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Introduction

Purpose of the Strategy

The Yarra Open Space Strategy 2020
provides an overarching vision and
direction for the future provision, planning,
design and management of open

space in Yarra to 2031. It considers the
current challenges and pressures of and
expanding population and inner city life
and how these can be addressed with an
expanded and improved public open space
network that contributes to a more liveable
and sustainable Yarra in the future.

Achievements of the
Yarra Open Space
Strategy 2006

Since the adoption of the 2006 Strategy,
the following key actions have been
completed:

Set a mandatory 4.5 per cent open
space contribution rate in the Yarra
Planning Scheme for all eligible
subdivisions.

Six new open spaces have been
delivered to expand the Yarra open
space network in Abbotsford,
Collingwood and Richmond.
Increased the size of the two existing
open space reserves in Fitzroy and
Richmond South.

Land contributions on large
development sites have been
successfully negotiated for the
AMCOR redevelopment site in
Alphington; a redevelopment site in
Reid Street Fitzroy North; and on the
former Gasworks Site in Fitzroy North.

Victoria Park was opened to the public.

Upgrade a range of existing open
space reserves which has increased
the diversity of facilities and character.
This improves the appeal and capacity
of the open space network to cater to
more people using it as the resident
and worker community expands.

Strategy process

Community

survey

Consultation
report

Research
and analysis

Community

engagoemant

Final Yarra

Open Space
Strotegqy
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What is open space?

Public open space includes all publicly
owned land that is set aside primarily
for outdoor recreation, passive outdoor
enjoyment and nature conservation
and is open to the sky. It includes public
parks, gardens, reserves, waterways
and squares. Access may be restricted
at certain times or at all times on a fee
paying basis. Itis generally zoned for
public park, recreation or conservation

purposes when held in public ownership.

Public open space in this Strategy
includes areas which are managed by
State Government agencies or their
delegates located in the City of Yarra.
This includes Yarra Bend Park and the
Collingwood Childrens Farm. Restricted
open space is land that is only available
for use on a membership or fee paying
basis and examples include Burnley
Golf Course and Richmond Union Bowls
Club. Other public land including schools
and streets complement the public
open space network, however other
strategies and plans provide direction
and guidance for these.
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Public squares

Public gardens

Sporting reserves



Why is open space important?

Overview Physical health, fitness Mental heath and wellbeing Social connectedness
and wellbeing

Since the existing Yarra Open Space
Strategy was prepared in 2006 there
has been substantial population and
employment growth and change in
Yarra. This has included a trend towards
more people living in some areas where
historically no or very little public open
space was provided.

This is combined with better research

into the positive influence that open
space can have on not only our physical
health but also on our mental health and
wellbeing. We are being encouraged to
exercise more and be outdoors in the fresh
air and natural sunlight to balance our
indoor lifestyles and increasing reliance
on electronic devices. With increased
urban densities, more people are living in
apartments and alone. Public open space
provides a great opportunity to socialise
and meet informally outdoors. This also
applies to workers in high density settings
where it is important they have access to
open space as a break from work during
the day. Public open space also provides
space for large trees, keeps our city cooler
and provides habitat for native flora and
fauna.

City of Yarra Open Space Strategy 2020 3
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Yarra's existing open space

Covering an area of approximately Edinburgh Gardens is the most popular
20 square kilometres, 13.5 per open space in the City and was set out
cent of the total area of the City o as an integral part of Fitzroy North.
is public open space, including N\ e e s - 1 N With major exotic remnant plantings
areas of significant biodiversity ..\ 7=~ ; N | e . ' e from the mid 1800s, these gardens
and bushland. Core to the open ; 4 have a unique blend of sporting and
space system, character and sense - ARLTON informal recreation facilities appealing
of place is the Yarra River. While this wi gl to the different sport and recreation
has been modified, the river including needs of our diverse community.
the confluence with the Merri Creek Darling Gardens and Curtain Square are
today provides a tangible connection two other signature historical gardens
to the Wurrundjeri people’s cultural in the northern part of Yarra, both with
and spiritual connection to the land. characteristic mature trees and facilities
that encourage walking, dog walking, play,
picnics and relaxing outdoors. Central to the

A linked system of open space along the Yarra
River extends upstream along the tributaries civic heart of Richmond is Citizens Park, where
of Merri Creek and Darebin Creek. Yarra Bend 1L [ s the central grassed oval is used extensively for
Park is the largest natural bushland within five = T == 3 _ DRAWING KEY both structured sport and informal uses. Barkly
kilometres of the Melbourne Central Business ' I §-] ” G IACuin I OPENGPACE PPRT) Garden combined with Alan Bain Reserve

District. Managed by Parks Victoria, this VEToRE Py — v O s o contributes to the historical character and
parkland spans both sides of the Yarra River T 1 resTRcTEnoPren smece ez greening of South Richmond.
and has a significant range of sporting facilities EXSTING OPEN SPACE

R [Not vy o PELE o CILT) . .
- Complementing these major areas of open

B FUTLRE DPEN ERACE . .
space is a network of smaller Neighbourhood
and Local open space reserves that are highly
EOETING PPRT TONED LAND . . .
{hiok cpmn upeca] valued and well used in the high density
precincts through Fitzroy, Collingwood,
Cremorne and Central Richmond.

and habitat for native flora and fauna. i
ADJCINSG OFEN EPACE
This is complemented by Council's extensive network of open
space reserves along the Yarra River and Merri Creek. They
include a diverse range of informal and structured sporting
facilities including the athletics facility at George Knott Reserve,
the sports fields at Ramsden Street Reserve, Quarry Park, Kevin
Bartlett Reserve and Burnley Park along with the Burnley
Public Golf Course. The main Yarra Trail crosses the river a few
times as it weaves its way north and connects to both the

Merri Creek Trail and the Darebin Creek Trail.

As urban densities increase in the future this
Strategy has identified opportunities to increase
the local open space network to support and
sustainably meet the open space needs of the
existing and future community.

Y e
TP T

Diagram A Existing Open Space
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The open space framework

Overview

Each open space has a unique = bt B e o Cimm iy

role in the open space network

based on its location, size, use, AN
character and urban context. |
¥

In developing the Strategy, the

role, character and distribution of

each open space has been assessed
and mapped. This assessment forms
the basis of understanding the existing
network, assessing deficiencies in the
network and identiifying what needs to
change in the future.

Role

Regional open spaces are valued and
visited by a broader catchment of people
as well as the local community. Generally
these are easily accessible to people
from adjoining municipalities. Examples
include Yarra Bend Park and Collingwood
Children’s Farm.

City-wide open spaces are visited
primarily by the City of Yarra population,
providing facilities that include organised
sport and recreation activities. Examples
include Edinburgh Gardens and Citizens
Park.

Neighbourhood open spaces provide a
diverse range of facilities that encourage
people to spend time in and appeal to the
local neighbourhood. Examples include
Gahn Reserve and Curtain Square.

6 City of Yarra Open Space Strategy 2020

Small
Neighbourhood
are smaller than
Neighbourhood
open space with
some diversity of
facilities for the
local community
within a 300m
catchment.

Examples include Smith

Reserve and Golden Square.

i B
L=
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T e et B B e B b,
[ ey
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BEOEE AN CROSRING
SIGHALIEED NTERSECTION

SUBURBFRECINCT BOUNDARY
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- vabiamn Brema gl Decondey 3288,
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i

Diagram B Gap Analysis
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MEGHBCURHDOD CFEN 5PACE
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SRLCE
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FUTURE REQIONAL OFEN SPACE

] PUTUR LDCAL ORI SPACT

Local and Small Local open spaces
complement the larger reserves and
provide smaller more intimate spaces
within safe and easy walking distance
of the local community.

Distribution

Walking catchments to open space
A key objective in planning the open
space network is to provide open space
within easy walking distance for the
majority of the community. To assess this
a 500 metre walking catchment is applied
to the Regional and City-wide open spaces
while a 400 metre catchment is applied
to Neighbourhood open space. A 300
metre walkable catchment is applied to
Small Neighbourhood open space, and the
smaller 200 metre catchment for Local and
150 metre catchment for Small Local open
space as illustrated on Diagram B.

Gap areas

The gap areas are locations where the
community lack easy walkable access to
any open space. Additional open space

is required to address the gaps in the
provision and diversity of open space with
priorities given to gap areas where urban
densities are forecast to increase. These
mainly occur south of Alexandra Parade.



What will change?

Character and function

The larger established parks, gardens
and reserves across the municipality
have a range of characters and purposes.
These vary from historical gardens with

a predominantly European character to
the primarily Australian native character
of Yarra Bend Park to the smaller local
parks for informal use. Sporting reserves
provide space for organised sporting use
through to informal play and places of
contemplation. A range of character types
describe the variety of open spaces in

the municipality and the Strategy aims to
provide a diversity of character types in
each precinct where feasible.

Forecast population growth

Fast facts

Population change
f = 20,000

Residents: .

= 2016 (93,353) ’*‘wﬂ\lﬂ”‘.

e 2031 (131,864) 'i\'l"ﬁ\'ﬂ' Ii\’ﬂllj
Workers:

- 2016 (83,000) 'ﬁi(r m#
- 2031 (121,805) Iﬁ/r m# mﬁ

Open space relative to the population

Open space per resident:

e 2016: 30 sgm per resident Q

e 2031: 20 sqm per resident O

Open space per person (resident
and workers)

e 2016: 15 sqm per resident Q

e 2031: 10 sgm per resident Q

sgm = square metres

Summary of population growth

The forecast development over the next
15 years is significant with a 40 per cent
increase in the resident population and
a 47 per cent increase in the worker

population. This means there will be more
people visiting and using open space,
thereby increasing demand on the existing
space and facilities. The extent of forecast
growth changes across different parts

of the City. Less than 10 per cent growth
is forecast in Princes Hill-Carlton North,
compared to 106 percent in Cremorne-
Richmond South-Burnley and 214 per
cent in Fairfield-Alphington. The locations
for where forecast residential growth

will occur is based on the Yarra Housing
Strategy 2018 and the population
forecasts supplied to the project by .id
Consulting. The forecast employment
growth and change is based on the

Yarra Spatial Economic and Employment
Strategy 2018.

Increased urban densities

Less private open space

85 per cent of Yarra’s population live

in medium and high density dwellings
compared to 33 per cent in Greater
Melbourne. This means that residents have
less private open space available to them
which increases their reliance on public
open space. Typically this adds to the
amount of people using public open space
and increases the diversity of reasons why
they use it. For example, people may sit
outdoors in their own garden to enjoy the
ambience, however if they don't have one
they will use public open space for these

informal and incidental uses. When people
celebrate occasions with a large gathering
of family or friends traditionally this would
be in private back gardens but without
these they will celebrate them in the park.

Change in land use

Many of the areas in the City that are
forecast to change are the former industrial
and manufacturing areas. These areas

are being redeveloped to mixed use
precincts with a combination of residential,
commercial and business use. Historically,
the industrial areas did not have public
open space. With the proposed changes,
these areas are being redeveloped with
increased building heights and a change to
a predominantly office-based professional
workforce. The surveys undertaken for this
Strategy found that more than 80 per cent
of workers visit public open space during
the day. With increased numbers of people
working and living in the former industrial
precincts there is a need to provide new
areas of public open space.

Loss of winter sunlight access to open
space

With the forecast increase in the presence
of taller buildings means there is greater
potential for overshadowing of public open
space, particularly during winter. Public
open space that is overshadowed in winter
is less inviting to use and more difficult to
maintain healthy vegetation.

City of Yarra Open Space Strategy 2020 7



Overall directions

Climate emergency

Extreme weather events

The climate emergency is predicted to
result in more extreme weather events.
Forecast extended dry periods combined
with more severe storms and intense
rainfall events and high winds will make
managing vegetation more difficult.

The Strategy plans ahead to address
these issues by promoting sustainable
water harvesting and passive irrigation.
Protecting the mature tree canopy cover
is a priority in open space due to the
numerous beneficial effects of trees on the
urban environment.

Mitigating urban heat island effect

Urban heat island effect is the build-up

of heat in urban areas. This build up is
exacerbated by an increase to urban
densities and building heights that trap
heat overnight, particularly during periods
of extended dry and heat. In planning
ahead for the future increase in urban
densities, provision of public open space
with natural features and retained urban
moisture will assist to offset the build-up of
urban heat. The retained moisture needs
to be sourced sustainably and the use of
large, broad spreading trees combined
with natural turf and garden beds wiill
create cooler spaces for people to use.

8 City of Yarra Open Space Strategy 2020

Improve the quality of
existing open spaces

There is potential to improve the quality of
selected existing open spaces in the City.
By quality we mean the type of facilities
and its overall condition, character and
management.

This includes undertaking improvements

including:

= Increasing the diversity of facilities to
appeal to everyone in the community
while maintaining a balance of natural
areas to relax and unwind. This includes
a greater diversity of age groups and
promotes and encourages everyone
to exercise, socialise and improve their
fitness and health.

= Improving the horticultural quality and
maintenance, for example open grassed
areas that remain useable all year
for informal use, improved care and
maintenance of mature canopy trees,

= ldentifying opportunities to create
multi-use spaces that are shared and
adaptable, minimising the provision of
single-use facilities. For example, natural
turf sports fields that can be used
for training and match play and also
available for dog off-leash exercise and
the other informal uses.

= Activate open spaces that are currently
underutilised.

= Strengthen the biodiversity and habitat
values of open space.

Provide open space
within easy walking
distance of everyone

As an established inner urban municipality,
the City of Yarra is experiencing significant
change and growth. The analysis of the
distribution of public open space has
identified there are areas of the City where
the community does not have any open
space within easy walking distance of
where they live or work. The Strategy
has identified and prioritised a series of
new open spaces, with priority given to
locations where higher levels of growth
is forecast to occur. The need for the
proposed additional open spaces is based
on a range of factors including:
= Areas where the existing open space is
experiencing high levels of use or over-

use. This includes providing new open
space to take the pressure off existing
spaces to meet everyone’s needs.

= Where there is a gap in the provision of
any open space.

= Medium and high density precincts
where the substantial change is forecast
and the new community will create a
need for additional open space.

= In medium and high density precincts
where the provision of well distributed
green public open space will assist to
mitigate urban heat island effect.

The location of the areas of proposed
additional open space is illustrated in
Diagram C. The precinct recommendations
provide more information about each
location.



Overall directions

Assist to mitigate urban
heat island effect

Where feasible, open space will be

well distributed through high density
precincts and contain natural features
such as large canopy trees and planted
surfaces which absorb moisture. This will
offset some impacts of increased urban
heat, which is exacerbated by higher
density development, particularly multi-
level buildings.

Future open spaces within high density
precincts will aim to be irrigated from
sustainable water sources, for example
stormwater harvesting and reuse.

The existing and future open spaces wiill
be large enough to sustainably grow
large broad spreading canopy trees that
are effective at evapotranspiration which
assists urban cooling.

Create adaptable open spaces that
allow sunlight and warmth during the
winter months and excellent shade and
cooling in the summer. The cool spaces
will provide comfortable, free outdoor
spaces for the community to retreat to
during periods of extended heat.

Improve community
health and wellbeing

Research confirms that a linked and

accessible open space network, which

people can easily walk to, improves

community health and wellbeing. The

community is more likely to visit open

space if it is nearby and this offers a range

of benefits including:

= Physical fitness by participating in
informal recreation activities including
walking, cycling, jogging, informal ball
sports and using fitness equipment.

= Physical fitness by participating in
organised sport.

= Places to exercise dogs on and off-leash.

= Social connectedness and sense of
belonging to the community by meeting
people in the nearby open space .
This can include meeting neighbours
informally in the open space or catching
up with family and friends.

= Children are more likely to visit and play
in open space independently of their
parents if it is located within 150 to 300
metres of where they live. This improves
their self-confidence and physical
development.

= Relax and unwind in green open space.
Research demonstrates that natural
features like trees, natural turf and
garden beds contributes to our ability to
relax.

Increase urban greening

Links between green space and health
have been recognised throughout history
and the driving force behind the urban
parks movement of the 19th Century.
More recently, green spaces in an urban
context has the potential to help address
social and environmental problems in a
preventative way. The United Nationals
Sustainable Development Goal 11.7 aims
to achieve the following: ‘By 2030, provide
universal access to safe, inclusive and
accessible green and public spaces, in
particular for women and children, older
persons and persons with disabilities.’
The Strategy aims to achieve this through:
= |dentify gap areas in which new public
open space is needed so that everyone
can easily reach open space.
= Include design guidelines that encourage
natural features in the design of existing

and new open space, particularly in
medium and high density precincts.
Include recommendations to achieving
good winter sunlight access to public
open space.

Includes design guidelines that promote
universal access, diversity and inclusion
in the design of upgrades to existing
open space and new open space.
Strengthen the natural biodiversity
values of open space including the use of
native and indigenous vegetation where
it is appropriate to the local context and
cultural heritage values.

Aims to irrigate open space using
sustainable water sources to support
natural turf, garden beds and mature
and new large, broad spreading canopy
trees for effective evapotranspiration,
shade and habitat purposes.

City of Yarra Open Space Strategy 2020 9



Overall directions

Proposed additional open space

Summary of population growth

This diagram illustrates the
distribution of the areas in which

the Strategy recommends additional
Neighbourhood, Small Neighbourhood,
Local and Small Local open spaces
across the City. This is to cater to the
forecast growth and also address
some existing deficiencies in the
provision and distribution of existing
open space.

These proposed new open spaces will
have a role in increasing the diversity
of local recreational and informal
facilities for the existing and forecast
community.

The additional open spaces shown
in Diagram C are indicative of the
general location and relative, not
actual size. The final location, size
and configuration of new open
space will be determined during the
implementation of the Strategy. It
will be influenced by factors such
as the rate of population growth
and development, land acquisition
opportunities, surrounding urban
context and available funds.

The precinct recommendations provide
more information on the intent and
purpose of each proposed additional
open space.

10 City of Yarra Open Space Strategy 2020

Diagram C Proposed areas for additional open space

Diagram key

NEIGHBOURHOOD OPEN SPACE
Indicative area in which a future open space
is proposed, minimum size 1 hectare with a
400m walking catchment

O SMALL NEIGHBOURHOOD OPEN SPACE
Indicative area in which a future open space
is proposed, minimum 0.5 to 0.99 hectares in
size with a 300m walking catchment

Q LOCAL OPEN SPACE
Indicative area in which a future open space
is proposed, minimum 0.26 to 0.49 hectares
in size with a 200m walking catchment

@® SMALL LOCAL OPEN SPACE
Indicative area in which a future open space
is proposed, minimum 0.03 to 0.25 hectares
in size with a 150m walking catchment

* REPURPOSE RESTRICTED OPEN SPACE
Investigate options to repurpose to increase
the diversity of golfing and other sporting
uses at the site

#% FUTURE OPPORTUNITY

.2 Proposed new Neighbourhood open space
subject to development timing. Minimum
1 hectare in size with a 400m walking
catchment.

S FUTURE REGIONAL OPEN SPACE
Area included in an existing Public Acquisition
Overlay in the Yarra Planning Scheme



Precincts

Overview

The open space needs assessment has
been undertaken on a precinct basis to
take account of the changes in the existing
situation and forecast future change
across each of them. The precincts are
broadly based on the suburbs with some
combined and are consistent with those
shown in the City of Yarra Community
Profile and on the Diagram D Precinct
locations map on this page. They are
assembled in alphabetical order.

Forecast future growth

Throughout each of the precincts, the forecast growth

is based on the following:

= Residential forecasts, prepared by .id the population

experts, August 2018 and accessed 10 September
2017.

= Yarra Housing Strategy, adopted 4 September 2018.
= Yarra Spatial Economic and Employment Strategy,

adopted 4 September 2018.

The open space needs assessment and directions are
based on these forecasts. The Strategic Housing Framework
Plan shown in Diagram D is from the Yarra Housing Strategy.

Additional open space

The additional open spaces are shown symbolically on the precinct
plans. the final location, size and configuration of new open space
will be determined during the Strategy implementation and will be
influenced by such factors as population growth, land acquisition
opportunities, surrounding land use, urban layout and community

feedback.

DRAWING HEY

B LA CHARGE RREAS
MCREMENTAL CHANGE AREAZ
MODERATE CHANGE AREA
I CHANGE AAEAR
BOCIAL MOUSNG
Wi RES0EM 11, AHEAS
ENITING OPEN SPACE

— LT BOUNDARIER

CENTRAL RICHMOND

Diagram D Strategic Housing Framework Plan and Precinct location map

Existing open spaces

Some of the existing open spaces are

recommended for upgrade as shown on

the precinct diagrams. the open spaces

not recommended for upgrade will
continue to maintained with minor

improvements where required

maintain their quality and facilities in

working order.

Existing master plans

Masterplans are in place for some of the
major open spaces in Yarra and there is

a progressive program of implementation
works and scheduled reviews arising from
these plans. When the masterplans are
reviewed, the overall directions in this
Strategy will be taken into consideration
and inform updated masterplans in the
future.

Structure plans

Structure plans provide a clear framework
for managing the future growth and
change in the major activity centres in
Yarra. Where structure plans were final
and in place these are reflected in the
precinct recommendations. The open
space component of future structure
plans will be informed by this Open Space
Strategy.

City of Yarra Open Space Strategy 2020 11



Abbotsford

Fast facts

Quantity of open space

7.5%
7.5% of the total

precinct area is
open space

13.39 ha of Bl
open space

Forecast in population change
T=2500

Abbotsford

Residents: . o
e 2016 (8,849) ’ﬂ\w
o O

"

e 2031 (12,671) ,i\
Workers: o, o, 0, o, ©
e 2016 (12,057) M{rw(rm
e 2031 (15,972) Iii(i) ﬁ{t'it@'i
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Precinct summary

Provision and distribution

Victoria Park, Gahan Reserve and the
system of open space along the Yarra
River including Collingwood Childrens
Farm and Dights Falls significantly
contribute to the open space character

of Abbotsford. North of Gipps Street,
open space is well distributed in the
precinct, however south of Gipps Street
there is a lack of open space combined
with a forecast substantial increase in
the resident and worker population. Key
recommendations include to continue to
investigate securing a linear open space
reserve along the Yarra River between
Clarke Street Reserve and Walmer

Street Bridge; and the provision of a new
Neighbourhood Park in the long term in
the southern part of the precinct where
larger land parcels provide the potential for
future provision of open space. Combined
with this is the recommendation to provide
two new Small Local open spaces for the
existing and forecast community in the
south west part of Abbotsford.

Quality and design

There is potential to improve the diversity
of facilities and character in selected
Local and Small Local open spaces in
Abbotsford north of Gipps Street. The new
Victoria Park Masterplan will improve the
structured and unstructured sport and
recreation use. The open space designs
will also focus on improved greening,
particularly in the higher density areas

to contribute positively to mitigating
urban heat island effect. If the CUB site
redevelops, the future Neighbourhood
open space will focus on providing
unstructured recreation facilities for the
forecast community.
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Carlton North - Princes Hill

Minor upgrade including
reviaw of the path netwaork
and upgrade of unstructured
rocroation facilities.

Quantity of open space Provision and distribution - - PARK STREET RESERVE

Fast facts Precinct summary

Minor upgrades inchuding
raview of kghting.

A The east-west linear open space provides \
4.4% of the total excellent off-road shared trail connectivity _
precinct area is to open space outside the precinct. : ) e
open space . _,_..“Eﬂ"l Mot - ol o
pensp Curtain Square and Hardy Gallagher m;’:’;‘mﬂﬂ ,\ —— i g:ﬂh:;;tumm
Reserve provide neighbourhood level thtﬂ"::‘ﬂ; : Y |
R . Protec - —— I
facilities for each sub-precinct and are mature trees. "] =y g Cantinua io protact
6.23 ha of B e 2, and manage mature
open space supplemented by some Local and Small ’ i ,//;7/ B troos in Canning
. i Street Median
Local open spaces. The one gap in the |
open space network is proposed to L 3
F ti lation ch be addressed with th ision of e : ppmieigdon
Forecast in population change e addressed wi e provision of an iy Lol oilen pegs 1o
f=2,500 additional Small Local open space. / : address the existing
P P Princes Hill .'4 gap area and mest
Precinct Jlrecan Creicethe noods of the
C i i lit d desi — existing population,
arlton North / Princes Hill Quality and design %
. . Minor upgrade to include
Residents: e e e There is potential to undertake some comfortabile seating.
minor improvemen h lity of
- 2016 (9,010) Iﬂ\wl*\ll or improvements to the quality o N——
o o o ¢ facilities in the existing open space including an upgradse
- 20318843  FPP network. t6 the playground
Workers: Diagram Key
e 2016 No data available % Suli-precinc for rew e Mgl f Low priceity Evinding PPRZ onasd
- # Sl Local opn snacs D S wand (Mol Opon spssed Minor upgrade ta
e 2031 No data available . ::T'”';::::::__ E :;I:::JTF SO s Adjpining coen space s 'mmm;;m trees,
— ) B IF e et vpeasw oy ook Btrwel &
0‘ :::':r,:::.::u-,:i. Exitting opsn tpacs T:‘:_PNT:'I'#TH'E“M_”- mnened ® Reisrme F

(Mt PPRT of PCETY

— Yory high / High prionty
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Central Richmond

Fast facts

Quantity of open space

12%
12% of the total

precinct area is
open space

23.46 ha of BRI

open space

Forecast in population change
f=2500

Central Richmond
Residents:

- 2016 (13,888)

=e <o
== =5
=5 =3
==. ==
=e =)o

=i —=-
=)o

- 2031 (17,269)

Workers:

- 2016 (10,140) mmih{#
- 2031(13,176) Iﬁ(r ﬁ{i Itd

Precinct summary

Provision and distribution

Burnley Park, the Circus Site and the
system of open space along the Yarra
River contribute significantly to the open
space character of Central Richmond,
however these are all located in the east
of the precinct. More than 6,000 additional
people are forecast to be living and
working in the precinct, particularly to

the western end of the precinct by 2031.
There is a need to provide new Local and
Small Local open spaces to cater primarily
to the forecast population and better
meet the open space needs of the existing
population. The new open space will
assist to diversify the active unstructured
recreational activities in the west and
assist to mitigate urban heat, provide
increased urban greening and open space
within a safe and easy walk of residents
and workers as urban densities continue
to increase in the future.

Quality and design

There is potential to diversify the
recreational facilities in the western part
of Central Richmond. The additional

open space can be designed to provide a
diversity of facilities for the existing and
future population and contribute positively
to mitigating urban heat island effect.

City of Yarra Open Space Strategy 2020
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Central Richmond

Diag

s

16

—— How Local open space to
address the existing gap area
and provide a now opan space Mirssr Upgrads to cater —— Mew Small Local open space
large enough to inchude a to the forecast incroased to address the gap area for
diversity of facilities, levels of use, both the existing and forecast
community in the Bridge
Central Richmond A Hoad Activity Centre,
' < Central Richmond B

Central Richmond C
Precinct

Prepare and implement an updated

B Masterplan (o expand the facilities to
cater to forecast increased rosidant
and amployment commaunity and
Incorporate recommendations from
thir Hiritage Contenation
Managomant Plan,

d YARRA RIVER TRAIL
' IBmIp- Rid to Swan St

Continue Lo improve

the natural biodiversity
valises and linear path,

=T
| By Sl e

I'Bmm r-"f‘-"

GARDENS

L Investigate expanding the size Reserva m" g BURN GOLF
and undertake a major upgrade SOUARE P.NRK'D COURSI
to imprave urban gresning.
Investigate options to expand in New Small Local open space to
this konger term o accormmodate addrass the gap area for the Minor upgrade to appropriately
increased levels of use from existing and forecast community protect and interpret cultural
lorecast growth. in the Swan Strect aroa haritagn and natural values,
ram Mey
Sub-puecinet for rarwy & Mincr apgrads bo m— ey legh [ Migh pricnty Exnlirig open wpace T Enmling reslicted
Sradl Local opsn tpace wlaling o Apace (PPRIY opan spaco (PPRIY
—— Mt / Low pricetty bl I e oo nppoce shows. mol @
Gk S Maj rade to 3 Exzt v [—— T
i mﬂm “:H' e} l-:ulﬁn:p:;n\ SPaCE —— Ogen ipACY Diecnciy qm";n“;: ;-_“;5. AN o) Fpadl o 6 ”':C::T- -u::-q -
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Clifton Hill

Fast facts

Quantity of open space

24.6% of the total

precinct area is
open space

41.18 ha of
open space

24.6%

Forecast in population change

T =2,500

Clifton Hill
Residents:

- 2016 (6,792)
e 2031 (7,432)
Workers:

e 2016 (921)

- 2031 (1,266)

=53 =3
== =2
=5 =

Precinct summary

Provision and distribution

Clifton Hill is well provided for with
open space, with only one small gap
area between Hoddle Street and the
railway. Additional open space may
only be required if the population in non
residential areas were to substantially
increase in the future.

Quality and design

There is a need to improve the diversity
of facilities that appeal to a range of age
groups, particularly the older age groups
who are forecast to increase over the
planning period. Additionally, the open
space designs need to encourage social
activity in open space with the forecast
increase in lone person households.

In the shoart term, malntabn. in the
longer term, review the design to
identily opportunities to improve
facilities and character that will

increase levels of use of the reserve.

Continue (o implement the ——

Masterplan with a priosity

to protect the mature trees.

Precinct

DHagram Koy

L]

o

Minar upgisds o
FEING DEeN TRMCT

Haior upgeade tD
eGS0 Brw

‘Wery high / High pricsity

= Medium / Low pricmty

— OGN fROCE DReCOCLE

Continue to improve
Blodivarsity valuss
along Merr Creeh.

MERR| CREEK SHARED TRAIL
[Ratlway to Heldelberg Rd)

Minor upgrade to
include additional
soating and improve
the nature conservation
values.

Minor upgrade
to improve
urbhan greaning,
access and
seating arcas.

Minor upgrade to
Improva tha visikdity,
auality and condition
of the playground
and picnic area to
Improve passive
survaillance and o,

MERRI CREEK SHARED TRAIL
[Heldelberg Rd to Eastern Fwy)

TEASTERN ] FWY

Clifton Hill B
Precinet

Extsting opon space Adjning ope spacy

(Mot PPRT of PCRI) =
ki IF e opsen Srbca o not
Esnting PRRL zoned B o ApaTific Achion, B ke

Existing opsn spada |ana (Mot Bpen space]

B il e L el e

8 (PPRT)
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Collingwood

Fast facts

Quantity of open space

0.3%
0.3% of the total
precinct area is
open space

0.34 ha of
open space

Forecast in population change
T=2500

Collingwood

Residents: .

- 2016 (9,141) Iﬂ"ﬂ'

- 2031 (14,347) ’i"ﬂ'

Mo
PR

- 2016 (14,810) m.r 'i‘/i‘ Ilm
- 2o esace KENETETENE
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Precinct summary

Provision and distribution

The majority of the Small Local open
spaces in Collingwood are experiencing
high levels of use. With the forecast
substantial population increase of
approximately 15,000 people by 2031,
there is a need to provide additional open
space in Collingwood, including new
Small Neighbourhood, Local and Small
Local open spaces. The recommendations
include expanding the size of selected
existing Small Local open spaces to
allow inclusion of a greater diversity of
facilities. The additional distributed open
spaces will also assist to mitigate urban
heat, provide increased urban greening
and open space within a safe and easy
walk of residents and workers as urban
densities continue to increase in the
future. This will positively contribute to
the health and wellbeing of residents and
workers. A priority for new open space

is to ensure it receives excellent winter
sunlight to address concerns expressed by

the community regarding the more recent
overshadowing of existing open space
as a result of the increased height of built
form in this precinct.

Quality and design

There is a need to increase and improve
the recreational quality and diversity of
facilities in the Small Local open spaces in
Collingwood. The additional open space
can be designed to provide a diversity

of facilities for the existing and future
population and contribute positively to
mitigating urban heat island effect.




Collingwood

Collingwood A Precinet

P Sowe
PDE — L_._

_ALEXANDRA

Investigate sxpanding the open space
sire to increase s capacity to provide
more facilities for the exisiting and

Investigate expanding Alexander
forecast community, g4t -]

Strect Reserve to improve access
or identify alternative location in

Mew Small Local open space to sddress —— the Aty praciact.
the gap in open space provision forthe | |
exlsting and foracast community. i
Park
T How Small Nelghbourhood opon
ol spaca in the longer term for the

Mew Small Local open spaco to
address the gap and increased urban
densities in the other street anea.

forecast community through to 2041,

cullmmd € Precinct

Mew Local open space In the vicinity : - . { gad 1

of Stanloy Stroet and the former _a gk e g R : Cost R
Victoria Police Headquarters to / ' o
address the gap In open space sratppe d
provision primarily for the frmpy
forecast community. S

Imvestigate opportunities
to incroase the size and
upgrade to caber to forecast

population growth. % |4

Idontify opportunities to increase
size and sunlight acoess of this

Small Local opon space,

MNew Local open space o address the
gap in the open space provision primarily
Tor the forecast employmont community,

Diagram Key

v

Sub-precnct Tor new
Srnall Local open space

¢ Buib-precanct Tor e
¥¥  Locsl open sDate

Sush-PRenet Tl Raw
Srmall Mesghioasticod
DO ADALE

Mincr upgrade 1o
oxivking open spaca

Major upgrade to
existing open tpace

Wery high / High preonity
Machium / Low prewty
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Cremorne, Richmond South and Burnley

Fast facts

Quantity of open space

19.3% of the total 19.3%
precinct area is

open space

44.98 ha of EEENEI
open space

Forecast in population change
=2500

Cremorne, Richmond South and
Burnley

Residents: o

= 2016 (4,622) 'i\'ﬂ'
- 2031 (9,539) ’i"ﬁ'li\'il

omoaaron RRTRRR
- 2o ssos) FFRFEFAFIR]
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Precinct summary

Provision and distribution

Barkly Gardens and the system of open
space along the Yarra River contribute to
the open space character of this precinct.
With the forecast substantial increase

in the resident and worker population in
Cremorne, and lack of open space west of
Church Street, a key recommendation is to
provide new Small Neighbourhood, Local
and Small Local open space reserves in
Cremorne to cater to the nearly 10,000
additional workers and residents. With
the forecast significant increase in urban
densities along Swan Street and across
the southern part of the Municipality,
there is also a longer term opportunity

to introduce more diverse golfing options
and other sporting uses at Burnley Public
Golf Course. Strengthening the natural
biodiversity values along the Yarra River
corridor will contribute to the character
and resilience of Richmond South and
Burnley.

Quality and design

There is potential to improve the quality
and diversity of facilities in the existing
open spaces in this precinct. The
additional open space in Cremorne will be
designed to provide a diversity of facilities
for the existing and future population and
contribute positively to mitigating urban
heat island effect.




Cremorne, Richmond South and Burnley

Hew Small Neighbourhoed ————

open space in the vicinity
of the TAFE site.

Miner upgrado 1o oats ——
and planting.

How Small Local open

{Raibway to Punt Rd)

Haow Small Local open
space in the High Change ¥
area shown in the YHS.

Now Small Local open space
for the forecast growth.

Minor upgrade to improve play —
and plenle incilithes.
Dlagram Key

4 S ot v
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o Ll
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wiul e OEHHN SR
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facilithes and saating,
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of ferecast additional residents, terrm. in the longer term,
Mow Small Local —— Minos upgrade to expand providing a divorsity of sporting options
open spaca in the Tacilities to cater to the forcast at the site to caler to the forecast
wicinity of Swan St aclditionnl resident mnd Increasod residents and workers in the
and East Richmend empleyment community, Richmand,/Collingwood,/Abbatsford,’

Stathon, Fitzroy precincts.

DOCK TARRA RIVER TRAIL

arrley (Raftway fo Layols Grj
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Imiprove biediversity values and Precinet
maintain shared trall access,

YARRA RIVER TRAIL
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GOMD PARK
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Upgrade sporting facilities to cater for a broader

support Parks Victoria Victoria to Improve access to Herring and more inclusive participation base including
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shared trail, biodiversity values. and improve informal facilities and use,
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— ary high / High pricity I UPPRI) ASoiPuhg Gen AR m-";"nm:rr;:;l::;ﬁml @
1o combreas 10 o s

= Mdium |/ Low provity | E:lmumm;
S (rot PREZ o 1]

City of Yarra Open Space Strategy 2020 21



Fairfield - Alphington

Fast facts

Quantity of open space

28% of the total 28%
precinct area is
open space

96.92 ha of BEEEER
open space EEEEE

Forecast in population change
T =2,500

Fairfield / Alphington
Residents: .

- 2016 (2,894) ’ﬂ‘

= 2031 (9,099) I&'i”i\li

Precinct summary

Provision and distribution

Open space is well provided for and
significantly contributes to the landscape
character of these areas. With the
significant levels of forecast growth in
Alphington one new Small Local and
three new Local open spaces are to be
provided on the Alphington Paper Mills
Development site as part of the approved
Development Plan. In Fairfield, secure

a formal public pedestrian path link
between Coate Park and Rudder Grange
along the Yarra River.

Quality and design

There is potential to expand the play and
picnic facilities in Alphington Park to cater
to the substantial increase in population,
combined with ongoing upgrades to

and implementation of the Fairfield Park
Masterplan. The new open space designs
are recommended to be reviewed in the
context of ensuring there are facilities
that provide for some active unstructured
recreation and that they include greening
and passive cooling given the high urban
densities so they also contribute to
mitigating urban heat island effect.

Workers:
e 2016 No data available
e 2031 No data available
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Fairfield - Alphington

GUARRIES,
PARK

— Continue to participate in future Major upgrade to the play and
planning and design for Yarra Bend picnic faciities to primarily !
Park with Parks Victoria This includes cater to the forecas! population,
the provision of additional structured 5

The Alphington Paper Mills
Dovelopmaont Plan 2016 guides

the provision and design of 4 new
Local open spaces on the site,

sporting facilities, where feasible,
primarily to cator ta the sporting
nowds of the forecast population,

Cantinse to implement the
mastorplan including major
upgrades to the playground

Yarra Rbtt

 —

EASTERN

kot saeis Alphington Precint
rassed area to cater
to incroased use with Continue to advocate for ongoing

the forecast protoction of part of the wetiand
population, on private land.

—— Investigate options to
secure public access
batween Coate Park
and Rudder Grange a5
part of future upgrades.

Minor upgrade St SN SRALE

Inchuding a bridge

and path betwesn ) Malor upgrade to

Coate Park and R P Rt
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Continue to advocate to Parks
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Fitzroy

Fast facts

Quantity of open space

1.6%
1.6% of the total
precinct area is
open space

2.27 ha of |
open space

Forecast in population change
=2500

Fitzroy
Residents:

- 2016 (11,465)

=so =go
==je =lje

¥
§

==. =5

- 2031 (15,798)

"
P

oo KERERER
- 2o s FEEFEFAFHE

24 City of Yarra Open Space Strategy 2020

Precinct summary

Provision and distribution

Atherton Reserve is the largest open
space in Fitzroy and will continue to be
improved by strengthening its role for
informal ball and sports and large open
space. It will be complemented by a major
upgrade to Condell Street Reserve to
create a community park with updated
and expanded play and picnic facilities
along with improvements to the trees,
and garden beds and grassed areas.
Combined with Whitlam Place which

has a distinctly different character, it will
create a quality hub of open space around
the civic heart of the Fitzroy Library and
Town Hall. A series of new open spaces
are proposed to address existing gaps in
the open space network and to meet the
significant forecast population growth,
along with the expansion to selected
existing Small Local open space. Given
the framework of the existing open space
and the fine grain of development a series

of new Small Local open spaces are
proposed so that the existing and forecast
community live and work within a safe
and easy walk of green open space.

Quality and design

There is potential to improve the
recreational quality and diversity of
facilities in the existing and proposed
open space network. Given the urban
densities, increasing the quality of these
green spaces including maximising
moisture absorbing surfaces will assist
to mitigate urban heat island effect the
future. The additional open spaces will
be designed to complement the existing
network that combined will provide a
diversity of facilities for the existing and
future population.




Fitzroy

Sarras Cat
Ty, T
gt WO
ey

Mew Small Local open
space primarily for the
lorocast future resident
and worker community.

Investigato option to expand
the size within the existing

road resarva.
Fitzray B Precinct

Investigate options to
expand the size of
this resarve

Mew Local open spaco

batwoon Hanovar and
Gartrude Stroets for the
existing and forecast
commamity.

VJCT'DRTA POE

Minor upgrade to expand
facilities and improve interface
to Alexandra Parace.

Fitzroy C Precinct

Now Small Local open space
in this Moderate and High
Change area bo cater to the
forecast community.

Investigate options to expand
the size of this reserve,

Major upgrade to expand social
and play facilities to complamant
Atharton Reserde,

Minor upgrade with seats
and brees,

Minor upgrade to nclude additional
unstructured recreation facilities to

axpand its capacity.

Fitzroy D Precinct

Mew Small Local open space
primarily for the forecast community,
Improve east-wost access via the
local street network in conskdering
future locations.

Diagram Koy
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Fitzroy North

Fast facts

Quantity of open space

12.8%
12.8% of the total
precinct area is
open space
29.56 ha of HEBR
open space

Forecast in population change
T=2500

Fitzroy North
Residents:

- 2016 (12,357)

=e =)o
== =5

¥
§

==. =5

l

- 2031 (15,112)

Workers:
e 2016 No data available
e 2031 No data available
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Precinct summary

Provision and distribution

With Edinburgh Gardens, Merri Creek
and the Inner Circle Railway Linear
Parklands Fitzroy North has a diverse
and connected open space network. The
network will be strengthened with the
addition of one Small Local open space
so that the community living and working
in Fitzroy North B can easily walk to
open space nearby in the future without
crossing major roads. For Fitzroy North

C and D, Edwards Place Reserve near
Edinburgh Gardens is recommended to
be expanded in size so that the local
community can use it when the gardens
are busy given they are the most popular
open space in the City. The 2031-2041
resident forecasts indicate a substantial
further increase in the resident population
and additional public open space will be
required to meet the open space needs of
the additional population when the time
comes.

Quality and design

There is potential to improve the
recreational quality and diversity of
facilities in the Small Local open spaces
in Fitzroy North so that they appeal to
the broader community including all age
groups. Upgrades to these, combined with
the new and expanded areas of open
space will aim to cater to the local open
space needs as suitable alternatives to
Edinburgh Gardens, given the high levels
of use and activity at the Gardens.




Fitzroy North

Major upgrade required to expand —
size and improve playground and
plenic facliities,

Major upgrade to review the =
scale and location of play and
Inclusion of a picnic, seating Sl
and larger opon grassed area, iy

JANET MILLMAN RESERVE
{Inmer Circle Radlway

Linear Parklands)

Minor upgrade required ta
improve seating and picnic
facilitios.

Major upgrade including
irrigating open grassed
arsa and unstructured
recreation facilities,

Continue to implemant CHMP -
and undertake updated 1
mastorplan to increase the
capacity of the social and
unstructured recreational
facilitios to cator to the
fofecast incraased
populathon,

Mictoman
Steet Ik
Mew Small Lecal open
space to cater for both

the axisting and

Invastigate options to
Improve shared trall and
walking path alignments.

MERR1 CREEK SHARED TRAIL
(Upstream 5t George Road)

i Minor upgrade to improve
j UM REENT  access and quality of the
Strest Reservy  Soating/viewing arca.

Garden

Identify opportunities to expand the size
and function of this open space for the
local community Lo use &3 an allernative
dug to the forecast in increased levels of
use of Edinburgh Gardons.

ALL RESERVE

Minor upgrade
including seating,
drinking fountain
il and planting,
ra'é-g- LSON
RESERVE

Schedule 18 to Clause 43.04
Development Plan Overlay
roquires a minimum of 8% aof
tho Formar Fitzroy Gasworks
site be provided as public
SPER ApacE.

Diagram Key
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North Richmond

Fast facts

Quantity of open space

3.0%
3% of the total
precinct area is
open space

5.81 ha of [ |
open space

Forecast in population change
=2500

Abbotsford
Residents:

- 2016 (14,335)

0 =Do
== =5

(]
4
- 2031 (21,754) T

Workers: o
e 2016 (13,179) M

FATATAE

PRIT
LU

- 2031 (17,444)
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Precinct summary

Provision and distribution

Citizens Park and the system of open
space along the Yarra River contribute
significantly to the open space character
of North Richmond. With the forecast
substantial increase in the resident and
worker population in North Richmond.
Key recommendations include to provide
a new Neighbourhood open space on
the DHHS land between Punt Road

and Church Street. This will primarily
cater to the forecast population and
better meet the open space needs of the
existing community. With substantial
change forecast east of Burnley Street,

a new Small Neighbourhood open space
is proposed towards the southern part
of North Richmond C. This will cater to
the forecast growth associated with the
eastern end of the Bridge Road Activity
Centre and for the forecast change within
the sub-precinct as a whole. An additional
Small Local open space is proposed in

the vicinity of Doonside Street to address
the recent and forecast change to high
density development in this area.

Quality and design

There is potential to improve the
recreational quality and diversity of
facilities in the existing Local and Small
Local open spaces in North Richmond.
The additional open space can be
designed to provide a diversity of facilities
for the existing and future population and
contribute positively to mitigating urban
heat island effect.
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Implementation

Overview

The projects in this Strategy will be
implemented over a 15 year timeframe.
The planning for the proposed new

public open spaces will occur early in

the timeframe to ensure opportunities

are sought to achieve these through the
planning process. These projects will

be achieved through a combination of
securing land area on large redevelopment
sites, conversion of government owned
land and land acquisition where required.
Upgrades to existing open space will be
achieved through the capital works budget
process.
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Responsibilites

The Open Space Planning Team at the City

of Yarra will take the lead implementation

role. Successful implementation will

require coordination with the following

areas of Council

- Open space capital works team to
design and deliver improvements to
existing and new open space.

- Strategic and statutory planning to
ensure the Yarra Planning Scheme and
other strategic documents are consistent
with this Strategy

- Strategic planning to integrate open
space provision in future structure plans.

- Financial services regarding appropriate
allocation of public open space
contributions to the open space project
budgets in accordance with this
Strategy.

- Recreation and leisure to determine
the appropriate sport and recreation
facilities.

- Traffic and civil engineering to improve
pedestrian and bicycle links via the road
network.

- Urban design to prepare Urban Design
Frameworks for activity centres.
- Open space maintenance team and

Local laws regarding the ongoing
management and maintenance.

Funding

Funding the land acquisition and capital
works required for the projects identified
in this Strategy will be sourced from a
combination of:

- Council revenue.

- External grants from other State and
Federal government agencies.

- The open space contribution rate will
be updated in Clause 53.01 of the Yarra
Planning Scheme to change from 4.5
per cent to a rate that will be in the
order of 10 per cent. These contributions
will be required as a land and/or cash
contribution at Council’s discretion.

Next steps

- Implement the updated open space
contribution rate/s in the planning
scheme.

- Undertake detailed investigations into
the provision of additional open spaces
identified in the Strategy.

- Continue to implement Masterplans for
major parks.

- Plan for and upgrade existing open
spaces identified in the precinct
recommendations.
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