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Fines doubled for
tobacco offences
The Victorian Government has substantially increased the penalties for individuals and
companies who sell cigarettes to a person aged younger than 18.
On 1 January 2010, the maximum on–the–spot fine for an individual who sells cigarettes to
a minor increased from $234 to $468, and for companies from $3504 to $7,009.
If an individual or company is successfully prosecuted in the Magistrates’ Court, the court–
imposed fine has increased to a maximum $14, 018 for an individual and $70,092 for a
company.
Since September 2008, Council has been testing local tobacco retailers to see whether they
sell cigarettes to minors, with on-the-spot fines issued to those who offend.
In the statewide program which is coordinated by the Department of Health in partnership
with local councils, teenagers are employed to attempt to purchase cigarettes from local
tobacco retailers.
The sale rate since commencing the test purchase program had dropped from 62% in
September 2008 to 23% in September 2009. However, in December 2009 there was a
47% sale rate.
Further test purchase days will be conducted this year, so please ensure all staff are aware
of the requirements. Further information is available from the Public Health Unit on
9205 5166 or via the Department of Human Services Tobacco Reform webpage:
www.health.vic.gov.au/tobaccoreforms.

Welcome
Welcome to Food News - a quarterly
bulletin produced by Yarra City Council
to keep businesses informed about
current food safety news and health
requirements.
Information on food safety is
also provided on our website at
www.yarracity.vic.gov.au.
Would you like to receive a copy
of Food News and other business
information electronically? If so,
please email your details to:
info@yarracity.vic.gov.au

Contact Details
Public Health Unit
Yarra City Council
Richmond Town Hall
333 Bridge Road Richmond 3121
Tel: 9205 5166 Fax: 8417 6666
Website: www.yarracity.vic.gov.au

It’s raining cats & dogs…
In the past month or two, Council’s Environmental Health Officers (EHOs) have noticed
situations where animals have been allowed to be present in a food business.
The Food Safety Standards state that live animals are not permitted in areas where food
is handled, regardless of whether food is in a package.
The only exception is for assistance animals (such as guide dogs), who are allowed in
dining and drinking areas and other areas where customers can go.
Council’s EHOs have observed that a kitten was part of a premises’ pest control program,
while another proprietor allowed dogs to be carried through a premises to a rear
courtyard. Both these situations are not compliant.
These restrictions do not apply to areas of the footpath where a premises may have seats
and tables for customer dining, as this is viewed as Council land rather than part of the
premises.
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FOOD POISONING
CASE RESOLVED

Food Safety
Program Records

After more than two years, a case
involving the sale of unsafe food in a
Yarra restaurant was finally heard in the
Magistrates’ Court last December.

During visits to premises, EHOs will ask to
look at your Food Safety Program records.
This helps assist with our monitoring of
your compliance.

Several people ate food from the
restaurant at a pre-Christmas function
in December 2007 and fell sick with
food poisoning caused by Salmonella.

It is important that records are kept at the
premises at all times. Do not take them
home for updating or give them to your
accountant.

After many adjournments and a
number of other legal issues, the
defendant pleaded guilty to one
charge of selling unsafe food and
four other charges covering several
cleaning and maintenance issues.

Keeping records provides you with checks
to help ensure you produce safe food.

There had been no other significant
issues regarding non–compliance at the
restaurant since 2007 and the defendant
cooperated with Council Officers during
the investigation.
Magistrate Julie O’Donnell found the
charges proven and fined the defendant
$20,000 without conviction and ordered
the company to pay $10,000 costs.

From 2011, EHOs may issue fines for a
lack of records on the premises.

New mobile office
for EHOs
When an EHO next visits your premises,
you may notice they will be using
small hand–held devices to record their
observations of their inspections.
At the time of the visit, you will be told
the result of the inspection. You will then
receive a report in the post within a few
business days confirming these results.
We are hopeful of a smooth transition
but we ask for your patience during
inspections as we get used to these new
devices.

YARRA SUSTAINABILITY AWARDS
Council invites you to enter your business in the Yarra Sustainability Awards 2010.
The Sustainable Business Award category aims to celebrate and reward small to medium
businesses in Yarra that have shown innovation and leadership in their efforts to make
their business more environmentally sustainable. Have you taken steps to reduce your
energy, water and waste or started using environmentally friendly materials or promoted
sustainable transport to your staff and customers?
The awards are a chance to share your ideas and achievements, no matter how small, with
the Yarra community. Winners will receive a framed certificate, publication of your name in
Council publications and local papers, as well as permission to use the Awards logo in your
own publicity materials.
Entries close on Wednesday 31 March 2010.
For further information, eligibility criteria and application forms visit
www.yarracity.vic.gov.au/environment, or contact Rachel Oliphant, Community
Sustainability Officer, on 9205 5769 or at rachel.oliphant@yarracity.vic.gov.au.

2009 – A snapshot

of Council’s EnvironmentAL
Health Officers’ Activities
Number of food premises
in Yarra
1391
Number of inspections of
food premises
1798
Number of inspections of
temporary food stalls
107
% Food premises complying
on first proactive inspection
93%
Food samples taken
450
(from 191 premises)
Percentage of food samples
that complied with standards
79%
Six prosecutions were commenced
30 orders to comply with the Food Act
were issued
A total of 161 complaints were received
by Council about food premises. These
resulted in a visit to the food business
concerned.

