainable and affordable 
alternative to leasing space in a traditional office building. They 
are ideal for those working in creative or professional industries 
and those looking to expand their home-based business.

Gary Wertheimer shows Yarra Mayor, Cr Phillip Vlahogiannis around 
the open plan offices at Lennox Street Exchange. 

Council is holding a free Collaborative Workspace Showcase on 
Tuesday 10 March at Abbotsford Convent, followed by a 
ticketed Cocktail Networking Evening with Megan Quinn, 
founder of renowned online fashion retailer Net-a-Porter. To find 
out more, visit www.yarrabusiness.com.au or call Council on 
9205 5049.

Collaboration good  
for business 

Participants will discover a different 
traditional media to further develop 
their sculptural work and build a folio 
of their own artistic expression and 
design,” she said.

Carolyn’s free workshops take place at 
Yarra Youth Services, 156 Napier 

Street, Fitzroy every Thursday during 
the school term from 4pm – 6pm. 

For more information, contact  
Chris Parkinson, Youth Arts 
Development Officer, on 9426 1459 or  
Chris.Parkinson@yarracity.vic.gov.au 



  

the Boite  
World Music Café 
From Saturday 14 March, 8pm

The Boite World Music Café features an 
exciting showcase of artists from across 
the globe. Upcoming performances 
include Irish musician Sean Kenan and 
leading Berlin-based composer and violin 
virtuoso Daniel Weltlinger. Inspired by 
Django Reinhardt, Weltlinger is regarded 
by many as one of the world’s best, so 
don’t miss out.

The Boite World Music Café is located at  
1 Mark Street, North Fitzroy. For 
information, visit www.boite.com.au 

yarra Cultural Diversity 
Week Celebration 
Tuesday 17 March, 10am-1pm

Join Yarra’s Mayor and Councillors for a 
special Cultural Diversity Week event at 
Richmond Town Hall (333 Bridge Road). 
This free celebration will feature the 
music, dance and food of cultures from 

WHAt’S  
on in 
yARRA!

around the world and mark the launch of 
Yarra’s Multicultural Partnerships Plan.

Interpreters will be available on request. 
Please RSVP to Cristina Del Frate, 
Community Planner, on 9205 5174 or 
Cristina.Delfrate@yarracity.vic.gov.au

Collingwood  
Harvest Festival
Saturday 21 March, 3pm-7pm

Collingwood Harvest Festival is an 
opportunity for residents from the 
Collingwood, Fitzroy and Richmond 
housing estates to share their different 
cultural traditions through art, 
performance and food. The whole 
community is welcome to enjoy this free 
event, with local music, kids’ activities and 
delicious vegetarian and halal foods.

The Collingwood Harvest Festival takes 
place at Harmsworth Park, Collingwood 
(behind the 229 and 253 Hoddle Street 
high-rise buildings). Entry is free. For more 
information, visit www.banh.org.au

lego Club  
@ yarra libraries
Tuesdays and Thursdays in March, 
3.30pm-5pm

Get your Lego fix at Yarra Libraries in 
March! Children build their own creation 
and work in groups on a Lego-building 
challenge. For ages 6+. Lego Club takes 
place at Fitzroy Library (128 Moor Street, 
Fitzroy) on Tuesdays and Richmond Library 
(415 Church Street, Richmond) on 
Thursdays during the school term. 

Entry is free and bookings aren’t required. 
For more information,  
call 1300 695 427 or visit  
www.yarracity.vic.gov.au/Libraries

School Holiday Fun  
for Kids! 
28 March to 12 April

Kids – don’t be bored these school 
holidays! Yarra Libraries have free activities 
happening every day, with movies, crafts, 
gaming sessions, paper planes and 
dinosaurs!

Activities will take place at all Yarra Libraries 
branches. For full details grab a flyer at  
any branch or visit  
www.yarracity.vic.gov.au/Libraries 

Black Harmony gathering
Sunday 15 March, 1pm-5.30pm

Black Harmony Gathering presents an exciting program of live music, dance, food and 
activities that bring together local Aboriginal cultures and the cultures of newly arrived and 
refugee communities.  Bring a picnic rug, cushion and your dancing shoes for an 
afternoon of free entertainment at the Fairfield Amphitheatre on the gorgeous banks of 
the Yarra!

The Black Harmony Gathering takes place at the Fairfield Amphitheatre, Fairfield Park Drive, 
Fairfield. Entry is free For more information, visit www.multiculturalarts.com.au

Have your Say
Council regularly seeks feedback on 
projects and proposals that affect 
Yarra residents, business operators 
and the wider community. Council 
encourages everyone to have their 
say on matters that are important to 
them and participate in Council’s 
decision making process. 

To find out about community 
consultations that Council is currently 
seeking feedback on, visit  
www.yarracity.vic.gov.au/Consultation


