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Yarra
Playgroups

What’s On

Have Your Say

Happy 2019, we hope it’s off to
a good start for your playgroup

Great local events for families
with children coming up soon

Help us keep childcare fair

Thanks to everyone who responded
to our survey at the end of 2018.
Here’s what we discovered:

MESSY PLAY DAY

There were 110 playgroups in Yarra
in 2018, attended by around 893
adults and 1,015 children.

The policy applies to various types
of childcare, including long day
care, occasional care, casual care,
and out of school hours care, as
well as 4-year-old kindergarten.

Community playgroups are run by the
parents and carers attending them.
There were 81 community playgroups
in Maternal and Child Health Centres
and community hubs in 2018. Many
of the groups transitioned from First
Time Parent Groups.

Examples of children offered priority
under the policy include children at
risk of abuse or neglect, children
with disability, asylum seeker or
refugee children, children living in
Yarra and children with siblings
already enrolled in a service.

Unique community playgroups in
2018 included groups for families with
children with a disability or chronic
illness, Bush Playgroups, Rainbow
Playgroups, Multiples Playgroup,
Dads of Yarra and playgroups for
families speaking French, Spanish,
Vietnamese and Czech and Slovak.

HARMONY DAY

Supported playgroups are facilitated
by staff from a range of
organisations. There were 29
supported playgroups in
Neighbourhood Houses, Primary
Schools, Kindergartens, Church
Halls, and Maternal and Child Health
Centres and Community Health
Centres.

HARMONY DAY IN
COLLINGWOOD

Feedback
We welcome feedback at any
time. You can contact us at
playgroups@yarracity.vic.gov.au or
complete a reply paid feedback
form at the centre where your
playgroup is held.

We are updating our Priority of
Access Policy, which helps ensure
our early childhood places are
offered to families with the greatest
need.

Take our 3-minute survey before
Wednesday 20 March 2019 to help
us keep childcare fair in Yarra.
Visit Your Say Yarra to view the full
proposed policy, the proposed order
of priority, and a summary of
changes from the previous version
of the policy.

WHERE: Harmsworth Park
WHEN: Thursday 21 March
3pm to 5pm
Storytelling, henna painting,
drumming, art activities and more
More information: 9205 5493

NATURE PLAY EVENT
WHERE: Merri Park, Corner of
Sutch and Winifred
Streets, Northcote
WHEN:
Wednesday 17 April
10:00am to 11:30am
BYO Food, water and clothing for all
weather and enjoy playing in nature
with other families.

For further information, contact
Yarra Council’s Family, Youth and
Children’s Services at
info@yarracity.vic.gov.au or on
9205 5555
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More casual
and
occasional
care

We’re excited to be offering
new and expanded casual
and occasional care services
for local families in 2019 as
part of a new trial.
Running until June, the trial
aims to provide a better
service for children, more
flexibility for families and
greater value to the
community.

CASUAL CARE
Four childcare centres are
running new, 5-hour casual
care sessions from Monday
to Friday.


Gold Street Children’s
Centre in Collingwood



Keele Street Children’s
Centre in Collingwood



Yarraberg Children’s
Centre in Richmond



North Carlton Children’s
Centre in North Carlton

OCCASIONAL CARE

We’re also expanding our
occasional care service at
Connie Benn Early Learning
Centre – with earlier starts
and more four-hour sessions
available.


Monday to Friday:
8.30am to 12.30pm



Monday and Wednesday:
1pm to 5pm

Water Play
Ideas

Water play can be a cooling and
calming experience in warm
weather. It helps children develop
eye-hand coordination and maths
and science concepts. It also
enhances social skills and
encourages cooperation.

If a shorter session works for
you, we also offer 90-minute
occasional care at Richmond
Recreation Centre and Fitzroy
Pool.


Monday to Friday 9am to
10.30am



Monday to Friday
10.30am to12pm

To find out more information
about the trial and how to
enroll, visit our website.

Floating boats, pouring water into
containers, painting with water
and washing dolls are some of
the experiences you can provide
with water.
Freezing toy fish and penguins is
a great way to introduce
language such as freeze, melt,
liquid and solid, and discuss
different animal habitats.
Just remember to empty all
containers at the end of your
group.

