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RECENT COUNCIL PROSECUTIONS
The proprietors of two local food businesses have received hefty fines from the Melbourne
Magistrates Court for failing to keep their food preparation areas clean.

Case One
In July 2012, Pastry Art Design Pty Ltd
received a $10,000 fine and incurred
$1750 in court costs for 15 charges
brought against its bakery located at
280-282 Smith Street, Collingwood.
The charges related to poor cleaning,
inadequate pest control and failure to
comply with structural standards. The
company pleaded guilty to all of the
charges.
The director of the company Emmanuel
Ploumidis was ordered to pay a $7000 fine
and $1750 in court costs.
The case was heard before Magistrate
Jelena Popovic who in delivering her
finding said “the photos and summary
presented speak for themselves.
Notwithstanding business pressures, I
expect a higher standard.”

Case Two
Yi Yu, the proprietor of Yume Japanese
Restaurant and café located at 376
Brunswick Street, Fitzroy was fined
$4000 and ordered to pay court costs
of $4223.90 for failing to comply
with food safety regulations.
The proprietor was prosecuted after
Council’s CEO ordered the premises to
temporarily close under section 19(3) of
the Food Act. It is Yarra Council’s policy
to prosecute all premises that are ordered
to close under this section of the Act. The
proprietor was originally charged with 37
offences. Eight charges were withdrawn
and the remaining 29 were consolidated
into 15 charges to which the proprietor
pleaded guilty.

The premises attempted to open twice
after the closure order was issued but
due to outstanding issues the order was
upheld. The proprietor ended up walking
away from the business and another
restaurant opened up in its place.
The charges were heard before Deputy
Chief Magistrate Felicity Broughton. In
handing down her decision, Magistrate
Broughton expressed concern about the
state of the premises over a number of
inspections and was particularly concerned
about the rodent faeces found on the
preparation benches and surfaces. She
indicated it would have been better if the
proprietor had learnt from the earliest
order that was served. She said that
even though the defendant had difficult
personal circumstances, which included
substantial financial issues, there was no
excuse to not keep the premises clean.
The results from both cases will be
displayed on the Department of Health
Register of Convictions.

PEST BOMBS
The Melbourne Fire Brigade is warning
people who are planning to use pest
control bombs to follow the prescribed
safety precautions because the vapours
of the bomb can be highly flammable.
In particular, all electrical appliances
including lights and refrigerators should
be shut off and pilot lights and other
naked flames should be extinguished to
eliminate any source of ignition.

Welcome
Welcome to Food News – a quarterly
bulletin produced by Yarra City Council
to keep businesses informed about
current food safety news and health
requirements.
Information on food safety is
also provided on our website at
www.yarracity.vic.gov.au.
Would you like to receive a copy
of Food News and other business
information electronically? If so, please
email your details to:
info@yarracity.vic.gov.au

Contact Details
Public Health Unit
Yarra City Council
Richmond Town Hall
333 Bridge Road Richmond 3121
Tel: 9205 5166 Fax: 8417 6666
Website: www.yarracity.vic.gov.au
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COUNCIL INVESTIGATES
FOOD POISONING INCIDENT
Council’s Public Health Unit recently
received a complaint about a bacon and
egg roll purchased from a food business in
Yarra. A father and son who both ate the
roll later suffered diarrhoea and vomiting.
It was suspected that the roll had caused
food poisoning.
Council’s Environmental Health Officers
inspected the premises and observed good
operating procedures and compliance.

customers who ate at that restaurant also
complained of becoming ill. Moreland
Council advised it was investigating this
incident as an outbreak of food poisoning.
This incident shows that all complaints of
alleged food poisoning are taken seriously
and investigated by Council’s Environmental
Health Officers.

Council investigates food poisoning
complaints by completing a questionnaire
that enquires about the complainant’s food
history on the day they became ill and
three days before they became ill.
In this case, the questionnaire revealed
that the father and son had both eaten at
a Turkish restaurant in Coburg several days
before becoming ill. Yarra’s Environmental
Health Officers contacted Moreland
Council and discovered that several

TOBACCO TEST PURCHASING

% TOBACCO SALES RATE – percentage of retailers tested who sold tobacco to a minor
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Fines are issued to any business and/or
individual who sells tobacco to a minor.

All tobacco retailers and staff are advised to
request photo ID from any person they think
may be under 25 years of age before selling
them cigarettes. Acceptable forms of ID
include a passport, driver’s licence, keypass,
learner’s permit or proof of age card.

Sep’09

This meant that 11.5% of those tested
sold cigarettes to a minor, which is a
slightly higher rate than the last time
Council conducted test purchasing.

On the spot fines for individuals are
four penalty units (or $563.36). Fines
for companies are 60 penalty units (or
$8,450.40). Court–imposed fines for
individuals are a maximum of 120 penalty
units ($16,900.80) and for companies

Apr’09

Council tested 26 premises during its
recent visits. 23 premises passed the test
by refusing to sell cigarettes to the minor
after asking for proof of age. However
salespeople at three premises illegally sold
tobacco to the underage customer.

a maximmum of 600 penalty units
($84,504.00).

Jan’09

In early July, Council conducted test
purchasing by employing a minor (aged
15 years) to attempt to buy tobacco from
retailers.

Businesses and individuals who reoffend
are taken to court.

Sep’08

Three local retailers have received fines
from Council after selling cigarettes to a
customer aged under 18 years.

